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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

Sgt. Liran Ben Zion, 19, was killed by an anti-tank missile in Lebanon, with several other
soldiers wounded in the attack. A blaze also erupted at the Haifa refinery following missile
strikes attributed to Iran and Hezbollah. Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu mourned this
heavy loss, highlighting Ben Zion’s service in the 401st “Iron Tracks” Brigade and
underscoring the ongoing toll of the conflict (Times of Israel; JNS).

Meanwhile, the Knesset is advancing legislation to compensate workers furloughed due to
the war, though some who returned under fire remain excluded from payments, sparking
criticism. The Haredi Shas Party has also voiced support for the death penalty for terrorists
ahead of final votes, reflecting heightened security concerns amid ongoing hostilities (
Times of Israel; JNS).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

The Iran-backed Houthis have escalated their involvement by launching missile and drone
attacks against Israel, marking their first direct military action in the conflict. Analysts
warn that attempts to seize Iran’s Kharg Island, a critical energy hub, could provoke a
wider war favoring Tehran’s strategic aims, complicating US and Israeli efforts to contain
the conflict (Long War Journal; BBC News).

The Houthis’ ballistic missile targeting of Beersheva represents a new front in the Iran war,
with threats to expand attacks unless demands are met. Meanwhile, geopolitical dynamics
are shifting as the conflict provides former President Trump with leverage against China,
given Beijing’s support for Iran, though caution is advised to avoid escalation (FDD; Long
War Journal).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

The strategic significance of Iran’s Kharg Island remains a focal point as the US monitors
its critical energy infrastructure amid rising tensions. Concurrently, countries worldwide

SPEARNET
Living as Bereans

Page 1
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved

https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-solider-killed-in-lebanon-blaze-at-haifa-refinery-after-iran-hezbollah-missile-attack/
https://www.jns.org/news/israel-news/netanyahu-mourns-heavy-loss-of-idf-soldier-killed-in-lebanon
https://www.timesofisrael.com/as-knesset-moves-to-pay-workers-furloughed-by-war-some-who-returned-under-fire-are-passed-over/
https://www.jns.org/news/israel-news/haredi-shas-party-backs-death-penalty-for-terrorists-ahead-of-final-votes
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/03/generation-jihad-the-kharg-island-trap.php
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c8jxzlwvd8ro?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/03/29/the-iran-war-has-given-trump-his-best-hand-against-china-now-he-shouldnt-fold/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/03/yemens-houthis-enter-iran-war-with-drone-and-missile-attacks-on-israel.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/03/yemens-houthis-enter-iran-war-with-drone-and-missile-attacks-on-israel.php


are implementing measures such as fuel rationing and free public transport to mitigate the
impact of soaring oil prices, reflecting global economic ripple effects (BBC News; BBC
News).

Diplomatic ties are evolving in East Asia, with Air China resuming direct flights to North
Korea after a six-year hiatus, signaling a thaw in relations following pandemic-related
border closures. Iranian leaders continue to dismiss statements from Donald Trump amid
ongoing US and Israeli strikes, emphasizing the complex interplay of rhetoric and military
actions in the region (France24; France24).

Pestilence & Global Health

Scientists have identified a distinct immune cell state associated with long COVID fatigue,
particularly among patients with initially mild or moderate infections, offering new insights
into this persistent condition. Concurrently, research reveals that malaria parasites utilize
tiny rocket-like engines powered by chemical reactions, a discovery that may inspire novel
treatments and innovations in microscopic robotics (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily).

In vaccine development, DNA origami platforms like DoriVac show promise of surpassing
mRNA vaccines by eliciting stronger, more controlled immune responses, potentially
improving stability and ease of manufacturing. Additionally, a common shingles vaccine
has demonstrated a remarkable reduction in the risk of heart attack and stroke,
highlighting unexpected cardiovascular benefits beyond infection prevention (ScienceDaily
; ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

Recent seismic activity includes a magnitude 1.3 earthquake near Placentia, California,
and a magnitude 2.4 event north of Karluk, Alaska, with depths ranging from 9.48 km to
56.3 km, indicating ongoing tectonic movements in these regions. NASA continues its
Artemis program, with missions managed by personnel like Erik Richards, advancing lunar
exploration and scientific payload delivery through partnerships with Intuitive Machines (
USGS; NASA).

Weather alerts highlight critical fire weather in the Plains and severe thunderstorms in the
Upper Mississippi Valley and Great Lakes, signaling volatile atmospheric conditions.
Additionally, a magnitude 4.4 earthquake struck east-southeast of Attu Station, Alaska,
underscoring the dynamic nature of seismic risks in the region (weather.gov; USGS).
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Middle Eastern Artifacts

Archaeological discoveries continue to shed light on ancient Middle Eastern history,
including evidence of an Indian visitor in Egypt’s Valley of the Kings and reassessments of
Queen Hatshepsut’s legacy, challenging long-held scholarly views. Excavations have also
uncovered a Byzantine church with colorful mosaics in the Negev and rare coins dating
back 2,000 years seized from smuggling attempts, enriching understanding of regional
cultural and trade dynamics (BiblePlaces; BiblePlaces).

Reflection

We should interpret these developments soberly, resisting both panic and apathy while
attending to what is true. Our aim is prayerful discernment—grounding convictions in
Scripture and keeping watch with steadiness and hope.
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