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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

Hezbollah has intensified its commitment to an existential conflict against Israel, signaling
a potential final confrontation or a forced Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon, according to a

Times of Israel source. Meanwhile, Hamas has called on its key ally Iran to halt attacks on
Gulf states, while affirming Tehran’s right to self-defense amid ongoing regional tensions (
Times of Israel; BBC News).

Israeli forces continue daily attacks on Gaza, exacerbating humanitarian conditions amid
the broader conflict involving Iran, with at least five more Palestinians killed recently.
Additionally, political tensions remain high as a Palestinian actor was barred from
attending the Academy Awards due to travel bans, underscoring the intersection of culture
and conflict (Al Jazeera; Times of Israel).

Domestically, backlash has arisen against the Dearborn Heights mayor for his response to
a synagogue attack in Michigan, with the Republican Jewish Coalition condemning any
justification of violence linked to overseas conflicts. In parallel, a Muslim adviser resigned
from Trump’s Religious Liberty Commission over US atrocities, reflecting ongoing political
and religious tensions (JNS; JNS).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

US-Israeli operations have intensified, with dozens of airstrikes targeting Iran-backed
militias across lIraq, inflicting significant casualties and degrading lran’s military
capabilities. Despite claims by Iragi militias of downing a US aircraft, official reports
attribute the loss to a collision, highlighting the complex and opaque nature of the conflict
(Long War Journal; Long War Journal).

Israel has shifted to hyperlocal targeting within Iran, focusing on repression units and
regime figures in Tehran, supported by local intelligence. This approach follows the
degradation of Iran’s missile and drone capabilities, even as the regime projects public
stability under new leadership (Long War Journal; FDD).
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https://www.timesofisrael.com/hezbollah-goes-all-in-on-an-existential-war-against-israel-it-could-be-its-last/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvg3xk6xgyzo?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/3/14/israels-genocide-in-gaza-claims-another-5-palestinian-lives-amid-wider-war?traffic_source=rss
https://www.timesofisrael.com/palestinian-actor-says-he-cant-attend-academy-awards-because-of-trumps-travel-ban/
https://www.jns.org/muslim-adviser-to-trumps-religious-liberty-commission-resigns-over-us-atrocities/
https://www.jns.org/dearborn-heights-mayor-draws-backlash-over-response-to-michigan-synagogue-attack/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/03/dozens-of-airstrikes-target-iran-backed-militias-across-iraq.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/03/iran-backed-iraqi-militias-claim-downing-of-us-aircraft-us-says-not-due-to-hostile-fire.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/03/israel-shifts-to-hyperlocal-targeting-in-iran-as-regime-military-power-degrades-march-11-13-updates.php
https://www.fdd.org/in_the_news/quotes/2026/03/14/the-iran-war-may-not-be-won-by-the-side-thats-more-powerful/
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Regional security discussions extend beyond the Middle East, with Nigerian and Ghanaian
foreign ministers emphasizing local solutions to combat Boko Haram and maintain peace,
advocating for indirect US support rather than direct military involvement. This highlights
the importance of regional leadership in addressing security challenges (Chatham House;
FDD).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

The US has deployed the USS Tripoli amphibious assault ship, including Marine units and F-
35 jets, to the Middle East, signaling a robust military posture amid ongoing conflicts.
Meanwhile, diplomatic efforts continue with Trump’s trip to China, aiming for concrete
deliverables despite tempered expectations (France24; The Diplomat).

In regional dynamics, Hamas'’s call for Iran to halt attacks on Gulf states contrasts with
Iran’s critical energy infrastructure on Kharg Island, a strategic US target. These
developments underscore the complex interplay of military and geopolitical interests
shaping the Middle East (BBC News; BBC News).

India’s strategic edge in semiconductor alliances is emerging as Indo-Pacific powers
reorganize their supply chains amid US-China competition, reflecting broader shifts in the
global economic and technological landscape. These trends highlight the
interconnectedness of security, technology, and diplomacy (The Diplomat; France24).

Pestilence & Global Health

New research indicates that severe COVID-19 or influenza infections may increase the risk
of lung cancer years later due to chronic lung inflammation, though vaccination can
mitigate these effects. Concurrently, a novel antibiotic, EVG7, shows promise for treating
deadly gut infections without harming beneficial microbiomes, marking a significant
advance in infectious disease management (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily).

Historical and molecular studies reveal surprising social inclusivity in medieval Denmark’s
burial practices, where even those with stigmatized diseases received prestigious graves.
Meanwhile, scientists have identified a protein essential for malaria parasite replication,
offering a potential target for new treatments to combat this persistent global health
threat (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily).

Further insights into ancient plagues come from DNA analysis of a 4,000-year-old sheep,
revealing early strains of Yersinia pestis that spread without flea vectors, reshaping
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https://www.chathamhouse.org/2026/03/nigeria-and-ghana-foreign-ministers-discuss-security-aes-countries-boko-haram-and-us
https://www.fdd.org/podcasts/2026/03/13/the-arab-case-for-israel-3/
https://www.france24.com/en/us-deploys-uss-tripoli-amphibious-assault-ship-to-middle-east
https://thediplomat.com/2026/03/trumps-china-trip-3-possible-deliverables/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvg3xk6xgyzo?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c8jxzlwvd8ro?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://thediplomat.com/2026/03/skill-at-scale-indias-edge-in-semiconductor-alliances/
https://www.france24.com/en/two-weeks-into-the-war-in-the-middle-east-what-is-to-expect
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/03/260313055130.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/03/260311004824.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/03/260313002645.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/03/260304184221.htm
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understanding of disease transmission in antiquity. Additionally, the molecular basis of the
cooling sensation from mint has been elucidated, potentially informing new therapies for
pain and eye disorders (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

Recent seismic activity includes minor earthquakes near Beatty, Nevada; Susitna North,
Alaska; and Round Valley, California, with magnitudes ranging from 0.5 to 1.6. These
events pose minimal threat but highlight ongoing tectonic movements. Meanwhile, NASA
citizen scientists have identified unexpectedly high rates of solar flares and expanded data
streams for minor-planet observations, enhancing understanding of solar and celestial
phenomena (USGS; USGS; NASA; NASA).

Weather patterns reveal late-season winter storms alongside an unusual early-season heat
wave in the US Southwest, reflecting climate variability and the need for ongoing
monitoring. These conditions, combined with seismic and solar activity, underscore the
dynamic nature of Earth’s environment (weather.gov; USGS).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

The Israel Museum has adapted to wartime conditions by relocating key archaeological
artifacts to secure locations while continuing to offer online exhibitions and activities for
the public. Recent discoveries include rare coins from the First Jewish Revolt and Crusader
swords, enriching understanding of the region’s layered history (BiblePlaces; Israel
Antiquities Authority; BiblePlaces).

Excavations at Emesa (modern Homs, Syria) reveal the gradual transformation of a pagan
city into Christian and then Muslim domains, illustrating the region’s complex religious
evolution. Additionally, the Great Isaiah Scroll has been exhibited in its entirety, offering
profound insights into biblical history and textual transmission (BiblePlaces; Israel
Antiquities Authority).

Reflection

We should interpret these developments soberly, resisting both panic and apathy while
attending to what is true. Our aim is prayerful discernment—grounding convictions in
Scripture and keeping watch with steadiness and hope.
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https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/03/260306224232.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/03/260306224220.htm
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/nn00912625
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/aka2026fdcpod
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