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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

Tensions remain elevated as Israeli strikes in southern Lebanon have resulted in the
deaths of thirteen individuals, including women and a child, amid ongoing conflict with
Iran-backed Hezbollah, despite a declared ceasefire. In Jerusalem, Israeli police arrested a
man following an unprovoked assault on a French nun, underscoring the rising harassment
of Christians by extremist elements. Meanwhile, US President Trump voiced dissatisfaction
with Iran’s latest peace proposal and criticized the US Navy’s blockade of the Strait of
Hormuz as a “very profitable business,” signaling persistent friction in the region (BBC
News; INS; Al Jazeera).

In Canada, hate crime charges have been filed against rioters who disrupted a pro-Israel
event in Toronto, reflecting ongoing societal tensions since October 7, 2023. Additionally,
NATO is assessing the US troop withdrawal from Germany, which involves redeploying
approximately 5,000 troops amid strained relations with European allies. These
developments highlight the complex geopolitical and social challenges connected to Israel
and its allies (JNS; Al Jazeera).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

The United States has intensified its efforts against Iranian-backed militias in Iraq by
offering multimillion-dollar rewards for key leaders linked to attacks on US personnel.
Simultaneously, jihadi groups in Mali are expanding their control, encircling the capital
Bamako and threatening the fragile regime, signaling a growing regional security crisis. In
Europe, a stabbing attack in London targeting Jewish men was claimed by the Iran-linked
Ashab al Yamin group, highlighting ongoing threats to Jewish communities abroad (Long
War Journal; Long War Journal).

Further complicating the security landscape, a Hamas-affiliated charity continues to raise
funds on a US-based platform despite the founder’s militant background. Analysis
suggests that Hamas’s October 7, 2023, pogrom yielded lasting strategic successes, as
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evidenced by increased attacks and influence both regionally and abroad. These
developments underscore the multifaceted nature of conflict and terrorism impacting
Israel and its neighbors (Long War Journal; FDD).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

Despite a fragile ceasefire holding for three weeks, tensions between the US and Iran
remain high. President Trump has rejected Tehran’s latest peace offer, while Iranian
officials warn of likely renewed fighting. Concurrently, Ukrainian drone strikes targeting
Russian oil facilities aim to disrupt Moscow’s war funding, though the broader economic
impact remains uncertain. These geopolitical dynamics unfold alongside North Korea
advancing its medium-term plans and Japan reconsidering its military role in the Middle
East to secure safe passage through strategic waterways (France24; France24; The

Diplomat).

The recent death of former Formula 1 driver and Paralympic champion Alex Zanardi at age
59 marks a notable loss in the sports world, while ongoing conflicts and diplomatic
standoffs continue to shape global power balances. Together, these events reflect a world
grappling with war, diplomacy, and shifting alliances in a complex international
environment (BBC News; The Diplomat).

Pestilence & Global Health

Recent scientific discoveries have shed light on both historical and modern health
challenges. A 1,500-year-old mass grave in Jordan reveals the devastating impact of the
Plague of Justinian on ancient societies. Additionally, researchers have identified a hidden
virus within common gut bacteria linked to colorectal cancer, offering potential for earlier
detection and improved understanding of disease mechanisms. Furthermore, a compound
derived from a Korean herb shows promise in combating antibiotic-resistant bacteria,
representing a hopeful advance in global health efforts (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily).

These breakthroughs highlight the ongoing importance of scientific research in addressing
both ancient pandemics and contemporary medical challenges, emphasizing the
interconnectedness of history, microbiology, and public health innovation (ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens
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Recent seismic activity includes a magnitude 2.4 earthquake near Guanica, Puerto Rico,
and a magnitude 2.1 event near Ridgeway, Alaska, both recorded by the USGS. These
minor tremors, along with a smaller quake near Julian, California, underscore ongoing
geological activity across diverse regions. Meanwhile, NASA announced the retirement of
Janet Petro, director of the Kennedy Space Center, and celebrated the Artemis Il crew’s
ceremonial ringing of the Nasdaq closing bell, marking milestones in space exploration.
Additionally, drought-stricken areas in the southern United States are experiencing some
relief due to recent rainfall (USGS; NASA; weather.gov).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

Archaeological excavations continue to enrich the understanding of ancient Middle Eastern
history. Recent digs at Tel Qedesh have revealed Early Bronze Age mudbrick walls and
clarified stratigraphy. Salvage excavations at Tel Zeror uncovered pottery sherds dating to
the Middle and Late Bronze Ages, shedding light on regional cultural developments. New
publications from the Israel Antiquities Authority detail Roman-period burial caves near Tel
Qedesh and a farmhouse at Giv’at Ma’at, contributing valuable insights into historical
settlement patterns. Additionally, the documentary series “The Sacred Thread” offers a
stunning visual exploration of biblical sites across the Middle East, connecting historical
research with contemporary media (Israel Antiquities Authority; BiblePlaces).

A recent Bible Archaeology Report highlights top discoveries related to Ezra and
Nehemiah, while historical accounts of the Nea Church in Jerusalem emphasize its
excavation history and current inaccessibility. These findings and resources collectively
deepen appreciation for the region’s rich archaeological and biblical heritage (BiblePlaces;
Israel Antiquities Authority).

Reflection

We should interpret these developments soberly, resisting both panic and apathy while
attending to what is true. Our aim is prayerful discernment—grounding convictions in
Scripture and keeping watch with steadiness and hope.
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