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Study Guide: Luke - Chapter 6

This study guide provides an educational overview of Luke Chapter 6 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Luke Chapter 6 marks a pivotal moment in Jesus’ public ministry, revealing His
authoritative teaching and the establishment of new ethical standards for His followers.
This chapter contributes significantly to the flow of Luke’s Gospel by transitioning from
Jesus’ early miracles and growing popularity to a deeper exposition of His teachings and
the foundation of His community. Readers should watch for the tension between Jesus and
religious leaders, the selection of the twelve apostles, and the radical nature of His ethical
instructions, which challenge conventional wisdom and social norms.

Context

Luke 6 occurs after Jesus’ initial Galilean ministry, where He performed miracles and
gained followers. The immediate literary context includes Jesus’ healing on the Sabbath
and His growing conflict with Pharisees over the interpretation of the Law. Historically, this
chapter is set within the covenantal framework of God’s promise to Israel, now being
reinterpreted in light of Jesus’ messianic mission. The key speaker is Jesus Himself,
teaching His disciples and the crowds. The setting moves from the synagogue to a
mountain, symbolizing a new revelation akin to Moses receiving the Law, highlighting
Jesus as the new lawgiver.

Outline

The chapter opens with a confrontation over Sabbath observance, illustrating Jesus’
authority over traditional interpretations. It then moves to the selection of the twelve
apostles, establishing the leadership core of His movement. Following this, Jesus delivers a
profound sermon on a level place, addressing blessings and woes that invert worldly
values. The chapter concludes with teachings on love, mercy, and the call to live out these
principles practically, emphasizing the importance of action over mere words.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: Jesus and His disciples walk through grainfields on the Sabbath, and the
disciples begin to pluck heads of grain. The Pharisees challenge this as unlawful,
highlighting the tension between Jesus’ interpretation of the Law and that of the religious
leaders.

Verses 4-5: Jesus responds by citing David’s actions when in need, emphasizing human
need over ritualistic legalism and asserting His lordship over the Sabbath.

Verses 6-11: Jesus heals a man with a withered hand on the Sabbath, provoking further
opposition. This miracle underscores Jesus’ authority to do good and challenge legalistic
constraints.

Verses 12-16: Jesus spends the night in prayer before choosing twelve apostles, signifying
divine guidance in leadership selection and the establishment of a new covenant
community.

Verses 17-19: Jesus descends to a level place and teaches a large crowd, indicating His
accessibility and the broad scope of His ministry.

Verses 20-26: The Beatitudes and corresponding woes are pronounced, reversing worldly
values by blessing the poor, hungry, and persecuted while warning the rich and satisfied of
impending judgment.

Verses 27-36: Jesus instructs on love for enemies, generosity, and mercy, calling His
followers to reflect God’s character through radical compassion and forgiveness.

Verses 37-42: Teachings on judgment and discernment emphasize self-examination
before criticizing others, promoting humility and fairness in community relationships.

Verses 43-45: Jesus uses the metaphor of a tree and its fruit to illustrate that a person’s
actions reveal their true nature, stressing integrity and authenticity.

Verses 46-49: The chapter concludes with the parable of the wise and foolish builders,
urging obedience to Jesus’ words as the foundation for a resilient life, especially in the face
of trials.

Key Themes
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One key theme is the authority of Jesus over the Law and Sabbath, demonstrating that
mercy and human need take precedence over ritual. Another theme is the establishment
of the twelve apostles, symbolizing the foundation of the new covenant community. The
Beatitudes reveal a radical redefinition of blessing and woe, emphasizing God’s upside-
down kingdom values. Love for enemies and mercy highlight the transformative ethics
Jesus demands, reflecting God’s character. Finally, the emphasis on authentic obedience
and self-examination underscores the necessity of aligning inner character with outward
actions.

Cross-References

The Sabbath controversies echo Exodus 20:8-11 and the broader Mosaic Law, clarifying
Jesus’ fulfillment and reinterpretation of the Law. The selection of the twelve apostles
parallels Matthew 10 and Mark 3, emphasizing apostolic authority. The Beatitudes connect
closely with Matthew 5, providing complementary perspectives on the kingdom ethic.
Jesus’ teaching on love for enemies recalls Leviticus 19:18 but extends it radically,
anticipating teachings in Romans 12:14-21. The parable of the wise and foolish builders
corresponds with Matthew 7:24-27, reinforcing the importance of obedience to Jesus’
words as the foundation of faith.

Application

Modern discipleship calls for a reexamination of how we interpret religious rules and
traditions, prioritizing compassion and human need over legalism. The example of Jesus
choosing the twelve invites believers to recognize the importance of prayerful leadership
and community formation. The Beatitudes challenge contemporary values by encouraging
contentment in spiritual poverty and perseverance through persecution. Loving enemies
and practicing mercy require intentional effort to reflect God’s grace in difficult
relationships. Finally, the call to obedience reminds believers that faith must be lived out
authentically, with self-awareness and humility guiding interactions within the church and
society.

Summary

Luke 6 presents a transformative moment where Jesus asserts His authority over the Law,
establishes His core leadership, and reveals the ethical demands of His kingdom. Through
confrontations, teachings, and parables, the chapter invites readers into a new
understanding of blessing, love, mercy, and obedience. It challenges traditional values and
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calls for a community founded on authentic faith and radical compassion, setting the tone
for the rest of Jesus’ ministry and the life of His followers.
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