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This study guide provides an educational overview of Romans Chapter 16 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Romans Chapter 16 serves as the concluding section of Paul’s epistle to the Romans,
offering personal greetings, commendations, and final exhortations. This chapter shifts
from theological exposition to practical and relational matters, highlighting the network of
believers in Rome and emphasizing unity within the body of Christ. Readers should watch
for the extensive list of individuals Paul names, which reveals the early church’s diversity
and the importance of mutual recognition and support among believers.

Context

Romans 16 follows Paul’s comprehensive presentation of the gospel and its implications
for both Jews and Gentiles. The letter was written by Paul during his third missionary
journey, likely from Corinth, addressing the church in Rome, a community he had not yet
visited. The chapter’s immediate literary context is the conclusion of doctrinal teaching
and practical exhortation, moving toward personal greetings and warnings. Historically,
this reflects the early Christian movement’s struggle to maintain unity amid cultural and
ethnic diversity, and Paul’s role as an apostle seeking to strengthen relationships within
the covenant community of believers.

Outline

The chapter opens with a commendation of Phoebe, a servant of the church, highlighting
her role in delivering the letter and her service. This is followed by a series of personal
greetings to various individuals and households, each briefly described with their
contributions or character traits. Paul then issues a warning against those who cause
divisions, urging believers to avoid them. The chapter concludes with a doxology praising
God’s wisdom and power, bringing the letter to a solemn and triumphant close.

Verse-by-Verse Study
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Verses 1–3: Paul commends Phoebe, identifying her as a deacon of the church at
Cenchreae and entrusting her with the letter to the Romans. This highlights the important
role of women in early church ministry and the trust Paul places in her.

Verses 4–16: Paul sends greetings to a wide array of believers, including Priscilla and
Aquila, notable co-workers in ministry, and others who have labored in the gospel. These
greetings reveal the interconnectedness of the early Christian community and the various
forms of service and hospitality that sustain it.

Verses 17–20: Paul warns the Roman believers to be cautious of those who cause divisions
and create obstacles contrary to the teaching they have received. He encourages them to
maintain peace and assures them of God’s ultimate victory over evil.

Verses 21–23: Paul mentions additional co-workers, including Timothy and Lucius,
emphasizing the collaborative nature of the apostolic mission and the shared commitment
to the gospel.

Verses 24–27: The chapter closes with a doxology, praising God for the revelation of the
mystery of the gospel, which was kept secret but is now made known to all nations. This
final praise encapsulates the theological heart of the entire epistle and affirms God’s
wisdom and glory.

Key Themes

One key theme is the recognition of faithful service within the church, as seen in the
commendation of Phoebe and others. This underscores the value of diverse gifts and roles
in building up the body of Christ. Another theme is the call for unity and vigilance against
divisiveness, reminding believers that the gospel’s integrity depends on communal
harmony. The chapter also highlights the mystery of the gospel revealed to all nations,
affirming the inclusive nature of God’s salvation plan. Finally, the doxology emphasizes
God’s sovereign wisdom and power in accomplishing His redemptive purposes.

Cross-References

Phoebe’s role as a servant or deacon connects with 1 Timothy 3:8–13, where qualifications
for deacons are outlined, providing insight into early church leadership roles. The warning
against divisive individuals parallels Titus 3:10–11, reinforcing the need for church
discipline to preserve unity. The mention of Priscilla and Aquila recalls Acts 18, where their
ministry partnership with Paul is described, illustrating the collaborative nature of early
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evangelism. The doxology’s focus on the mystery of the gospel resonates with Ephesians
3:3–6, where Paul expands on the revelation of God’s plan to include Gentiles. These
cross-references deepen understanding of the chapter’s themes and historical setting.

Application

Modern believers can apply Romans 16 by recognizing and valuing the diverse gifts and
contributions within their own faith communities, much like Paul’s greetings affirm various
individuals’ roles. The chapter challenges disciples to foster unity and avoid behaviors that
cause division, emphasizing peace and mutual respect. It also encourages active
participation in service, hospitality, and support for those who labor in the gospel. Finally,
the doxology invites believers to continually praise God for the revelation of salvation
through Christ, inspiring worship rooted in gratitude for God’s wisdom and grace.

Summary

Romans 16 concludes Paul’s letter with personal greetings that highlight the early church’s
relational and ministerial diversity, a call to unity in the face of potential division, and a
powerful doxology celebrating the revealed mystery of the gospel. This chapter bridges
doctrinal teaching and practical living, reminding believers of the importance of
community, faithful service, and God’s sovereign work in salvation history.
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