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Study Guide: Luke - Chapter 16

This study guide provides an educational overview of Luke Chapter 16 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Luke Chapter 16 presents a challenging and thought-provoking section of Jesus’ teaching,
focusing on stewardship, wealth, and the consequences of our earthly choices. This
chapter contributes to the Gospel’s flow by emphasizing the responsible use of material
resources in light of eternal realities. Readers should watch for the parables and teachings
that confront common attitudes toward wealth and accountability, as well as the vivid
contrasts between worldly shrewdness and spiritual wisdom.

Context

Luke 16 is situated within Jesus’ broader teaching on discipleship and the kingdom of God,
particularly emphasizing the ethical demands placed upon followers. The immediate
literary context includes Jesus addressing His disciples and the Pharisees, who were lovers
of money, highlighting the tension between religious authority and worldly values.
Historically, the covenantal framework underscores God’s provision and the call to faithful
stewardship, while the parable settings reflect first-century economic and social realities.
Key speakers include Jesus as the primary teacher and the Pharisees as a contrasting
audience, with the narrative unfolding in a setting where wealth and morality intersect.

Outline

The chapter opens with the Parable of the Unjust Steward, illustrating shrewdness in
managing resources under threat of dismissal. This is followed by Jesus’ teaching on the
use of worldly wealth to gain eternal friends and the impossibility of serving both God and
money. Next, Jesus addresses the Pharisees’ attitude toward wealth, exposing their
hypocrisy. The latter part of the chapter presents the story of the Rich Man and Lazarus, a
vivid depiction of the afterlife and the reversal of fortunes. The chapter concludes with a
warning about the sufficiency of Moses and the Prophets for guiding repentance and
belief.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: Jesus introduces the parable of a steward who is about to be fired for
mismanagement. The steward acts shrewdly to secure his future by reducing debts owed
to his master’s debtors, demonstrating worldly wisdom.

Verses 4-8: Jesus commends the steward’s prudence, not his dishonesty, highlighting the
necessity of shrewdness in the kingdom of God. The parable challenges listeners to be
wise in their spiritual stewardship.

Verses 9-13: Jesus teaches that believers should use worldly wealth to make friends who
can aid them in eternal dwellings, emphasizing faithfulness in small things and warning
that one cannot serve both God and money.

Verses 14-15: Jesus confronts the Pharisees, who love money, exposing their hypocrisy by
contrasting human praise with God’s judgment of what is exalted or despised.

Verses 16-18: Jesus explains that the Law and the Prophets were until John the Baptist,
and underscores the seriousness of divorce, equating it with adultery in certain contexts,
highlighting covenant faithfulness.

Verses 19-21: The narrative shifts to the story of the Rich Man and Lazarus. Lazarus, a
poor man covered with sores, lies at the rich man’s gate, longing for crumbs, setting up a
stark social and spiritual contrast.

Verses 22-23: Both men die; Lazarus is carried by angels to Abraham’s side, a place of
comfort, while the rich man finds himself in torment in Hades, illustrating the reversal of
fortunes after death.

Verses 24-26: The rich man pleads for relief and for Lazarus to warn his brothers, but
Abraham explains the fixed nature of their eternal destinies and the sufficiency of the
Scriptures for repentance.

Verses 27-31: The rich man requests that Lazarus be sent from the dead to warn his
brothers, but Abraham replies that if they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they
will not be convinced even by resurrection, emphasizing the authority of God’s word.

Key Themes
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One key theme is the wise and faithful stewardship of material resources, recognizing that
earthly wealth is a tool for eternal investment rather than mere personal gain. The chapter
also highlights the tension between serving God and serving money, exposing the
impossibility of divided loyalty. Another theme is the reversal of fortunes in the afterlife,
underscoring divine justice and the consequences of earthly choices. The sufficiency of
Scripture as a guide for repentance and faith is emphasized, reinforcing the authority of
God'’s revelation over miraculous signs. Finally, the chapter challenges superficial
religiosity and calls for genuine faith expressed through responsible living.

Cross-References

The Parable of the Unjust Steward parallels teachings in Matthew 25 about faithful
stewardship and readiness for the master’s return, clarifying the importance of wise
management. Jesus’ warning about serving two masters echoes Deuteronomy 6’s call for
wholehearted devotion to God. The story of the Rich Man and Lazarus relates to themes in
Revelation 20 concerning final judgment and eternal destinies, providing a vivid
illustration of reward and punishment. The emphasis on Moses and the Prophets aligns
with Jesus’ own teaching in John 5 about the Scriptures bearing witness to Him,
underscoring their sufficiency for salvation. Lastly, Jesus’ critique of the Pharisees’ love of
money connects with warnings in 1 Timothy 6 about the dangers of wealth in the life of
faith.

Application

Modern disciples are called to examine their attitudes toward wealth and possessions,
recognizing them as entrusted resources to be used for kingdom purposes rather than
personal indulgence. The chapter encourages believers to cultivate spiritual shrewdness,
making decisions that reflect eternal values rather than temporary gain. It challenges the
tendency to divide loyalty between God and materialism, urging wholehearted
commitment to God’s purposes. The story of the Rich Man and Lazarus serves as a sober
reminder of the consequences of neglecting compassion and justice. Additionally, the
sufficiency of Scripture as the foundation for faith calls believers to deepen their
engagement with God’s word rather than seeking signs or miracles as proof. Practically,
this means living with generosity, integrity, and a focus on eternal realities in daily
choices.

Summary
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Luke 16 challenges readers to embrace faithful stewardship of worldly wealth as a
reflection of their eternal priorities. Through the parable of the unjust steward, Jesus
teaches the necessity of spiritual shrewdness and the wise use of resources. The chapter
exposes the dangers of divided loyalty between God and money and confronts superficial
religiosity. The story of the Rich Man and Lazarus vividly illustrates the eternal
consequences of earthly choices, while affirming the sufficiency of Scripture for guiding
repentance and faith. Together, these teachings call believers to live with integrity,
generosity, and a clear focus on the kingdom of God.
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