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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

Recent reports highlight the legacy of Rael Jean Isaac, an intellectual author who
courageously addressed pressing issues of her era. Beyond her focus on Israel, her
writings spanned diverse topics including mental health, global warming, and the
persecution of small American farmers by the Legal Services Corporation. Meanwhile, in
Gaza, patients face harrowing delays in evacuation efforts. According to Gaza’s Hamas-run
health ministry, approximately 300 Palestinians referred for medical treatment abroad
have died since the ceasefire began, underscoring ongoing humanitarian challenges (JNS;
BBC News).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

From 2024 through 2026, Iran conducted at least fifteen distinct ballistic missile
operations targeting foreign sites from its territory, resuming an upward trend after a
pause in 2023. This escalation reflects Tehran’s sustained regional assertiveness. In Syria,
political shifts continue as the country completes the formation of its new People’s
Assembly, appointing the final seventy members amid ongoing tensions along the Israeli
border. Recent clashes and Israeli responses underscore persistent security volatility. In
Iraq, the government has launched a sweeping anti-corruption campaign, resulting in
numerous arrests across the political spectrum. These efforts, led by elite security forces
under Prime Minister Ali al Zaidi, aim to consolidate state authority and address militia
disarmament deadlines (Long War Journal; Long War Journal; Long War Journal).

In Gaza, Hamas has actively suppressed protests that were anticipated to surge on June
26. The terror group employed arrests, threats, and armed street patrols to reduce
turnout. Concurrently, the Israeli Defense Forces reported seventeen strikes and multiple
ceasefire violations between June 10 and 29. On the diplomatic front, the United Nations
continues to exhibit pronounced hostility toward Israel, exemplified by Special Rapporteur
Reem Alsalem’s muted response during recent hearings, which has fueled pro-Hamas
sentiments among leftist groups. Meanwhile, strategic analyses argue that NATO should
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pivot toward economic security, emphasizing a shift from conventional military
engagements to control over critical minerals, maritime insurance, and export controls.
This shift responds to growing challenges posed by China, Russia, Iran, and North Korea (
Long War Journal; FDD; FDD).

Additional coverage includes the July edition of the Trump Administration Foreign Policy
Tracker, in which experts assess ongoing trends in the administration’s foreign
engagements. The Department of Homeland Security has moved to restore formal
government-industry collaboration on critical infrastructure cybersecurity after a year-long
hiatus by unveiling a new alliance framework. In Syria, a precision strike eliminated a
senior Islamic State leader, reaffirming the United States’ counterterrorism efforts.
Simultaneously, President Trump urged Syria’s new government to consider intervention
against Hezbollah in Lebanon, a proposal rejected by the Syrian leadership (FDD; FDD;
Long War Journal).

Collectively, these developments highlight ongoing regional instability. One week after
President Trump signed a landmark Memorandum of Understanding with Iran, the 60-day
negotiation window faces mounting pressure amid accumulating concessions, raising
guestions about the agreement’s viability. Meanwhile, the Kurdistan Region of Iraq is
pursuing air-defense systems in response to repeated missile and drone attacks targeting
energy infrastructure and lranian opposition groups. U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio
has warned that Iranian-backed proxies continue to pose significant threats across the
region (Long War Journal; Long War Journal).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

The European Central Bank is currently in a strong position following its recent interest-
rate increase and recent inflation data, which reflect easing pressures partly due to
declining oil prices, according to Governing Council member Emmanuel Moulin.
Meanwhile, Independence Day events were canceled in various locations due to extreme
heat and the timing of an Iranian funeral, illustrating how environmental and geopolitical
factors intersect. In the ongoing conflict between Ukraine and Russia, Ukrainian drones
have targeted an oil terminal in St. Petersburg, marking the latest in a series of long-range
attacks that underscore the continuing intensity of the great-power rivalry in the region (
Bloomberg; Bloomberg; AP News).

Al Dominion, Deception & the Antichrist System
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Police in Canada’s capital, Ottawa, Ontario, are taking their first step towards
implementing facial recognition from Idemia. The Ottawa Police Service Board (OPSB)
approved proceeding with Phase 1 of its facial recognition project at a meeting on June 22
(biometricupdate.com).

Pestilence & Global Health

Scientists have discovered a novel antiviral defense mechanism in sea anemones that
operates in a way distinct from human immune responses. This finding challenges
traditional assumptions about the evolution of animal immune systems and suggests
multiple evolutionary pathways for combating viruses. In related research, scientists have
elucidated how the H5N1 bird flu virus infects dairy cows by targeting receptors
concentrated in mammary tissue rather than the lungs. This insight could enhance the
prediction and early detection of future zoonotic transmissions. Additionally, the widely
used herbicide glyphosate has been implicated in promoting antibiotic-resistant bacteria,
as hospital-derived superbugs show resistance to this common weedkiller, raising
concerns about agricultural contributions to global antimicrobial resistance (ScienceDaily;
ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily).

Emerging concerns also focus on hantavirus and Ebola, both of which can initially present
with flu-like symptoms but rapidly progress to severe and often fatal conditions.
Hantavirus, commonly associated with exposure to rodents, can cause severe heart and
lung complications and currently lacks specific treatments or vaccines. Certain strains of
Ebola remain highly contagious, underscoring the need for vigilant monitoring and rapid
response to infectious disease threats (ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

Recent seismic activity includes a magnitude 2.0 earthquake located 67 kilometers
southeast of Ugashik, Alaska, at a depth of approximately 86 kilometers, and a magnitude
4.9 event 51 kilometers southwest of Sarangani, Philippines, occurring at a depth of 35
kilometers. These events reflect ongoing tectonic movements in the Pacific Rim.
Additionally, a magnitude 3.8 earthquake struck 2 kilometers east of Oak Harbor,
Washington, with moderate shaking reported. In Canada, a forest fire ignited on June 26
and continued burning through July 4, highlighting the persistent risk of wildfires in the
region (USGS).
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Further reports detail the Oak Harbor earthquake’s ShakeMap intensity and community
impact assessments, alongside ongoing monitoring of the Canadian forest fire through the
Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System. These natural events underscore the
importance of preparedness and resilience in vulnerable regions (USGS; GDACS).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

Archaeological investigations in Jerusalem’s Old City have produced detailed plans of the
Archaeological Park (A-9477), including a general site layout and specific architectural
features such as Building Il and its rooms II1 through I13. These findings contribute to a
deeper understanding of the city’s historical urban fabric and cultural heritage (Israel
Antiquities Authority; Israel Antiquities Authority).

Additional reports highlight recent discoveries including the recovery of twenty columns of
previously unread text from one of the oldest Herculaneum scrolls, a breakthrough
prompted by investigations into illegal excavations near Rome. Furthermore, newly
uncovered photographs of a structure beneath Hebron’s Machpelah have led scholars to
propose that Herod constructed the complex as a sacred precinct intended for his own
tomb. These insights enrich the archaeological narrative of the region and its ancient
rulers (BiblePlaces; BiblePlaces).
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