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Study Guide: John - Chapter 17

This study guide provides an educational overview of John Chapter 17 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

John Chapter 17 stands as a profound and intimate prayer of Jesus, often called the High
Priestly Prayer. It marks the culmination of Jesus’ farewell discourse and reveals His
deepest desires for Himself, His disciples, and all believers. This chapter contributes a
pivotal moment in the Gospel of John by unveiling the heart of Jesus’ mission and His
relationship with the Father. Readers should watch for the themes of unity, glorification,
and divine protection as Jesus intercedes on behalf of His followers.

Context

John 17 is situated immediately after Jesus’ final teachings to His disciples during the Last
Supper, just before His arrest and crucifixion. The chapter captures Jesus praying in the
presence of His disciples, highlighting the intimate setting of His intercession. The
immediate literary context is the farewell discourse spanning chapters 13 to 16, where
Jesus prepares His disciples for His departure. Historically, this prayer reflects the
covenantal relationship between Jesus and the Father, emphasizing the fulfillment of God’s
redemptive plan through the Son. Jesus is the sole speaker, and His prayer reveals His
divine role as mediator and High Priest.

Outline

The chapter can be divided into three main sections. First, Jesus prays for Himself, asking
for glorification so that He may complete the work entrusted to Him. Second, He prays for
His immediate disciples, requesting their protection, sanctification, and unity as they
continue His mission. Third, Jesus extends His prayer to all future believers, emphasizing
the unity of all Christians and their shared mission in the world. Each section flows
naturally from the previous, moving from Jesus’ personal relationship with the Father to
the corporate identity of His followers.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: Jesus begins by addressing the Father as “the hour” of His glorification has
come. He asks the Father to glorify Him so that He may glorify the Father in return. The
purpose of this glorification is to grant eternal life to those given to Him, defining eternal
life as knowing the only true God and Jesus Christ whom He sent.

Verses 4-5: Jesus reflects on the work He has completed on earth, expressing confidence
that the Father has glorified Him. He requests to be glorified again, this time with the glory
He had before the world existed, pointing to His pre-incarnate divine status.

Verses 6-8: Jesus acknowledges those the Father has given Him—His disciples—and
declares that He has revealed the Father’'s name to them. This revelation has resulted in
their belief that Jesus came from God.

Verses 9-10: Jesus prays specifically for His disciples, not for the world, emphasizing the
unique relationship between the Father and the Son and the protection granted to the
disciples through this relationship.

Verses 11-12: Jesus asks the Father to protect His disciples in His name so that they may
be unified as He and the Father are one. He also expresses sorrow that one disciple, Judas,
has been lost, fulfilling Scripture.

Verses 13-16: Jesus prays that His disciples may experience joy and be kept from the evil
one while living in the world, which does not belong to them, just as it does not belong to
Him.

Verses 17-19: Jesus requests sanctification for His disciples through the truth of God’s
word and commits Himself to the world by sending them out as the Father sent Him.

Verses 20-21: Jesus expands His prayer to include all future believers, asking that they
may be one just as He and the Father are one, so that the world may believe in the divine
mission of Jesus.

Verses 22-23: Jesus speaks of the glory given to believers, which unites them perfectly,
mirroring the unity between the Father and the Son.

Verses 24-26: Jesus expresses His desire that believers be with Him to behold His glory
and know the love of the Father through Him. He concludes by affirming that He has made
the Father’s name known to them and will continue to do so.

Page 2
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved



4 SPEARNET
[ rYy]

g'l l Living as Bereans

Key Themes

The theme of glorification is central, revealing the mutual glorification between the Father
and the Son as the foundation for eternal life. Unity is another dominant theme,
emphasizing the oneness of believers modeled on the divine unity of Father and Son.
Jesus’ role as intercessor and High Priest is highlighted in His prayer for protection,
sanctification, and joy for His followers. The chapter also underscores the intimate
knowledge of God as the essence of eternal life and the mission of believers to witness to
the world through their unity and sanctification.

Cross-References

John 13:31-32 provides background on glorification, linking Jesus’ death with the
glorification of both Father and Son. Romans 8:34 and Hebrews 7:25 reflect Jesus’ ongoing
intercessory role, deepening understanding of His prayer in John 17. Ephesians 4:3-6
echoes the call for unity among believers, reinforcing the prayer’'s emphasis on oneness. 1
John 5:20 connects eternal life with knowing God and Jesus Christ, mirroring the definition
given in this chapter. Psalm 41:9 and Zechariah 13:7 shed light on the reference to Judas’
betrayal, fulfilling Scripture and highlighting Jesus’ awareness of His mission’s cost.

Application

Modern disciples are called to embrace the unity Jesus prays for, fostering reconciliation
and harmony within the church as a testimony to the world. Believers are encouraged to
seek sanctification through God'’s truth, allowing the Word to shape their character and
mission. The prayer challenges Christians to rely on Jesus’ intercession for protection and
joy amid a hostile world. Understanding eternal life as knowing God invites a deeper
relational faith rather than mere doctrinal assent. Finally, the chapter inspires believers to
participate actively in Jesus’ mission by embodying His love and unity in their daily lives.

Summary

John 17 presents Jesus’ heartfelt prayer that reveals His desire for glorification, the
protection and sanctification of His disciples, and the unity of all believers. It bridges His
earthly ministry and the ongoing mission of the church by emphasizing the intimate
relationship between Father, Son, and followers. The chapter calls readers to a profound
understanding of eternal life as relational knowledge of God and challenges the church to
live out the unity and holiness that reflect the divine nature. This prayer encapsulates the
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core of Jesus’ mission and serves as a model for intercession and community in the
Christian life.
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