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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

Recent cuts at the US State Department have reduced the number of experts available to
analyze the escalating conflict with Iran, complicating diplomatic efforts amid ongoing
military strikes by the US and Israel. At the same time, security concerns are rising as two
men in the UK face indictment for spying on Jewish institutions on behalf of Iran,
highlighting how regional tensions are spilling into Western countries (Times of Israel; JNS).

Argentina’s president, Milei, has reaffirmed his country’s unwavering commitment to both
the United States and Israel as Argentina assumes leadership of the International
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance, underscoring global solidarity amid rising Middle East
tensions. Meanwhile, controversies surrounding antisemitism persist domestically in the
US, with the University of Florida College Republicans suing after being disbanded
following a Nazi salute incident, reflecting the complex social dynamics at play (JNS; Times
of Israel).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

US and Israeli forces continue to degrade Iran’s military and internal security capabilities
through targeted strikes on leadership, repression units, and energy infrastructure,
signaling a strategic effort to weaken the regime’s ability to sustain its war efforts.
Hezbollah’s Secretary-General, Naim Qassem, frames the conflict as a defensive war for
Lebanon, vowing to fight until Israel concedes, while Syria cautiously re-engages in
Lebanon, potentially pressuring Hezbollah from another front (Long War Journal; FDD).

Despite US efforts, allied support for reopening the Strait of Hormuz remains lacking,
complicating regional strategic logistics. Meanwhile, Iran’s naval assets have been heavily
targeted in Operation Epic Fury, with over 100 vessels destroyed, further degrading
Tehran’s maritime capabilities. The broader geopolitical landscape is also shaped by
European reflections on Brexit's impact, emphasizing the need for flexible partnerships
amid global tensions (FDD; Long War Journal; Chatham House).
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https://www.timesofisrael.com/amid-iran-war-us-state-department-operating-with-fewer-experts-after-deep-job-cuts/
https://www.jns.org/news/world/two-men-indicted-in-uk-for-spying-on-jews-for-iran
https://www.jns.org/news/world/milei-argentinas-commitment-to-the-united-states-and-israel-is-unwavering
https://www.timesofisrael.com/u-of-florida-college-republicans-seen-making-nazi-salutes-sue-school-for-disbanding-chapter/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/u-of-florida-college-republicans-seen-making-nazi-salutes-sue-school-for-disbanding-chapter/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/03/us-and-israel-strike-more-military-targets-plus-irans-leadership-repression-units-and-energy-sites-march-17-18-updates.php
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/03/18/syria-can-squeeze-hezbollah-but-caution-is-necessary/
https://www.fdd.org/in_the_news/2026/03/18/u-s-allies-fail-to-provide-support-for-reopening-strait-of-hormuz/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/03/10-major-iranian-naval-targets-struck-in-operation-epic-fury.php
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2026/03/brexit-was-colossal-mistake-says-president-stubb-finland-europe-should-build-flexible
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Global Macro & Geopolitics

The former US counter-terrorism head resigned amid the Iran war, asserting that Iran
posed no imminent threat, even as the FBI investigates alleged leaks, reflecting internal
US tensions over the conflict. Saudi Arabia has issued stern warnings of possible military
action in response to repeated Iranian attacks, marking a significant escalation in Gulf
regional dynamics. Concurrently, energy prices surged following strikes on key Qatari
infrastructure, exacerbating global economic pressures (BBC News; France24; BBC News).

In Southeast Asia, Thailand’s Parliament reconfirmed Anutin Charnvirakul as Prime
Minister, who now faces the challenge of managing domestic fallout from the oil price
shocks triggered by the Middle East war. Despite securing establishment support, the
ruling party’s grip remains fragile, especially given its lack of control in Bangkok, which
may influence future political stability (The Diplomat; The Diplomat).

Pestilence & Global Health

Scientists have discovered tiny rocket-like engines inside malaria parasites powered by a
reaction that breaks down hydrogen peroxide, a finding that could inspire new drugs and
innovations in microscopic robotics. Meanwhile, DNA origami vaccines are emerging as a
promising successor to mRNA technology, showing strong immune responses in early
studies and offering potential for easier manufacturing of vaccines against diseases such
as COVID-19 and Ebola (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily).

MIT researchers have identified the gut protein intelectin-2, which strengthens the mucus
barrier and traps harmful bacteria, offering new insights into gut immunity. Additionally,
clinical trials of vitamin D supplements showed no reduction in COVID-19 severity but
suggested a slight decrease in long COVID risk, while severe respiratory infections such as
COVID-19 or the flu may increase lung cancer risk years later, highlighting the importance
of vaccination (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily).

New archaeological findings challenge medieval disease stigma by revealing that even
those with leprosy in Denmark were buried in prestigious graves adjacent to churches,
suggesting more inclusive social attitudes than previously thought (ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

Recent seismic activity in California includes multiple minor earthquakes near Tres Pinos
and Cobb, with magnitudes ranging from 0.7 to 2.1 and shallow depths, indicating ongoing
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https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c33j3gxvgmro?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.france24.com/en/video/20260319-iran-saudi-arabia-warns-of-military-action-over-repeated-attacks
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c78x83lpgngo?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://thediplomat.com/2026/03/thai-parliament-reconfirms-anutin-charnvirakul-as-prime-minister/
https://thediplomat.com/2026/03/why-bhumjaithais-grip-on-power-is-more-fragile-than-it-looks/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/03/260318033111.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/03/260317015933.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/03/260315004403.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/03/260315001845.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/03/260313055130.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/03/260313002645.htm
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tectonic movements in the region. These events are closely monitored by the USGS for
potential impacts (USGS; USGS; USGS).

Abundant rainfall has transformed Central Australia’s arid “Red Centre” into a green
landscape, a rare and significant environmental event documented by NASA. Meanwhile,
NASA'’s Curiosity rover continues its exploration of Mars, investigating geological contacts
that shed light on the planet’s history. In the US, an early spring heat wave and critical fire
weather conditions are raising concerns across the Southwest and Central Rockies (NASA;
NASA; weather.gov).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

Archaeologists in Upper Egypt have uncovered approximately 3,000 ostraca pottery
fragments this season, bringing the total to about 43,000 and marking the largest known
collection from a single site in Egypt. This discovery offers unprecedented insights into
ancient Egyptian daily life and craftsmanship. Meanwhile, the Israel Museum prepares to
reopen its exhibitions, including “The Girl Who Wrote,” with online activities available
during current war-related closures, reflecting efforts to preserve cultural heritage amid
conflict (BiblePlaces; BiblePlaces).

Reflection

We should interpret these developments soberly, resisting both panic and apathy while
attending to what is true. Our aim is prayerful discernment—grounding convictions in
Scripture and keeping watch with steadiness and hope.
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https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/nc75330032
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/nc75330027
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/nc75330022
https://science.nasa.gov/earth/earth-observatory/australias-red-centre-turns-green/
https://science.nasa.gov/blog/curiosity-blog-sols-4832-4837-driving-the-contact-line/
http://www.weather.gov/www/wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/discussions/hpcdiscussions.php?disc=pmdspd
https://www.bibleplaces.com/blog/2026/03/weekend-roundup-179/
https://www.bibleplaces.com/blog/2026/03/weekend-roundup-178/

