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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

Recent tensions continue as families bereaved by the October 7 Hamas attack express
outrage over the involvement of former Shin Bet chief Ronen Bar in a leadership program,
highlighting ongoing sensitivities within Israeli security discourse (Times of Israel).
Meanwhile, diplomatic and economic relations between Jerusalem and New Delhi have
deepened through a series of agreements focused on innovation and collaboration,
reflecting Israel’s strategic outreach in Asia (JNS).

Legislative progress benefits new US immigrants to Israel, who are now exempt from
double social security taxation for their first five years, easing financial burdens and
encouraging aliyah (Times of Israel). On a lighter note, cultural celebrations continue with
former Governor Huckabee’s dogs dressed in Israeli and American flags ahead of Purim,
symbolizing enduring bonds between the two nations (JNS).

Regional economic challenges are underscored by Iran’s struggling economy, where
soaring living costs have sparked widespread protests, signaling deep societal strains (BBC
News). These developments contrast with Israel’s proactive diplomatic engagements,
illustrating the complex geopolitical landscape of the Middle East (Al Jazeera).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

The Houthis have intensified attacks against Yemeni government-aligned forces,
mobilizing personnel along key frontlines amid uncertainties about potential US strikes on
Iran, reflecting escalating regional tensions (Long War Journal). Concurrently, the US State
Department has ordered non-emergency personnel to leave the Beirut embassy, citing
threats possibly linked to Hezbollah, underscoring heightened security concerns in
Lebanon (Long War Journal).

Information warfare persists as Chinese online influence operations spread anti-American
conspiracy theories, complicating the geopolitical narrative and public perception (FDD).
Meanwhile, experts warn of an impending US confrontation with Iran, with strategic
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https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/02/houthis-escalate-attacks-against-yemeni-government-aligned-forces.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/02/state-department-orders-non-emergency-personnel-to-depart-from-beirut-embassy.php
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/02/26/chinese-online-influence-operation-spreads-anti-american-conspiracy-claims/


analyses highlighting the complex interplay of intelligence and homeland security threats (
FDD).

In diplomatic developments, Chatham House has appointed Owen Jenkins as Research
Director for Africa, the Middle East, and Asia Pacific, aiming to enhance analysis of global
alliances and regional power dynamics (Chatham House). Ukrainian Ambassador Valerii
Zaluzhnyi emphasizes that future warfare will rely on technological alliances and robotic
systems, signaling a shift in military strategy and international cooperation (Chatham
House).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

Tragic violence continues worldwide with the discovery of 14-year-old Celeste Rivas
Hernandez’s remains in singer D4vd’s car, intensifying investigations into the case (BBC
News). In South Africa, the deadly ‘taxi wars’ have claimed the life of a 14-year-old girl,
highlighting ongoing instability in the transport sector (BBC News).

In cultural news, male ballet dancer Kadeem En Pointe shares his journey to inspire more
men to dance en pointe, challenging traditional gender norms in the arts (France24).
Meanwhile, controversy surrounds the US Justice Department, accused of withholding
Epstein files related to Donald Trump, fueling political tensions (France24).

Economically, Southeast Asia’s Grab has turned profitable for the first time, marking a
milestone for the region’s tech sector (The Diplomat). Thailand’s election body has
certified most parliamentary seats, affirming Bhumjaithai’s victory and paving the way for
a new coalition government (The Diplomat).

Pestilence & Global Health

New research suggests that the shingles vaccine may slow biological aging and reduce
chronic inflammation, offering promising health benefits for older adults (ScienceDaily).
Additionally, scientists have engineered bacteria capable of invading and consuming
cancer tumors from within, potentially revolutionizing cancer treatment (ScienceDaily).

A universal nasal spray vaccine developed at Stanford Medicine shows potential to protect
against COVID-19, flu, pneumonia, and allergens by boosting lung immune defenses,
marking a significant advance in immunization (ScienceDaily). Meanwhile, a bacterium
frozen for 5,000 years in a Romanian ice cave exhibits resistance to modern antibiotics,
raising questions about the evolution of antibiotic resistance (ScienceDaily).
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Research links the common pneumonia bacterium Chlamydia pneumoniae to Alzheimer’s
disease by demonstrating its role in brain inflammation and amyloid-beta buildup,
especially in individuals with the APOE4 gene (ScienceDaily). Furthermore, a reengineered
HPV vaccine enhances T cell response to HPV-driven tumors, showing promise in slowing
tumor growth and extending survival in animal models (ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

Seismic activity continues with recent earthquakes recorded near Pedro Bay, Alaska
(magnitude 2.7), The Geysers, California (magnitude 0.9), and Cloverdale, California
(magnitude 1.4), reflecting ongoing tectonic movements (USGS; USGS; USGS).

In Colombia, unusually heavy early-February rains caused the Sinú River to overflow,
flooding villages and farmland in the northern region and highlighting the challenges
posed by dry-season floods (NASA). NASA’s Aerospace Safety Advisory Panel released its
2025 annual report, noting achievements and ongoing challenges related to workforce,
budgets, and the complexity of human spaceflight missions (NASA).

Fire weather concerns persist across the US Plains amid the spread of record warmth,
emphasizing the need for vigilance during the dry season (weather.gov).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

Archaeological excavations continue to yield significant finds, including a cistern
uncovered beneath the Crusader wall at Mi‘iliya, shedding light on medieval water
management (Israel Antiquities Authority). At Khirbat Jamnith, a burial cave containing
ossuaries was examined, providing insights into ancient funerary practices (Israel
Antiquities Authority).

Recent reports highlight discoveries such as a 4th-century basilica with a large reception
hall in Ostia and the use of AI to decode ancient Roman board game rules, illustrating the
integration of technology in archaeology (BiblePlaces). Additionally, a Second Temple-
period stone tool workshop was found on Mount Scopus, alongside a rare bronze scale pan
discovered in Sussiya, enriching the understanding of daily life in ancient Jewish towns (
BiblePlaces).

These findings collectively contribute to a deeper appreciation of the historical and cultural
heritage of the Middle East, bridging past and present through ongoing research and
preservation efforts (Israel Antiquities Authority).
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Reflection

We should interpret these developments soberly, resisting both panic and apathy while
attending to what is true. Our aim is prayerful discernment—grounding convictions in
Scripture and keeping watch with steadiness and hope.
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