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This study guide provides an educational overview of Romans Chapter 3 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Romans Chapter 3 serves as a pivotal point in Paul’s letter to the Romans, transitioning
from the problem of human sinfulness to the solution found in God’s righteousness. This
chapter deepens the discussion on the universality of sin and introduces the concept of
justification by faith. Readers should watch for Paul’s use of Old Testament quotations to
support his argument and the unfolding revelation of God’s righteousness apart from the
law.

Context

The immediate literary context of Romans 3 follows Paul’s exposition in chapters 1 and 2,
where he establishes that both Gentiles and Jews are under sin. This chapter continues
addressing the Jewish question, responding to objections about the value of the law and
the advantage of being a Jew. Historically, Paul writes to a diverse Roman church
composed of both Jewish and Gentile believers, grappling with the covenantal implications
of the law and faith. Paul is the key speaker, articulating God’s plan of salvation in the
setting of the early church’s theological challenges.

Outline

Romans 3 can be divided into three main movements. First, Paul addresses the question of
Jewish advantage and the faithfulness of God despite human unfaithfulness (verses 1–8).
Second, he confirms that both Jews and Gentiles are under sin, quoting Scripture to
demonstrate universal guilt (verses 9–20). Third, Paul reveals the righteousness of God
that comes through faith in Jesus Christ, apart from the law, culminating in the declaration
of justification by grace through faith (verses 21–31).

Verse-by-Verse Study
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Verses 1–3: Paul begins by affirming the value of being a Jew and the advantage of the
law, emphasizing God’s faithfulness even when human unfaithfulness is evident. He
anticipates objections about God’s justice in judging sin.

Verses 4–8: Paul refutes accusations that God’s righteousness might be compromised by
human sin or that believers should continue sinning to increase grace. He asserts that
God’s truth and judgment stand firm, and human unrighteousness cannot nullify divine
justice.

Verses 9–10: Paul declares that both Jews and Gentiles are under sin, quoting Old
Testament scripture to establish that no one is righteous on their own.

Verses 11–18: A series of Old Testament citations describe the universal sinful condition of
humanity, highlighting the absence of understanding, the corruption of hearts, and the
prevalence of evil actions and speech.

Verses 19–20: Paul concludes that the law’s purpose is to make people conscious of sin,
but it cannot justify anyone before God because no one can be made righteous by works
of the law.

Verses 21–22: Paul introduces the righteousness of God that is revealed apart from the
law, accessible through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.

Verses 23–24: All have sinned and fall short of God’s glory, yet they are justified freely by
God’s grace through the redemption found in Christ Jesus.

Verses 25–26: Christ’s sacrifice is presented as a demonstration of God’s justice and
mercy, satisfying divine wrath and providing forgiveness through faith in Jesus’ blood.

Verses 27–28: Paul emphasizes that boasting is excluded because justification is by faith,
not by works of the law.

Verses 29–30: God is the God of both Jews and Gentiles, and justification by faith is
available to all, affirming the unity of believers regardless of ethnic background.

Verse 31: Paul concludes by stating that faith does not nullify the law but upholds it,
indicating that the law’s true purpose is fulfilled through faith.

Key Themes
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One key theme is the universality of sin, where Paul insists that all humanity, Jew and
Gentile alike, is under sin and in need of God’s righteousness. Another theme is the
faithfulness of God, who remains just and true despite human failure. The chapter also
highlights justification by faith as the means of receiving God’s righteousness, apart from
works of the law. Finally, the righteousness of God is revealed through Jesus Christ, whose
sacrificial death satisfies divine justice and offers redemption.

Cross-References

Psalm 14:1–3 and Psalm 53:1–3 are foundational Old Testament texts Paul quotes to
establish universal sinfulness. Habakkuk 2:4, referenced in verse 17, supports the doctrine
of justification by faith. Galatians 2:16 parallels Romans 3:28 in affirming justification apart
from works of the law. Isaiah 59:7–8 echoes the descriptions of sinful behavior found in
verses 13–15. Hebrews 10:14 helps clarify the significance of Christ’s sacrifice as a once-
for-all offering that perfects believers.

Application

Romans 3 challenges modern disciples to recognize their universal need for God’s grace,
moving beyond self-righteousness or reliance on religious performance. It invites believers
to rest in the sufficiency of Christ’s sacrifice and to embrace faith as the means of
righteousness. This chapter also encourages humility, reminding Christians that boasting
is excluded because salvation is a gift, not an achievement. Additionally, it calls for unity
within the diverse body of Christ, affirming that God’s righteousness is available to all who
believe, regardless of background.

Summary

Romans Chapter 3 systematically reveals the universal problem of sin and the faithfulness
of God in providing a solution through justification by faith. Paul dismantles any confidence
in the law or human effort, instead presenting God’s righteousness as a gift accessed
through faith in Jesus Christ. This chapter bridges the diagnosis of human sinfulness with
the hope of redemption, setting the foundation for the transformative power of the gospel.
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