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This study guide provides an educational overview of Revelation Chapter 11 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Revelation Chapter 11 serves as a pivotal moment in the unfolding vision of the end times,
bridging the prophetic imagery of the temple and the testimony of God’s witnesses with
the cosmic battle between good and evil. This chapter introduces the measuring of the
temple, the ministry and martyrdom of the two witnesses, and culminates in the sounding
of the seventh trumpet. Readers should watch for the symbolic significance of the temple,
the identity and role of the two witnesses, and the dramatic shift toward God’s ultimate
victory as the chapter progresses.

Context

Revelation 11 follows the initial visions of the seven seals and introduces the seventh seal,
which contains the seven trumpets. The immediate literary context includes the opening
of the temple and the measuring of its sanctuary, signaling God’s protection and
judgment. Historically and covenantally, the temple represents God’s presence among His
people, harkening back to the Old Testament sanctuary and the prophetic tradition. The
key figures in this chapter are the two witnesses, who embody faithful testimony amid
persecution, and the angelic voices that proclaim God’s sovereignty. The setting is
apocalyptic, blending earthly and heavenly realms to reveal spiritual realities behind
historical events.

Outline

The chapter begins with the command to measure the temple and its worshipers,
emphasizing divine protection and judgment. This is followed by the introduction of the
two witnesses who prophesy for 1,260 days, wielding miraculous powers reminiscent of
Old Testament prophets. Their ministry provokes opposition, leading to their death and
public display by the beast from the abyss. After three and a half days, God resurrects
them, and they ascend to heaven, triggering fear and worship among observers. The
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chapter concludes with the sounding of the seventh trumpet, signaling the proclamation of
God’s kingdom and the final phase of His redemptive plan.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: John is given a measuring rod and instructed to measure the temple of God,
the altar, and those who worship there. This act symbolizes God’s protection over His
people and the judgment against those outside the sanctuary. The outer court is left
unmeasured, indicating vulnerability to the nations who will trample the holy city for a set
time.

Verses 4–6: The two witnesses are introduced as olive trees and lampstands, symbols of
anointed ministry and divine illumination. They prophesy clothed in sackcloth for 1,260
days, empowered to perform miracles such as shutting the sky, turning water to blood,
and striking the earth with plagues, echoing Elijah and Moses.

Verses 7–10: The beast from the abyss makes war against the two witnesses, ultimately
killing them. Their bodies lie in the street of the great city, symbolically called Sodom and
Egypt, representing moral corruption and oppression. Their death is celebrated by the
inhabitants of the earth, highlighting the conflict between God’s witnesses and worldly
powers.

Verses 11–13: After three and a half days, the two witnesses are resurrected by the breath
of life from God. They stand on their feet, causing fear among their enemies. A great
earthquake follows, resulting in the destruction of a tenth of the city and the death of
many, demonstrating God’s judgment and power.

Verses 14–15: The second woe passes, and the seventh trumpet sounds. Loud voices in
heaven proclaim the kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of Christ, who will
reign forever. This marks a climactic moment in the divine plan, affirming God’s
sovereignty and the final victory over evil.

Verses 16–19: The twenty-four elders worship God, acknowledging His reign and the
judgment of the dead. The temple in heaven is opened, revealing the ark of His covenant,
symbolizing God’s faithfulness and covenant relationship with His people. This vision
concludes with lightning, thunder, an earthquake, and hail, emphasizing the awe-inspiring
power of God.

Key Themes
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One key theme is divine protection and judgment, portrayed through the measuring of the
temple and the selective preservation of God’s people. The ministry of the two witnesses
highlights faithful testimony amid persecution, emphasizing the power of prophetic
witness and the reality of spiritual warfare. Resurrection and vindication are central,
demonstrating God’s ultimate authority over life and death. The sounding of the seventh
trumpet introduces the theme of God’s kingdom breaking into history, assuring believers
of the final triumph of Christ. Lastly, worship and covenant faithfulness are underscored by
the heavenly response and the revelation of the ark, linking God’s promises to His
unfolding plan.

Cross-References

The measuring of the temple recalls Ezekiel 40, where the temple is measured as a sign of
God’s presence and protection. The two witnesses evoke Elijah (1 Kings 17–19) and Moses
(Exodus 7–11), particularly in their miracles and prophetic roles. The 1,260 days
correspond to prophetic timeframes found in Daniel 7 and 12, linking Revelation to Old
Testament apocalyptic literature. The resurrection after three and a half days parallels
Jesus’ resurrection and the concept of vindication in Psalm 16. The seventh trumpet’s
proclamation of God’s kingdom aligns with Daniel 7:13–14 and Psalm 2, affirming Christ’s
eternal reign. The ark of the covenant symbolizes God’s covenant presence, as seen in
Exodus 25, reinforcing the continuity of God’s redemptive work.

Application

For modern disciples, Revelation 11 challenges believers to remain faithful witnesses in a
hostile world, trusting that God protects His people even amid trials. The measuring of the
temple encourages reflection on spiritual boundaries and the importance of being within
God’s protective covenant. The two witnesses inspire courage to proclaim truth boldly,
empowered by God’s Spirit. Their resurrection reminds believers of the hope of vindication
beyond suffering. The sounding of the seventh trumpet calls the church to anticipate and
live in the reality of Christ’s kingdom, fostering worship that acknowledges God’s
sovereignty. This chapter invites believers to engage in spiritual warfare with confidence,
knowing that God’s ultimate victory is assured.

Summary

Revelation 11 unfolds a dramatic vision of God’s protective judgment, faithful prophetic
witness, and the inauguration of Christ’s eternal kingdom. Through the measuring of the
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temple, the ministry and martyrdom of the two witnesses, and the sounding of the
seventh trumpet, the chapter reveals the tension between divine sovereignty and earthly
opposition. It assures believers of God’s power to vindicate His people and the certainty of
His ultimate reign. This chapter bridges the prophetic and the eschatological, inviting
readers to trust in God’s unfolding plan and to participate faithfully in His redemptive
mission.
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