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This study guide provides an educational overview of Revelation Chapter 9 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Revelation Chapter 9 continues the apocalyptic vision that unfolds the judgments of the
end times. This chapter focuses on the sounding of the fifth and sixth trumpets, often
referred to as the first two “woes.” It contributes a vivid and intense portrayal of divine
judgment through symbolic imagery involving locusts and horsemen, emphasizing the
severity and specificity of God’s wrath. Readers should watch for the detailed descriptions
of these judgments, their temporal limits, and the interplay between divine justice and
human response.

Context

Revelation 9 is situated within the series of trumpet judgments that begin in Revelation 8.
The immediate literary context is the opening of the seventh seal, which introduces the
seven trumpets as a sequence of escalating divine judgments. The chapter follows the
sounding of the fourth trumpet and introduces the fifth and sixth trumpets, marking the
first two woes. The setting is a visionary experience given to John, who records the
unfolding cosmic conflict between God and the forces of evil. The key speaker is the angel
who sounds the trumpet, and the narrative includes symbolic figures such as the star
fallen from heaven and the locust-like creatures. Historically, the imagery reflects the
covenantal theme of God’s judgment on rebellious nations, echoing Old Testament
prophetic traditions.

Outline

The chapter can be divided into two main movements. First, the sounding of the fifth
trumpet introduces the release of the “locusts” from the abyss, who torment those without
God’s seal for five months. This section describes the origin, appearance, authority, and
limited power of these creatures. Second, the sounding of the sixth trumpet releases four
angels bound at the Euphrates River, who lead an army of horsemen to kill a third of
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mankind. This section details the number of troops, their destructive power, and the
resulting human response. The chapter closes with a note on the hardened hearts of the
survivors, setting the stage for further judgment.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: The fifth trumpet sounds, and a star fallen from heaven is given the key to the
abyss. Upon opening it, smoke rises, darkening the air and sun. From the smoke emerge
locust-like creatures with power to torment but not kill, targeting those without God’s seal
for five months. This imagery symbolizes a demonic invasion limited in scope and
duration, emphasizing divine control over evil.

Verses 4–6: The locusts are commanded not to harm the grass, trees, or any green plant,
but only those people who lack the seal of God on their foreheads. Their torment is
described as severe, causing such pain that people seek death but cannot find it. This
highlights the specificity of God’s judgment and the torment as a call to repentance rather
than annihilation.

Verses 7–10: The locusts’ appearance is detailed with features like crowns of gold, faces
like humans, hair like women, teeth like lions, and tails with stings. They resemble horses
prepared for battle, emphasizing their destructive nature and terrifying presence. Their
power to harm is likened to scorpions, reinforcing the theme of painful but controlled
judgment.

Verses 11: The leader of the locusts is named Abaddon in Hebrew and Apollyon in Greek,
both meaning “Destroyer.” This identifies the force behind the torment as a personified
agent of destruction, linking the judgment to demonic authority.

Verses 12–15: The sixth trumpet sounds, marking the second woe. Four angels bound at
the great river Euphrates are released to kill a third of mankind. They lead an army of 200
million mounted troops, described with terrifying features such as fire, smoke, and sulfur
emanating from their horses. This passage portrays a massive and deadly judgment with
cosmic and earthly dimensions.

Verses 16–19: The description of the horsemen’s power continues, emphasizing their
ability to inflict death through fire, smoke, and sulfur. The number of troops and the vivid
imagery underscore the scale and severity of this judgment.
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Verses 20–21: Despite these devastating judgments, the survivors do not repent of their
idolatry, murders, sorceries, sexual immorality, or thefts. This refusal to repent highlights
human stubbornness and the hardness of heart even in the face of divine wrath, setting a
somber tone for the ongoing conflict.

Key Themes

One key theme is the sovereignty of God over evil, demonstrated by the controlled release
and limitation of destructive forces. Another theme is the specificity of judgment, targeting
only those without God’s seal, emphasizing divine justice and mercy. The chapter also
explores the theme of spiritual torment as a call to repentance rather than immediate
destruction. Additionally, the hardness of human hearts in the face of judgment is a
sobering reminder of the consequences of persistent rebellion. The imagery of cosmic
warfare underscores the ongoing spiritual battle between good and evil.

Cross-References

The locust imagery recalls the plagues of Egypt in Exodus, where locusts were agents of
divine judgment. The abyss and demonic release connect to passages like Isaiah 14 and
Ezekiel 28, which describe the fall of evil powers. The sealing of God’s servants parallels
Revelation 7, emphasizing protection amid judgment. The army of horsemen and the
Euphrates River recall Old Testament prophecies such as Joel 2 and Ezekiel 38–39, which
depict massive invasions and divine warfare. The theme of hardened hearts echoes
Pharaoh’s response in Exodus, illustrating the tragic persistence of rebellion despite clear
judgment.

Application

For modern disciples, Revelation 9 challenges believers to recognize God’s ultimate
authority over evil and to trust in His justice even when judgment seems severe. The
chapter calls for self-examination regarding one’s spiritual condition and the presence of
God’s seal in one’s life. It also warns against the hardness of heart that resists God’s call
to repentance despite clear evidence of His power. The vivid imagery encourages
believers to remain spiritually vigilant and faithful, understanding that suffering and trials
may serve a divine purpose. Finally, it invites reflection on the cosmic scope of spiritual
warfare and the hope of ultimate victory through Christ.

Summary
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Revelation Chapter 9 presents a dramatic continuation of the trumpet judgments,
revealing two powerful waves of divine wrath through symbolic locusts and an immense
army of horsemen. These judgments are marked by their specificity, temporal limits, and
terrifying imagery, underscoring God’s sovereign control over evil forces. Despite the
severity of these plagues, human stubbornness persists, highlighting the tragic
consequences of rejecting God’s mercy. The chapter deepens the apocalyptic narrative by
portraying the cosmic battle between good and evil and calls readers to repentance,
faithfulness, and trust in God’s ultimate plan.
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