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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

Recent reports highlight the Israel365 summit in Jerusalem, where lawmakers, diplomats,
military leaders, and Christian supporters convened to discuss Israel’s future, regional
security, and strategies to shape public opinion following the events of October 7.
Concurrently, European Union member states have asserted that they do not require
unanimous consensus to hold Israel accountable for its actions, signaling a potential shift
in EU policy toward Israel (JNS; Al Jazeera)

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

The US-led Board of Peace announced on July 8 plans to establish a “pilot zone” in Gaza,
designed to allow unarmed civilians who have been screened for Hamas affiliations to
cross the Yellow Line into Israeli-controlled territory. This initiative aims to protect civilians
amid ongoing tensions. Meanwhile, the Israel Defense Forces reported 13 ceasefire
violations between June 30 and July 9, underscoring the fragile security situation in the
region. In parallel, the Trump administration initiated the process of rescinding Syria’s
designation as a State Sponsor of Terrorism, following a meeting between President Trump
and Syrian President Ahmad al-Sharaa at the NATO summit in Ankara, reflecting evolving
US-Syria relations. Additionally, the body of the late Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei
was received in Irag on July 8 for funeral rites in the Shiite holy cities of Najaf and Karbala.
Notably, Iraq’s highest cleric did not attend the ceremonies, citing health reasons (Long
War Journal; Long War Journal; Long War Journal)

Further developments include a significant escalation as the United States Central
Command conducted strikes against Iranian targets following Tehran’s condemnation of
the revocation of US sanctions waivers. This followed an Iranian attack on commercial
shipping in the Strait of Hormuz, prompting Washington to narrow its oil sanctions waiver
and respond militarily, with both sides exchanging accusations. Meanwhile, historical
analysis sheds light on the overlooked legacy of Muslim socialism, and reports detail the
severe persecution of Christians by the Chinese Communist Party, highlighting ongoing
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https://www.jns.org/feature/israel365-summit-focuses-on-path-to-victory-after-oct-7
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMipgFBVV95cUxNaF9JRE9oQkRGdUNiRWhxMnQtaGJJVFQ2TUc1ay13T0JzZjI5M2dHUXFIaVVZd2lmQmNDREx2S1dmVHV3VDd5UU82bUZuUlB6TWdGYUptSXBwV2lkaGRDOGxRajkyMHpCb1BFZkQxR19lbEVCVlRnRWRkVUlkQ3FiVTlEbVBxenpLVlc2MjhlektrVTBQUHNfWlBCa0lBLTlrY3lFMk1R0gGrAUFVX3lxTE5QdS1YVEtyazdKUTZHazUxX2xseHA0dFJMaFRVZFljM191MDZ2QU9zRG5tYVJrY0pFZWt4OEN5bzZQN0lfbDE5WXNJclZ4ZURfY0NNNFMyZ3lfVVhZWllndmQ1LTVObzM2RXF2RFduNzBtak5hY1VFR1lEeUFYUXB5UnR4ZVBjOGF2MWJ6dnBMTVk1NlpxeXIzRlZJOHd6MWg4R2JfWnd1dFZrVQ?oc=5
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/07/board-of-peace-to-establish-pilot-zone-for-gaza-civilians-idf-claims-13-ceasefire-violations-june-30-july-9.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/07/board-of-peace-to-establish-pilot-zone-for-gaza-civilians-idf-claims-13-ceasefire-violations-june-30-july-9.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/07/us-moves-to-rescind-syrias-designation-as-a-state-sponsor-of-terrorism.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/07/body-of-slain-iranian-leader-khamenei-arrives-in-iraq-for-najaf-and-karbala-rites.php
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religious oppression in the region (Long War Journal; FDD; FDD)

Additional coverage reports ongoing hostilities between the US and Iran, with new strikes
exchanged after President Trump suggested the ceasefire was effectively over. In
diplomatic developments, Qatar’s active role in Middle East negotiations has raised
concerns for the Trump administration regarding Iran talks. Moreover, European NATO
officials have emphasized the need to regain “escalation dominance” over Russia within
the next four years, following discussions at the recent Ankara summit, underscoring the
strategic competition in the region (FDD; FDD; Chatham House)

Collectively, these reports also highlight the “Shaping Global Order” exhibition at the 2026
London Conference, which addresses evolving international dynamics. Meanwhile, Hamas
has announced its willingness to dissolve its governing institutions in Gaza and transfer
authority to the National Committee for the Administration of Gaza, a body supported by
the US and United Nations as part of the ceasefire framework. Israeli officials remain
cautious as disarmament questions persist amid ongoing negotiations (Chatham House;
Long War Journal)

Global Macro & Geopolitics

Steven Cook, Senior Fellow for the Middle East at the Council on Foreign Relations, stated
on Bloomberg Surveillance that President Donald Trump appears reluctant to engage in
full-scale war with Iran, though his ultimate strategy remains uncertain. In economic
developments, Brazil’s annual inflation unexpectedly slowed in June, strengthening
arguments for further interest rate cuts by the central bank despite inflation still
exceeding targets. Meanwhile, the International Energy Agency has revised downward its
forecasts for Russian oil output due to ongoing Ukrainian attacks, reflecting the impact of
conflict on global energy supplies (Bloomberg; Bloomberg; Reuters)

Additional reporting notes that Iran and the United States have agreed on very little during
recent discussions, notably choosing to avoid addressing religious freedom issues. This
stalemate highlights the persistent challenges in US-Iran relations and the complexities
surrounding religious liberty in the region (Christianity Today)

Al Dominion, Deception & the Antichrist System

Zetrix artificial intelligence has signed a preliminary agreement with the Philippine
government to help build the country’s public blockchain infrastructure. The deal marks a
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https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/07/centcom-strikes-iran-as-tehran-condemns-us-sanctions-waiver-revocation.php
https://www.fdd.org/in_the_news/2026/07/09/a-forgotten-history-of-muslim-socialism/
https://www.fdd.org/in_the_news/2026/07/09/the-brutal-persecution-of-christians-by-the-chinese-communist-party/
https://www.fdd.org/in_the_news/2026/07/09/u-s-and-iran-trade-new-strikes-after-trump-suggests-ceasefire-is-over/
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/07/09/qatars-diplomacy-should-worry-trump-in-iran-talks/
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2026/07/european-nato-has-four-years-re-establish-escalation-dominance-over-russia-conference-hears
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2026/07/shaping-global-order-exhibition-2026-london-conference
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/07/hamas-announces-intent-to-dissolve-its-gaza-government-as-disarmament-questions-remain.php
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2026-07-10/trump-does-not-want-all-out-war-in-iran-cook-says-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-07-10/brazil-inflation-surprise-bolsters-case-for-more-rate-cuts
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMisAFBVV95cUxObWQ4UnNjMXliTjY3NzF2S085UGJKVXE0TmM1LUFGcVZISkpkaGk2bG5GU0Z2aVlHRXItTlR4bzJ0bUNHUEs0TU0ydzNwa2ZZMkFsUWpETEkyOGJNMkNGNlJKRlYyZE5zbVFhbzlYOGg3NlZreERfcFNjYnBEdEYxSkZibzN0R05lWmJmZC1oa1hkMF9jWW5ZSk1EaHVoNjkyay1ET2RlMy1FamdTSVdTeQ?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMihAFBVV95cUxONm1VUnZLVXRQYmRvS05UUk5MN3RqVGZqRXRRVlFEYjA1RGU4MGlEcVZRdV9ROG5HRFB0dlVleEk4WERaaEZPMzl3YnNKZ3kxYWhtdkhCR2Q5SnAtS2dCVHBVR2pILXFDRnoyRzRycEtISU55S3o1bkNlZTVlVzlYajZab3E?oc=5
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major expansion of the Malaysian firm’s presence in Southeast Asia. Billed as the “world’s
first museum of artificial intelligence arts,” Dataland uses wearables and troves of material
from the Amazon to merge nature, biometrics, and art. Civil liberties groups say the
Facewatch system in stores such as Sainsbury’s and B&M is a ‘dangerous escalation.’
Facial recognition technology in shops will soon alert police in real time to the presence of
serious offenders, with civil liberties groups warning of a “dangerous escalation” towards
surveillance and criminalization in the retail sector. Facewatch, a facial recognition system
used by more than 100 businesses including Sainsbury’s, B&M and Spar (
biometricupdate.com; WIRED; The Guardian).

Senator Ed Markey proposed legislation aimed at curbing data centers and automated
hiring systems, and addressing harm to children. US Senator Ed Markey is worried about
the perils of unregulated artificial intelligence. What part? All of it: the costs associated
with thirsty, energy-guzzling datacenters, intrusive workplace surveillance, bias in
discriminatory algorithms, artificial intelligence overriding workers’ judgments, and
deepening economic (The Guardian).

Pestilence & Global Health

Recent scientific advances reveal that mRNA cancer vaccines can activate an unexpected
immune cell type, enhancing tumor-fighting responses and challenging previous
assumptions about vaccine mechanisms. This breakthrough may lead to more effective
cancer vaccines and personalized treatment strategies. In parallel, researchers have
identified a shared vulnerability among deadly gut bacteria such as E. coli and Shigella:
enzymes that enable them to penetrate the gut’s protective mucus layer. Targeting this
common weakness could enable the development of a single vaccine to prevent multiple
major diarrheal diseases. Additionally, Johns Hopkins scientists have developed a novel
intranasal DNA vaccine for tuberculosis that enhances immune response by targeting
bacteria that evade antibiotics. Animal studies demonstrated faster infection clearance,
reduced lung inflammation, and prevention of relapse after treatment (ScienceDaily;
ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily)

Further research has uncovered a novel antiviral defense mechanism in sea anemones
that differs fundamentally from human immune responses. This finding challenges long-
standing views on the evolution of animal immune systems and suggests multiple
evolutionary pathways for combating viral infections (ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens
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https://www.biometricupdate.com/202607/philippines-joins-malaysia-in-regional-blockchain-id-integration
https://www.wired.com/story/a-new-experiential-gallery-just-might-change-your-mind-about-ai-art/
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2026/jul/10/facewatch-facial-recognition-uk-shops-instantly-alerts-police-civil-liberties
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2026/jul/10/us-senator-unveils-ai-accountability-agenda-bills
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/07/260708022212.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/06/260619101345.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/06/260619101400.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/06/260630020534.htm
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Recent seismic activity includes a magnitude 2.5 earthquake located 52 kilometers south-
southwest of Whites City, New Mexico, at a depth of 6.10 kilometers, recorded on July 10
at 12:11 UTC. Additionally, a magnitude 4.5 earthquake occurred 57 kilometers west-
southwest of Captain Cook, Hawaii, at a depth of 39.34 kilometers, also on July 10 at 06:17
UTC. Both events were classified with low impact severity (USGS; USGS)

Additional reports note ongoing forest fires in Angola, with a green alert issued for a fire
that began on July 3 and continued through July 10, and another that started on June 26
and lasted until July 9. These incidents highlight persistent environmental challenges in
the region (GDACS; GDACS)

Middle Eastern Artifacts

Archaeological excavations at Khirbat Jabir have uncovered twelve marble items in a
bathhouse, including a female head sculpture and eleven architectural elements, such as
a small Corinthian capital and a bracket adorned with a lion’s head, reflecting the site’s
artistic richness. Additionally, pottery finds from the Byzantine through Early Islamic
periods indicate continuous occupation and activity at Khirbat Jabir during these eras (
Israel Antiquities Authority; Israel Antiquities Authority)

Further excavations at Khirbat Jabir in Zikhron Ya‘akov revealed three distinct strata. The
earliest, Stratum lll, contained a well-preserved late Byzantine bathhouse dating to the
sixth-seventh centuries CE, likely serving public functions. Subsequent layers included an
Early Islamic building and Ottoman-period remains. Additionally, a salvage excavation
conducted in August 1990 at Kefar Gevirol uncovered several architectural rooms,
contributing to the understanding of the region’s historical development (Israel Antiquities
Authority; Israel Antiquities Authority)
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https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/tx2026nlsfee
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/hv75000056
https://www.gdacs.org/report.aspx?eventtype=WF&eventid=1029442
https://www.gdacs.org/report.aspx?eventtype=WF&eventid=1029439
https://publications.iaa.org.il/qadum/vol2/iss1/35
https://publications.iaa.org.il/qadum/vol2/iss1/34
https://publications.iaa.org.il/qadum/vol2/iss1/33
https://publications.iaa.org.il/qadum/vol2/iss1/33
https://publications.iaa.org.il/favissa/340

