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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

In Jerusalem, the zoo celebrated the rare birth of a baby orangutan, with mother Suga
attentively nursing the newborn, highlighting ongoing conservation efforts (JNS).
Meanwhile, Israeli strikes in Lebanon resulted in 14 fatalities despite a recently extended
ceasefire, underscoring the fragile security situation in the region (BBC News). The United
States has taken a firm stance against antisemitism in immigration, instructing officers to
scrutinize applicants promoting such views, especially those involved in anti-Israel campus
activities (JNS). Additionally, the US president claims to have saved eight Iranian women
from execution, though Iranian authorities dispute this account (BBC News).

In sports, Bayern Munich prepares to face defending Champions League winners PSG in
Paris, while French striker Mbappe faces uncertainty over his participation in El Clasico due
to a thigh injury, affecting key European football dynamics (Al Jazeera; Al Jazeera).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

A significant offensive by Al Qaeda’s Group for Support of Islam and Muslims (JNIM) and
allied rebels has resulted in the capture of several cities across Mali, placing the capital
under intense pressure, signaling escalating instability in the Sahel region (Long War
Journal). Concurrently, Russia is expanding its unmanned systems capabilities by
recruiting for a new brigade specializing in Shahed drones, reflecting Moscow’s strategic
emphasis on drone warfare (Long War Journal).

In diplomatic developments, new negotiations on Iran are scheduled to take place in
Islamabad to address ongoing regional tensions (FDD). Meanwhile, Lord Robertson of the
UK has criticized the country’s overreliance on the US for defense, urging a pivot towards
greater military autonomy and stronger European alliances in light of recent geopolitical
challenges (Chatham House).
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4 SPEARNET
[ rYy]

g'l l Living as Bereans

Expert testimony on China’s critical minerals supply chain was presented to the UK
Parliament’s Business and Trade sub-Committee, emphasizing the urgency for the UK to
build resilience against potential economic coercion from China’s dominance in this sector
(Chatham House).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

Ethnic Tuareg fighters, alongside Islamist groups, have taken control of Kidal in northern
Mali after a series of coordinated attacks, prompting the withdrawal of Russian fighters
and highlighting the volatile security landscape in the region (BBC News). In the US, a
shooting at a DC gala where President Trump was present has intensified scrutiny on
security protocols, with investigations revealing the suspect’s intent to assassinate
multiple top officials (France24).

Political tensions in the UK persist as Scotland faces a renewed debate over independence
ahead of upcoming elections, reflecting the ongoing impact of Brexit and historical
questions of union (France24). Meanwhile, China’s military-civil fusion strategy, once a
major point of contention in US-China relations, appears to have been downplayed
publicly, even as it continues to be pursued covertly, suggesting complex geopolitical
maneuvering (The Diplomat).

China’s recent administrative changes in Afghanistan suggest plans for deeper integration
with the region and Central Asia, signaling Beijing’s expanding influence in geopolitical
affairs beyond its borders (The Diplomat).

Pestilence & Global Health

A mass grave discovered in ancient Jordan reveals the devastating impact of the Plague of
Justinian, showing how entire communities were rapidly overwhelmed by the pandemic,
which reshaped societal structures across regions (ScienceDaily). Recent research has
identified a hidden virus within gut bacteria that is linked to colorectal cancer, offering
new avenues for early detection and a better understanding of disease mechanisms (
ScienceDaily).

Innovations in antibiotic research have uncovered that madecassic acid, a compound from
a Korean herb, effectively kills drug-resistant bacteria by targeting unique bacterial
proteins, presenting promising therapeutic potential (ScienceDaily). Additionally, scientists
have discovered that bacteria can “explode” to release gene transfer agents, facilitating
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the spread of antibiotic resistance, a finding that may influence future strategies to
combat bacterial infections (ScienceDaily).

Public health studies indicate that the greatest germ risks in restrooms come not from
toilet seats but from airborne droplets during flushing and from poor hand hygiene,
underscoring the need for improved sanitation practices (ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

Recent seismic activity includes a magnitude 1.9 earthquake near Ridgecrest, California,
and a 1.5 magnitude quake near Jal, New Mexico, both recorded by USGS, indicating
ongoing minor tectonic activity in the western United States (USGS; USGS). Another quake
of magnitude 1.7 occurred near The Geysers, California, further underscoring regional
seismic activity (USGS).

NASA commemorated the 36th anniversary of the Hubble Space Telescope with a detailed
image of the Trifid Nebula, a vibrant star-forming region 5,000 light-years away, while also
highlighting the Artemis Il mission’s progress through the experiences of flight manager
Peter Rossoni (NASA; NASA).

Weather concerns include severe thunderstorms and heavy rain in the Mississippi Valley,
as well as fire weather risks in the Southern High Plains, according to the National Weather
Service (weather.gov).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

Excavations near ‘Akko reveal a late Ottoman to early British Mandate roadside
coffeehouse, illustrating the blend of local traditions with international trade through
artifacts like European porcelain and tobacco pipes, underscoring the region’s role in
cultural exchange (Israel Antiquities Authority). Similarly, pottery findings from Tel Yafo
span multiple eras, providing insight into the material culture and economic contacts of its
inhabitants across centuries (Israel Antiquities Authority).

Further archaeological work at Qedumim Square in Yafo uncovered remains from the Iron

Age through the British Mandate period, including a Umayyad fortress and a late Ottoman
street, enriching understanding of urban infrastructure and historical settlement patterns (
Israel Antiquities Authority).
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The Bible Archaeology Report highlights recent discoveries related to Ezra and Nehemiah,
including historical insights into Jerusalem’s Nea Church and other significant sites,
contributing to biblical historical scholarship (BiblePlaces).

Reflection

We should interpret these developments soberly, resisting both panic and apathy while
attending to what is true. Our aim is prayerful discernment—grounding convictions in
Scripture and keeping watch with steadiness and hope.
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