4 SPEARNET
[ rYy]

g'l‘& Living as Bereans

Why Jesus Cleansed the Temple Twice

One of the most frequently cited objections to the reliability of the Gospels concerns the
cleansing of the temple. In the Gospel of John, this event appears at the beginning of
Jesus’ ministry (John 2:13-17). In the Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—it
appears during the final week before the crucifixion (Matthew 21:12-13; Mark 11:15-17;
Luke 19:45-46). Critics argue that this discrepancy constitutes a contradiction, suggesting
that the Gospel writers either mislocated the event or altered the narrative for theological
purposes. However, a careful and disciplined examination of the text reveals that this
objection is based on an oversimplified reading of the accounts.

The most coherent explanation, supported by the text’s internal evidence, is that there
were two separate temple cleansings: one at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry and one at
the end. This conclusion is not forced or artificial. It arises naturally from the differences in
timing, language, context, and reaction described in the respective accounts. Furthermore,
when viewed through a broader biblical and typological framework, the dual cleansing
reveals a deliberate pattern that underscores Christ’s authority and the religious
leadership’s progressive rejection of it.
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