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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

Following the October 7 attacks, the Jewish people are called to move beyond cultural
unity toward assertive political action, defending democracy and renewing the Zionist
vision (Times of Israel). Meanwhile, tensions continue as police intervened to rescue two
female IDF soldiers from rioters in Bnei Brak during a welfare visit, underscoring ongoing
unrest within ultra-Orthodox communities (JNS).

In military developments, the IDF issued evacuation orders for Tehran ahead of planned
strikes, signaling escalating regional conflict (Jerusalem Post). Syrian forces have taken
control of the Al-Shadadi base near the Jordan-lraq border, marking a shift in regional
power dynamics (Times of Israel).

Israeli airstrikes in Gaza have resulted in at least eleven deaths, including a strike on a
tent encampment in northern Gaza, intensifying humanitarian concerns (BBC News). Gaza
analyst Jehad Abusalim discussed the implications of former President Trump’s ‘Board of
Peace’ initiative for the enclave’s future (Al Jazeera).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

Hamas has renewed threats against rival Palestinian militias in Gaza, warning that Israeli
military protection is insufficient and signaling ongoing intra-Palestinian conflict (Long War
Journal). At the same time, the US Treasury sanctioned a Lebanese gold exchange linked
to Hezbollah’s financial network, aiming to disrupt terror funding (Long War Journal).

Expert testimony before UK parliamentary committees highlighted the legal complexities
of US actions in Venezuela, with calls for stronger multilateral diplomacy to uphold
international law (Chatham House; Chatham House).

Israeli military operations in Lebanon against Hezbollah have decreased in intensity but
continue to focus on southern regions, reflecting ongoing security challenges (Long War
Journal). Meanwhile, Chatham House warns of a fracturing Western alliance amid
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https://www.timesofisrael.com/we-backed-birthright-these-are-the-next-big-ideas-for-the-jewish-people/
https://www.jns.org/police-rescue-two-female-idf-soldiers-from-bnei-brak-rioters/
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-857933
https://www.timesofisrael.com/syria-assumes-control-of-another-base-from-us-forces-the-second-within-days/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c8r15eyvk2do?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.aljazeera.com/video/upfront/2026/2/15/gaza-author-and-analyst-jehad-abusalim-on-trumps-board-of-peace?traffic_source=rss
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/02/hamas-renews-threats-against-rival-palestinian-militias-in-gaza.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/02/hamas-renews-threats-against-rival-palestinian-militias-in-gaza.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/02/analysis-us-treasury-sanctions-hezbollah-front-designed-to-insulate-terror-groups-gold-reserves.php
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2026/02/chatham-house-fellow-gives-evidence-uk-house-lords-international-relations-and-defence
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2026/02/chatham-house-fellow-gives-evidence-venezuela-uk-parliament-foreign-affairs-committee
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/02/israeli-operations-in-lebanon-against-hezbollah-february-2-8-2026.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/02/israeli-operations-in-lebanon-against-hezbollah-february-2-8-2026.php
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superpower rivalry and shifts in US foreign policy under President Trump (Chatham House

).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

Israeli strikes in Gaza have caused multiple casualties, further escalating regional tensions
(BBC News). Meanwhile, Ghana has demanded the extradition of a Russian man accused
of secretly filming women, highlighting challenges in international legal cooperation (BBC
News).

EU foreign policy chief Kaja Kallas rejected US rhetoric about Europe’s ‘civilizational
erasure,” emphasizing unity at the Munich Security Conference (France24). French
investigations into the Jeffrey Epstein case reveal global tensions as authorities examine
potential French involvement (France24).

India’s maritime diplomacy is gaining prominence through the Milan-26 naval exercise,
showcasing its growing hard and soft power (The Diplomat). Kazakhstan continues efforts
to extradite Russian activists, reflecting ongoing geopolitical pressures in the region (The

Diplomat).

Pestilence & Global Health

New research reveals that immune responses are shaped by both genetics and life
experiences, with epigenetic mapping uncovering how past exposures influence disease
outcomes (ScienceDaily). Simulations demonstrate that HIN1 and COVID-19 spread
rapidly across US cities, driven by major travel hubs, underscoring the need for early
detection systems (ScienceDaily).

Scientists have identified a unique bacterial sugar that could be targeted to defeat drug-
resistant superbugs, offering new therapeutic avenues (ScienceDaily). A novel nasal
vaccine demonstrated strong protection against H5N1 bird flu in animal tests, potentially
preventing early-stage infections (ScienceDaily).

Researchers in Bangladesh detected a bat-borne virus infecting humans, raising concerns

about undetected zoonotic threats alongside the Nipah virus (ScienceDaily). Additionally, a
global study found that long COVID brain fog is reported more frequently in the US than in
other countries, likely due to cultural and healthcare access differences (ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens
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https://www.chathamhouse.org/2026/01/chatham-house-director-bronwen-maddox-warns-does-mark-end-western-alliance
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c8r15eyvk2do?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c9wn5p299eko?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c9wn5p299eko?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20260215-europe-bashing-eu-top-diplomat-kallas-rejects-us-talk-civilisational-decline
https://www.france24.com/en/epstein-files-unveil-new-global-tensions
https://thediplomat.com/2026/02/milan-26-indias-maritime-diplomacy-comes-of-age/
https://thediplomat.com/2026/02/with-deportations-and-extraditions-kazakhstan-continues-pursuit-of-fled-russians/
https://thediplomat.com/2026/02/with-deportations-and-extraditions-kazakhstan-continues-pursuit-of-fled-russians/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/02/260210040608.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/02/260207092906.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/02/260206020850.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/02/260204114343.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/01/260131084131.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/01/260128075319.htm
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Recent seismic activity includes a magnitude 1.0 earthquake near Ackerly, Texas, and a
magnitude 2.6 event southeast of New Allakaket, Alaska, both recorded by USGS (USGS;
USGS). Additionally, a magnitude 2.7 quake was reported near Camuy, Puerto Rico (USGS
).

NASA successfully launched the SpaceX Crew-12 mission to the International Space
Station, carrying astronauts from NASA, ESA, and Roscosmos, marking continued
international cooperation in space exploration (NASA; NASA).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

Recent developments include findings from Yafo, Ha-Te‘uda Ha-Aduma Street: The Military
Finds / 'o1, "nia nnyITn aRTIMN: NNXX ¥ax' — the excavation uncovered fourteen military
items, including two cannonballs and twelve small-caliber bullets. This correlates with the
glass finds at the same site, which yielded about fifty glass items dating from the late
nineteenth to mid-twentieth centuries CE, including imported pieces. Additionally, the
volume titled 77 | Khirbat ‘Amra: A Rural Site from the Hellenistic to Early Islamic Periods
in the Be'er Sheva’ Valley presents the final report of large-scale salvage excavations
directed by Gil Tahal on behalf of the IAA in 1993-1994 at Khirbat ‘Amra, located in the
northern Negev (Israel Antiquities Authority; Israel Antiquities Authority; Israel Antiquities

Authority).

Reflection

We should interpret these developments soberly, resisting both panic and apathy while
attending to what is true. Our aim is prayerful discernment—grounding convictions in
Scripture and keeping watch with steadiness and hope.

Page 3
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved


https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/tx2026dfqbau
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/ak2026dfqeij
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/pr71508053
https://www.nasa.gov/image-article/crew-12-launches/
https://www.nasa.gov/news-release/nasas-spacex-crew-12-launches-to-international-space-station/
https://publications.iaa.org.il/qadum/vol2/iss1/9
https://publications.iaa.org.il/qadum/vol2/iss1/8
https://publications.iaa.org.il/iaareports/83
https://publications.iaa.org.il/iaareports/83

