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This study guide provides an educational overview of Revelation Chapter 15 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Revelation Chapter 15 serves as a pivotal transition in the book, bridging the visions of
judgment with the final outpouring of God’s wrath. This chapter introduces the preparation
for the seven last plagues, emphasizing the purity and power of God’s righteous judgment.
Readers should watch for the depiction of the victorious saints, the heavenly temple
scene, and the introduction of the seven angels with the seven plagues, which set the
stage for the climactic events that follow.

Context

The immediate literary context of Revelation 15 follows the pouring out of the seven bowls
of God’s wrath in chapter 14, which concludes the series of trumpet judgments. This
chapter introduces a new series of judgments—the seven last plagues—signifying the final
and complete expression of divine wrath. Historically, the book of Revelation was written
during a time of persecution for early Christians, and the imagery reflects a cosmic battle
between good and evil. Key figures include the victorious saints who have endured
persecution, the heavenly temple where God’s presence dwells, and the seven angels
commissioned to execute the final judgments. The setting is a heavenly vision,
emphasizing God’s sovereignty and the certainty of His justice.

Outline

The chapter begins with a vision of seven angels holding the seven last plagues, signaling
a new phase in the divine judgment. This is followed by a scene of the victorious saints
standing beside a sea of glass mixed with fire, singing the song of Moses and the Lamb in
praise of God’s justice and power. The narrative then shifts to the heavenly temple, where
the seven angels prepare to pour out the final plagues. The chapter closes with the temple
filled with smoke from God’s glory and power, preventing anyone from entering until the
judgments are completed. This structure highlights the themes of victory, worship, and the
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execution of God’s final wrath.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: John sees seven angels with seven last plagues, which complete God’s wrath.
The scene shifts to those victorious over the beast, standing by a fiery sea of glass, singing
the song of Moses and the Lamb, celebrating God’s righteous acts and judgments.

Verses 4–8: The heavenly temple is revealed, filled with the smoke of God’s glory and
power. The seven angels prepare to pour out the last plagues, and no one is allowed to
enter the temple until these judgments are complete, emphasizing the solemnity and
finality of God’s wrath.

Key Themes

One key theme is the completeness of God’s judgment, portrayed through the seven last
plagues that bring finality to divine wrath. Another theme is the victorious perseverance of
the saints, who stand firm and worship God despite persecution. The chapter also
highlights the holiness and glory of God’s presence in the heavenly temple, underscoring
His sovereign authority over judgment. Lastly, the theme of worship unites the saints and
angels in praise, acknowledging God’s righteous acts and faithfulness.

Cross-References

Exodus 15:1–21 is referenced through the song of Moses, linking the deliverance of Israel
from Egypt to the ultimate victory of God’s people in Revelation. This connection
underscores God’s power to save and judge. Psalm 97:2 speaks of God’s righteousness
and judgment, illuminating the themes of divine justice in Revelation 15. The temple
imagery recalls Ezekiel 10, where God’s glory fills the temple, highlighting the holiness and
majesty of God’s presence. Finally, Revelation 16 introduces the pouring out of the seven
bowls, directly continuing the narrative begun in chapter 15.

Application

For modern disciples, Revelation 15 calls believers to stand firm in faith amid trials,
inspired by the example of the victorious saints who endure persecution. It encourages
worship that acknowledges God’s justice and sovereignty, reminding Christians that God’s
judgment is both righteous and purposeful. The chapter also challenges believers to trust
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in God’s timing and power, knowing that ultimate victory belongs to Him. Furthermore, it
invites reflection on the holiness of God’s presence and the seriousness of divine
judgment, fostering reverence and awe in the Christian life.

Summary

Revelation 15 marks a solemn and triumphant moment in the book’s progression,
presenting the victorious saints praising God as the seven angels prepare to unleash the
final plagues. The chapter emphasizes the completeness of God’s judgment, the
perseverance of His people, and the holiness of His presence in the heavenly temple. It
sets the stage for the climactic outpouring of God’s wrath, assuring readers of the
certainty of divine justice and the ultimate triumph of God’s kingdom.
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