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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

The extradition of Mohammad Baqer Saad Dawood Al-Saadi to New York underscores
ongoing threats against Jewish and American targets, as he orchestrated attacks on U.S.
and Israeli interests (JNS). Meanwhile, Israeli airstrikes persist despite ceasefire efforts,
with Hamas confirming the death of a senior commander in Gaza (BBC News).

Within Israel, political instability grows as disputes over military conscription for the ultra-
Orthodox threaten to topple the governing coalition (Al Jazeera). At the same time,
antisemitic threats against Jewish U.S. Congressman Jared Moskowitz highlight rising
tensions abroad (JNS).

Lebanon reports casualties from Israeli strikes amid a U.S.-announced extended ceasefire,
yet exchanges of fire between Israel and Hezbollah continue (BBC News). In response to
ongoing threats, Israel is training new civilian security squads in 67 Gaza border
communities to strengthen local defense capabilities (Long War Journal).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

Israeli airstrikes recently targeted Hamas commander Izz al-Din al-Haddad in Gaza City,
aiming at one of the last senior leaders involved in the October 7 attacks (Long War
Journal). Meanwhile, Iraq’s new government was formed with only 14 of 23 ministers
approved, reflecting ongoing political challenges amid regional tensions (Long War Journal
).

The recent U.S.-China summit highlighted a stalemate in relations, with neither side
showing significant shifts despite high-level talks between President Trump and Xi Jinping (
FDD). In the Indo-Pacific, the AUKUS security pact faces criticism, including from former
Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull, who described it as a “huge wealth transfer”
to the U.S. and UK, underscoring challenges in trilateral defense cooperation (Chatham
House).
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https://www.jns.org/news/u-s-news/iraq-based-terror-commander-extradited-to-nyc-to-face-charges-of-plotting-attacks-on-jewish-sites
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cx21jjwz1k1o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/5/16/how-ultra-orthodox_recruitment_could_unseat_netanyahu_in_israeli_elections?traffic_source=rss
https://www.jns.org/news/u-s-news/jewish-dem-congressman-receives-antisemitic-death-threats-in-voicemails-reviewed-by-jns
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cqlpzzl0d67o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/05/israel-trains-new-civilian-security-squads-for-67-gaza-border-communities.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/05/hamas-commander-izz-al-din-al-haddad-targeted-in-israeli-airstrike.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/05/hamas-commander-izz-al-din-al-haddad-targeted-in-israeli-airstrike.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/05/iraq-forms-new-government-with-only-14-of-23-ministers.php
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/05/15/u-s-china-summit-underlines-stalemate-between-washington-and-beijing/
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2026/05/malcolm-turnbull-aukus-huge-wealth-transfer-australian-government-us-and-uk
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2026/05/malcolm-turnbull-aukus-huge-wealth-transfer-australian-government-us-and-uk


India continues strategic efforts to counter Chinese narratives, demonstrating resilience
amid regional rivalries (FDD). Israel’s expansion of civilian security training near Gaza
reflects ongoing attempts to bolster defense amid persistent threats (Long War Journal).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

A joint U.S.-Nigeria operation successfully eliminated senior ISIS leader Abu-Bilal al-Minuki,
whom President Trump described as “the most active terrorist in the world” (BBC News). In
London, massive security operations are underway amid counterprotests, reflecting
heightened domestic tensions (France24).

The tragic collision between a freight train and a public bus in Bangkok resulted in at least
eight deaths, with the crash igniting a fire that engulfed the bus (BBC News). On the
cultural front, John Travolta received a surprise Palme d’Or at Cannes, in recognition of his
contributions to film (France24).

The Indo-Pacific remains a strategic focus, with analyses examining AUKUS’s impact on
North Korea’s evolving grand strategy (The Diplomat). Meanwhile, Kazakhstan’s Victory
Day celebrations reveal a shift away from Soviet heritage toward national pride (The
Diplomat).

Pestilence & Global Health

Researchers at the University of Maryland have detailed how enteroviruses, including polio
and common cold viruses, replicate within human cells by recruiting both viral and human
proteins, revealing a molecular “on-off switch” that regulates viral replication (
ScienceDaily).

In oral health, scientists have discovered a novel method to prevent gum disease by
interrupting bacterial communication rather than killing bacteria, thereby promoting
healthier oral microbiomes depending on oxygen levels above and below the gums (
ScienceDaily).

Additionally, compounds extracted from a Brazilian tree show promise against COVID-19
by blocking viral entry, disrupting replication, and reducing inflammation, offering a multi-
targeted natural antiviral approach (ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens
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https://www.fdd.org/in_the_news/2026/05/15/india-proves-every-chinese-excuse-wrong/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/05/israel-trains-new-civilian-security-squads-for-67-gaza-border-communities.php
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cy72p2kpd03o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.france24.com/en/uk-massive-security-operation-in-london-as-counterprotests-organised
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c98rez3x0nwo?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.france24.com/en/john-travolta-feted-at-cannes-and-receives-suprise-honory-palme-d-or
https://thediplomat.com/2026/05/aukus-and-north-korea-in-the-indo-pacific-5-years-on/
https://thediplomat.com/2026/05/the-fall-of-victory-day-in-kazakhstan/
https://thediplomat.com/2026/05/the-fall-of-victory-day-in-kazakhstan/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/05/260512202320.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/05/260508024125.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/05/260506225217.htm


Recent seismic activity in Alaska includes a magnitude 2.2 earthquake west of Anchor
Point and a magnitude 1.0 quake east-southeast of McCarthy, recorded at depths of 97.4
km and 5 km, respectively (USGS; USGS).

NASA’s 34th SpaceX resupply mission launched successfully, delivering new scientific
experiments to the International Space Station (NASA). Meanwhile, the Curiosity rover on
Mars managed to dislodge a troublesome rock after extensive robotic arm maneuvers (
NASA).

Fire weather concerns and severe thunderstorms are forecast across parts of the U.S.
through the weekend, as monitored by the National Weather Service (weather.gov). The
Hubble Space Telescope captured an image of a galaxy in transition, revealing complex
dust structures and distant galaxies shining through (NASA).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

Recent publications by the Israel Antiquities Authority highlight findings from Abu Ghosh
(A-9347), including detailed maps and plans of ancient structures such as buildings and
winepresses, enriching understanding of the region’s historical landscape (Israel
Antiquities Authority; Israel Antiquities Authority).

Additional studies focus on seal impressions discovered in Jerusalem, shedding light on
administrative systems during biblical eras, while ongoing archaeological efforts conserve
significant sites such as the Shamash Gate at Nineveh (BiblePlaces; BiblePlaces).

The enigmatic Copper Scroll continues to intrigue scholars, with new theories proposing it
as a list of donations to Bar Kochba, thereby enriching the narrative of Jewish history and
resistance (BiblePlaces).

Reflection

We should interpret these developments soberly, resisting both panic and apathy while
attending to what is true. Our aim is prayerful discernment—grounding convictions in
Scripture and keeping watch with steadiness and hope.
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https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/aka2026jqghcu
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/aka2026jqgapd
https://www.nasa.gov/news-release/nasa-science-cargo-launch-on-34th-spacex-resupply-mission-to-station/
https://www.nasa.gov/image-article/curiosity-shakes-loose-a-pesky-rock/
http://www.weather.gov/www.spc.noaa.gov/
https://science.nasa.gov/missions/hubble/hubble-sights-galaxy-in-transition/
https://publications.iaa.org.il/ha-esi/vol138/iss1/2
https://publications.iaa.org.il/ha-esi/vol138/iss1/2
https://publications.iaa.org.il/hadashot_gallery/40
https://www.bibleplaces.com/blog/2026/05/weekend-roundup-part-1-298/
https://www.bibleplaces.com/blog/2026/05/weekend-roundup-part-2-303/
https://www.bibleplaces.com/blog/2026/05/weekend-roundup-part-1-298/

