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This study guide provides an educational overview of Acts Chapter 27 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Acts Chapter 27 marks a pivotal moment in the Apostle Paul’s journey to Rome,
highlighting the perilous sea voyage that tests faith, leadership, and divine providence.
This chapter contributes significantly to the narrative flow of Acts by transitioning from
Paul’s legal trials to his physical journey under Roman custody. Readers should watch for
the interplay between human decision-making and God’s sovereign control, as well as the
vivid depiction of maritime danger and divine reassurance.

Context

The immediate literary context of Acts 27 follows Paul’s arrest in Jerusalem and his
subsequent appeal to Caesar, which leads to his transfer to Rome for trial. This chapter is
set aboard a Roman ship navigating the Mediterranean Sea, with Paul as a prisoner
alongside Roman centurions and sailors. The historical frame reflects the Roman imperial
system’s legal and military procedures, while the covenantal context underscores God’s
faithfulness in fulfilling His promises through Paul’s mission. Key figures include Paul, the
centurion Julius, the ship’s captain, and the crew, all interacting within a high-stakes
environment that tests faith and leadership.

Outline

The chapter unfolds in three main movements. First, the preparation and departure from
Caesarea, detailing the ship’s itinerary and initial challenges. Second, the onset of the
storm, where Paul warns against sailing further, followed by the intensification of the
tempest and the crew’s desperate measures. Third, the shipwreck and the miraculous
preservation of all aboard, culminating in their arrival on the island of Malta. Each section
reveals escalating tension and divine intervention, moving the narrative from uncertainty
to deliverance.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: Paul is placed under the custody of Julius, a centurion, and they set sail from
Caesarea with several other prisoners, indicating the seriousness of Paul’s journey and the
Roman legal process.

Verses 4–12: The ship makes stops along the coast, including Sidon and Myra, with Paul
advising caution about the voyage due to the approaching winter, but the centurion and
ship’s crew decide to proceed, highlighting human judgment in tension with prophetic
insight.

Verses 13–20: A violent storm, called a northeaster, strikes, driving the ship off course and
causing fear among the crew. The sailors’ attempts to secure the ship and lighten the load
reveal their desperation and the severity of the situation.

Verses 21–26: Paul receives a divine message from an angel assuring him that no lives will
be lost despite the shipwreck, emphasizing God’s sovereign protection and the importance
of faith amid crisis.

Verses 27–38: The storm continues unabated, and the crew takes drastic measures,
including throwing cargo overboard and preparing to abandon ship. Paul’s leadership and
encouragement sustain the group, and the centurion chooses to heed Paul’s advice,
demonstrating trust in God’s word.

Verses 39–44: The ship runs aground on the island of Malta. Despite the destruction of the
vessel, all aboard survive, fulfilling the angel’s promise and showcasing God’s deliverance
through seemingly hopeless circumstances.

Key Themes

One key theme is divine sovereignty over nature and human affairs, as God controls the
storm and ensures the safety of Paul and the others. Another theme is faithful leadership
under pressure, with Paul exemplifying courage and trust in God’s promises. The chapter
also explores the tension between human decision-making and divine guidance, showing
the consequences of ignoring wise counsel. Lastly, the theme of hope amid adversity is
prominent, as the promise of survival sustains the group through the crisis.

Cross-References
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Psalm 107:23–30 provides a poetic parallel to the storm at sea, illustrating God’s power
over the waters and His deliverance of those in peril. Jesus calming the storm in Mark
4:35–41 echoes the theme of divine authority over nature found in Acts 27. Paul’s earlier
visions and assurances in Acts 23:11 set the stage for the angelic message in this chapter,
reinforcing God’s ongoing guidance. The shipwreck of Jonah in Jonah 1 offers a typological
background, contrasting Jonah’s disobedience with Paul’s faithful endurance.

Application

Modern disciples can draw encouragement from Paul’s example of trusting God amid
uncertainty and danger. The chapter challenges believers to balance prudent decision-
making with openness to divine direction, recognizing that God’s purposes prevail even
when circumstances seem dire. It also calls for faithful leadership that inspires hope and
unity in crisis. Additionally, the narrative invites reflection on God’s protection and
provision in life’s storms, encouraging perseverance and confidence in His promises.

Summary

Acts 27 narrates Paul’s hazardous sea voyage to Rome, revealing the interplay of human
choices and divine sovereignty amid a life-threatening storm. The chapter moves from
preparation and warning to crisis and deliverance, highlighting themes of faith, leadership,
and God’s protective power. Through Paul’s steadfastness and God’s intervention, the
shipwreck results not in loss but in preservation, underscoring the chapter’s message of
hope and divine faithfulness in the face of adversity.
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