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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

Israeli-American Tomer Malchi highlights how agricultural science transcends political
divides, emphasizing irrigation and plant cultivation as universal languages that unite
diverse groups (JNS). Meanwhile, Israeli supermarkets are preparing for significant
increases in dairy prices, as three companies control 85% of the market and charge prices
more than 50% above international levels (JNS). This economic strain adds to ongoing
regional tensions, with Israeli strikes in southern Lebanon causing thirteen deaths,
including women and children, despite a fragile ceasefire (BBC News).

Across the broader Middle East, ordinary Iranians voice concerns about increased
repression following recent conflicts, fearing a more entrenched regime bent on revenge (
BBC News). In India, Modi’s BJP secured a historic victory in West Bengal by leveraging
religious polarization and anti-incumbency sentiments (Al Jazeera), signaling a significant
shift in regional political dynamics.

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

The United States has intensified pressure on Iranian-backed militias in Iraq by offering
multimillion-dollar rewards for leaders of Kataib Hezbollah, Kataib Sayyid al Shuhada, and
Harakat Ansar Allah al Awfiya, aiming to reduce attacks on US personnel (Long War Journal
). In Mali, jihadi groups affiliated with Al Qaeda are encircling the capital Bamako,
threatening the fragile regime with a major offensive that could reshape West Africa’s map
(Long War Journal).

China’s military transformation from commercial technology to combat power signals a
growing strategic threat. Analysts have proposed a three-step plan to decisively counter
Tehran’s Islamist regime, which utilizes AI propaganda and opaque leadership tactics (FDD
; FDD). Additionally, a stabbing attack in London targeting Jewish men has been claimed
by the Iran-linked group Ashab al Yamin, highlighting ongoing security challenges in
Europe (Long War Journal).

SPEARNET
Living as Bereans

Page 1
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved

https://www.jns.org/news/israel-news/israeli-supermarkets-prepare-for-price-hikes-of-dairy-products
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cd7pn0zywggo?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/clyp6xxyvzyo?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2026/5/4/hegemonic-power-how-modis-bjp-won-indias-bengal-for-the-first-time?traffic_source=rss
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/05/us-offers-rewards-for-3-iraqi-militia-leaders.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/05/generation-jihad-can-fortress-bamako-hold.php
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/05/03/chinas-war-wolves-from-commercial-tech-to-combat-power/
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/05/01/heres-how-to-crush-tehran-in-three-moves/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/04/2-jewish-men-stabbed-in-london-ashab-al-yamin-claims-attack.php


Concerns have also emerged regarding a Gaza-based charity founded by a Hamas
operative killed in the recent conflict, which continues to solicit funds through a US
platform, raising questions about the financing of militant activities (Long War Journal).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

Modi’s BJP victory in West Bengal not only reshapes state politics but also influences the
party’s national trajectory, signaling a consolidation of power in India (BBC News).
Meanwhile, Nigeria plans to repatriate nationals from South Africa amid violent anti-
migrant protests, underscoring ongoing regional tensions in Africa (BBC News).

Photographer Peter van Agtmael’s new book draws stark connections between America’s
overseas wars and their domestic impacts, offering a profound perspective on the costs of
conflict (France24). In Lebanon, Hezbollah’s deployment of hard-to-jam fiber optic drones
marks a tactical shift in ongoing clashes with Israel, despite a fragile ceasefire brokered by
the US (France24).

In the South China Sea, a Philippine lawmaker’s symbolic planting of the national flag on a
disputed sandbar underscores ongoing territorial tensions amid a heavy Chinese presence
(The Diplomat). Japan and Vietnam have agreed to enhance cooperation in energy and
critical minerals, reinforcing their strategic partnership within the “Free and Open Indo-
Pacific” framework (The Diplomat).

Pestilence & Global Health

Scientists warn that free-living amoebae, resilient to heat and disinfectants, are spreading
globally due to warming temperatures and outdated water systems, posing serious health
risks and complicating efforts to control microbes (ScienceDaily). An ancient mass grave in
Jordan reveals how the Plague of Justinian rapidly devastated communities 1,500 years
ago, illustrating how pandemics reshape societies far beyond the transmission of disease (
ScienceDaily).

Recent research has identified a hidden virus within a common gut bacterium linked to
colorectal cancer, suggesting that bacterial-virus interactions may be key to
understanding cancer risk and enabling earlier detection (ScienceDaily). Additionally,
madecassic acid, a compound derived from a Korean herb used in skincare, shows
promise in killing drug-resistant bacteria by targeting unique bacterial proteins, offering
hope for new antibiotics (ScienceDaily).
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https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/04/charity-founded-by-hamas-member-raising-funds-on-us-based-platform.php
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/ce8pdvp5x5ro?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c78q6e98878o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.france24.com/en/tv-shows/perspective/20260504-a-diary-of-america-s-wars-with-photographer-peter-van-agtmael
https://www.france24.com/en/tv-shows/spotlight/20260504-hezbollah-deploys-hard-to-jam-fibre-optic-drones-shifting-battlefield-tactics
https://thediplomat.com/2026/05/philippine-lawmaker-plants-national-flag-on-disputed-south-china-sea-sandbar/
https://thediplomat.com/2026/05/japan-vietnam-agree-to-bolster-cooperation-in-energy-critical-minerals/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/05/260501234707.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/04/260423031540.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/04/260422044630.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/04/260420014738.htm


Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

Recent seismic activity includes a magnitude 2.2 earthquake near Hidden Valley Lake,
California, and a smaller magnitude 0.5 quake near The Geysers, California, reflecting
ongoing tectonic activity in the region (USGS; USGS). Similarly, a 2.2-magnitude quake
struck near Salcha, Alaska, indicating active seismicity in multiple US regions (USGS).

NASA announced the retirement of Janet Petro, director of the Kennedy Space Center,
marking a leadership transition at the agency (NASA). The Artemis II crew recently rang
the Nasdaq closing bell, symbolizing the mission’s milestone and NASA’s ongoing
exploration efforts (NASA).

Weather forecasts predict severe spring thunderstorms, excessive rainfall, and early snow,
emphasizing the need for preparedness amid volatile conditions (weather.gov).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

Recent archaeological efforts in Jerusalem uncovered significant finds during a salvage
excavation on Mishmar Ha-Gvul Street, led by the Israel Antiquities Authority and funded
by Meshi Y. K. Construction and Development Ltd., as part of urban renewal projects (
Israel Antiquities Authority). Excavations at Tel Qedesh have clarified stratigraphy and
revealed Early Bronze Age mudbrick walls, deepening understanding of ancient settlement
patterns (Israel Antiquities Authority).

Additional discoveries include a massive statue believed to represent Ramses II and a rare
Roman-era Egyptian stela, as well as a well-preserved statue of Athena from Laodicea’s
Western Theater, illustrating the rich cultural tapestry of the region (BiblePlaces). A newly
conserved Second Temple period ritual bath at Tel Hebron has opened to the public, while
multispectral imaging has recovered 6th-century manuscript pages of Paul’s letters,
enhancing biblical scholarship (BiblePlaces).

Salvage excavations at Tel Zeror ahead of electric pole installations uncovered Middle and
Late Bronze Age pottery, while two Roman-period burial caves near Tel Qedesh provide
further insights into ancient funerary practices (Israel Antiquities Authority; Israel
Antiquities Authority).

Reflection

We should interpret these developments soberly, resisting both panic and apathy while
attending to what is true. Our aim is prayerful discernment—grounding convictions in
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https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/nc75356657
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/nc75356662
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/aka2026iucqpc
https://www.nasa.gov/news-release/nasa-kennedy-center-director-announces-plans-to-retire/
https://www.nasa.gov/image-article/nasa-artemis-ii-crew-rings-nasdaq-closing-bell/
http://www.weather.gov/www/wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/discussions/hpcdiscussions.php?disc=pmdspd
https://publications.iaa.org.il/favissa/328
https://publications.iaa.org.il/favissa/327
https://www.bibleplaces.com/blog/2026/05/weekend-roundup-part-2-302/
https://www.bibleplaces.com/blog/2026/05/weekend-roundup-part-1-297/
https://publications.iaa.org.il/favissa/326
https://publications.iaa.org.il/atiqot/vol43/iss1/22
https://publications.iaa.org.il/atiqot/vol43/iss1/22


Scripture and keeping watch with steadiness and hope.
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