4 SPEARNET
[ rYy]

g'l‘& Living as Bereans

Global Watch Daily - April 12, 2026
Global Watch Daily - April 12, 2026

A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

US efforts to clear the Strait of Hormuz remain uncertain amid escalating military tensions.
The IDF has increased its readiness following unsuccessful talks with Iran and ongoing
strikes in Gaza and southern Lebanon (Times of Israel; JNS).

Powerful propaganda videos created with Al technology have surfaced, shaping
perceptions of the conflict. Meanwhile, the CIA reportedly employed Pegasus spyware in a
deception operation during a rescue mission in Iran (BBC News; Times of Israel).

Diplomatic tensions have also risen as Israel condemned South Korea’s president for
trivializing the Holocaust, underscoring ongoing challenges in international relations (JNS).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

Iran-backed militias in Iraq are funneling funds under the pretense of humanitarian aid to
support Tehran’s war efforts and proxy networks. Israel’s recent heavy bombardment of
Beirut represents the most intense aerial campaign since hostilities resumed (Long War
Journal; Long War Journal).

Costa Rica’s designation of the IRGC and Iranian proxies as terrorist groups highlights
growing international condemnation, while Syria pursues diplomatic engagement amid the
regional conflict, maintaining relative stability (FDD; Long War Journal).

US and Israeli forces have conducted a significant 40-day campaign aimed at degrading
Iran’s military capabilities. Despite this, Iran retains its power-projection capabilities,
reflecting the complex and ongoing nature of the conflict (Long War Journal).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

Hungarian voters turned out in record numbers as opposition candidate Péter Magyar
challenged Viktor Orban’s 16-year rule, signaling potential shifts in EU politics (BBC News;
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https://www.timesofisrael.com/daily-briefing-april-12-as-us-de-mines-strait-of-hormuz-traffic-status-still-murky/
https://www.jns.org/news/israel-news/idf-ordered-to-increase-readiness-after-iran-talks-fall-apart-report
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cjd8jrd1vnyo?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.timesofisrael.com/cia-reportedly-used-pegasus-software-for-deception-op-during-rescue-of-airman-in-iran/
https://www.jns.org/news/world/israel-slams-south-korea-leader-over-holocaust-remark
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/04/iraqi-fundraising-drives-linked-to-militias-channel-support-to-iran-and-hezbollah.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/04/iraqi-fundraising-drives-linked-to-militias-channel-support-to-iran-and-hezbollah.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/04/a-breakdown-of-israels-heavy-bombardment-of-beirut-on-april-8.php
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/04/10/costa-rica-designates-irgc-and-iranian-proxies-as-terrorist-groups/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/04/syria-focuses-on-diplomacy-amid-iran-war.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/04/analysis-how-to-assess-americas-40-days-of-war-against-iran.php
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cdxdepjrv95o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
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France24).

In Eastern Europe, Ukraine and Russia accuse each other of numerous ceasefire violations.
Ukrainian President Zelensky has pledged symmetrical responses to attacks, maintaining
regional instability (BBC News).

Elsewhere, reflections on the Artemis Il lunar mission celebrate human achievement, while
Southeast Asia contends with asset seizures linked to scams and ongoing labor abuses in
fishing industries, illustrating diverse global challenges (France24; The Diplomat).

Pestilence & Global Health

Scientists have identified the immune mechanism behind rare COVID vaccine-related
blood clots, paving the way for safer vaccine designs. Additionally, a diet rich in casein and
wheat gluten shows promise in drastically reducing cholera infections (ScienceDaily).

The drug bemnifosbuvir, currently in hepatitis C trials, has demonstrated potential to halt
hepatitis E virus replication, offering hope for a disease with no approved treatment.
Meanwhile, a new urine test promises same-day UTI diagnosis, significantly improving
antibiotic stewardship (ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

Recent seismic activity includes a magnitude 4.8 earthquake near Colombia and a
magnitude 4.2 quake off the coast of Washington, reflecting ongoing tectonic activity
monitored by the USGS (USGS; USGS).

NASA celebrates the return of Artemis Il astronauts after their record-setting lunar mission,
marking a milestone in space exploration. Ongoing cargo missions continue to support the
International Space Station (NASA; NASA).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

Israel is advancing its archaeological leadership through Al-enhanced databases, while
discoveries such as a First Temple period seal impression bearing Egyptian symbols enrich
historical understanding. Meanwhile, exhibitions such as the Great Isaiah Scroll are
temporarily closed for ongoing research (BiblePlaces).
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https://www.france24.com/en/orban-s-16-year-grip-on-power-under-threat-from-magyar
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cz78y73v830o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.france24.com/en/video/20260412-artemis-ii-crew-reflects-on-lunar-trip
https://thediplomat.com/2026/04/thailand-announces-further-asset-seizures-in-widening-scam-probe/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/04/260409101106.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/04/260405003949.htm
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/us6000sph9
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/us6000sph8
https://www.nasa.gov/news-release/la-nasa-da-la-bienvenida-a-la-tierra-a-los-exploradores-lunares-de-artemis-ii-quienes-batieron-records/
https://www.nasa.gov/news-release/nasa-science-cargo-launch-aboard-northrop-grumman-crs-24/
https://www.bibleplaces.com/blog/2026/04/weekend-roundup-part-1-296/
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Scholars are reassessing figures like Queen Hatshepsut, challenging long-held views, and
new evidence suggests the destruction of the Jewish temple on Elephantine Island,
contributing to evolving narratives in biblical archaeology (BiblePlaces).

Reflection

We should interpret these developments soberly, resisting both panic and apathy while
attending to what is true. Our aim is prayerful discernment—grounding convictions in
Scripture and keeping watch with steadiness and hope.

Page 3
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved


https://www.bibleplaces.com/blog/2026/03/weekend-roundup-part-2-299/

