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This study guide provides an educational overview of Matthew Chapter 19 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Matthew chapter 19 marks a pivotal moment in Jesus’ public ministry, addressing critical
questions about marriage, divorce, wealth, and discipleship. This chapter contributes
significantly to the flow of the Gospel by deepening Jesus’ teaching on the kingdom of
heaven and the demands it places on His followers. Readers should watch for the way
Jesus interacts with Pharisees, His disciples, and others, revealing divine principles that
challenge cultural norms and personal ambitions.

Context

The immediate literary context of Matthew 19 follows Jesus’ teachings on the kingdom and
righteousness in chapters 5 through 18. Here, Jesus moves from parables and ethical
instructions to direct confrontations with religious leaders and practical issues of life. The
chapter is set in the region of Judea, shortly before Jesus begins His final journey to
Jerusalem. The key speakers include Jesus, the Pharisees who question Him about divorce,
His disciples, and a rich young man seeking eternal life. The covenantal backdrop involves
the Mosaic Law and God’s original design for marriage as established in Genesis, which
Jesus references to clarify God’s intent.

Outline

Matthew 19 can be divided into four main movements: first, Jesus’ teaching on marriage
and divorce in response to the Pharisees’ question; second, His instruction on celibacy and
singleness for the kingdom; third, the encounter with the rich young man who seeks
eternal life; and fourth, Jesus’ teaching on the difficulty for the rich to enter the kingdom of
heaven, concluding with a promise of reward for those who follow Him. Each section builds
on the previous, highlighting the cost and commitment of discipleship.

Verse-by-Verse Study
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Verses 1–3: The Pharisees approach Jesus to test Him about the lawfulness of divorce,
reflecting a contentious debate over Mosaic law interpretations. Jesus responds by
redirecting attention to God’s original design for marriage.

Verses 4–6: Jesus cites Genesis, emphasizing that marriage is a divine union meant to be
permanent, “one flesh,” which human beings should not separate.

Verses 7–9: When pressed about Moses permitting divorce, Jesus explains it was due to
human hardness of heart, but from the beginning, divorce was not intended. This reveals
the tension between divine ideal and human concession.

Verses 10–12: The disciples react to Jesus’ strict teaching on divorce, and He speaks about
the calling to singleness for the kingdom, acknowledging different gifts and the cost of
total devotion.

Verses 13–15: Jesus welcomes little children, affirming their value in the kingdom and
rebuking those who would hinder them, highlighting humility and dependence as kingdom
virtues.

Verses 16–22: A rich young man asks how to obtain eternal life. Jesus points to the
commandments, which the man claims to have kept, then challenges him to sell his
possessions and follow Him, exposing the barrier of wealth to full discipleship.

Verses 23–30: Jesus teaches about the difficulty for the rich to enter the kingdom of
heaven, using the metaphor of a camel passing through the eye of a needle. He reassures
that with God all things are possible and promises rewards for those who leave everything
to follow Him, foreshadowing the cost and blessing of discipleship.

Key Themes

One key theme is the sanctity and permanence of marriage as God’s original design,
contrasting human legalism and concession. Another theme is the radical call to
discipleship that demands total surrender, including detachment from wealth and social
status. The chapter also emphasizes the value of childlike humility and dependence as
prerequisites for entering the kingdom. Finally, the tension between human weakness and
divine possibility runs throughout, affirming that salvation and kingdom entrance are
ultimately acts of God’s grace.

Cross-References
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Jesus’ teaching on marriage and divorce in Matthew 19 echoes Genesis 1:27–28 and 2:24,
where the creation of man and woman and the establishment of marriage are first
described. His comments about divorce relate to Deuteronomy 24:1–4, where Moses
allowed divorce due to hardness of heart. The rich young man’s encounter parallels Mark
10:17–31 and Luke 18:18–30, providing additional perspective on wealth and discipleship.
Jesus’ promise of rewards for those who sacrifice for the kingdom connects with passages
like Luke 14:26–33 and Revelation 22:12, emphasizing the eschatological hope for faithful
followers.

Application

Modern disciples are called to reflect deeply on Jesus’ teaching about marriage,
recognizing it as a sacred covenant that requires commitment and faithfulness beyond
cultural norms. The challenge to surrender wealth and possessions invites believers to
evaluate what might hinder their wholehearted following of Christ. Embracing childlike
humility involves trusting God’s grace rather than relying on personal achievements. The
chapter encourages believers to consider the cost of discipleship realistically, trusting that
God enables what seems impossible and rewards faithfulness in this life and the next.

Summary

Matthew 19 presents a profound teaching on the nature of marriage, the demands of
discipleship, and the kingdom of heaven’s values. Jesus confronts legalistic interpretations
of the law, calls for radical commitment that may include singleness or sacrifice of wealth,
and highlights the necessity of humility and dependence on God. This chapter challenges
believers to align their lives with God’s original design and to trust in His power to enable
faithful obedience and eternal reward.
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