
Why the Gospel Crucifixion Timelines Align

In the final moments of Jesus Christ’s crucifixion, the Gospel writers record a series of
extraordinary events: a supernatural darkness covering the land, the tearing of the temple
veil, a great earthquake, and the reactions of witnesses, such as the centurion. Critics
often point to the variation in how these events are presented, particularly between
Matthew 27, Mark 15, and Luke 23, and suggest that the accounts are contradictory. One
of the most common objections concerns whether the temple veil was torn before or after
Jesus died, based on Luke 23:45 and Matthew 27:50–51.

However, such objections arise from imposing a modern expectation of strict chronological
narration onto ancient texts that often prioritize theological emphasis over linear
sequencing. The Gospel writers are not contradicting one another; they are presenting
complementary perspectives on the same climactic moment in redemptive history. When
the passages are examined carefully, alongside their literary structure, theological intent,
and Old Testament background, the events align coherently and reveal profound meaning.
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