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Study Guide: Acts - Chapter 22

This study guide provides an educational overview of Acts Chapter 22 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Acts Chapter 22 serves as a pivotal moment in the Book of Acts, where the Apostle Paul
delivers a personal defense before a hostile crowd in Jerusalem. This chapter contributes
to the narrative by revealing Paul’s background, his dramatic conversion experience, and
his unwavering commitment to the gospel. Readers should watch for the way Paul bridges
his Jewish heritage with his Christian faith, highlighting the tension between tradition and
revelation. The chapter also sets the stage for the escalating conflicts that will follow,
emphasizing the cost of discipleship and the power of testimony.

Context

The immediate literary context of Acts 22 follows the uproar in Jerusalem caused by Paul’s
presence and his preaching about Jesus. The chapter is set in Jerusalem, where Paul
addresses a crowd that has just seized him, accusing him of defiling the temple. The
historical frame is rooted in the early Christian movement’s tension with Jewish authorities
and Roman governance. Paul, formerly Saul of Tarsus, is the key speaker, offering his
testimony to explain his mission and to appeal for understanding. This chapter connects
the covenantal history of Israel with the new covenant in Christ, illustrating the continuity
and fulfillment of God’s promises.

Outline

The chapter begins with Paul addressing the crowd in Hebrew, establishing rapport and
authority. He recounts his Jewish upbringing and zeal for the law, emphasizing his former
persecution of Christians. The narrative then shifts to his transformative encounter with
the risen Christ on the road to Damascus, a turning point that redefines his mission. Paul
explains his commission to preach to the Gentiles, which provokes further hostility. The
chapter concludes with an attempt by the Roman commander to interrogate Paul,
revealing the escalating tensions between the Jewish leaders and Roman authorities over
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Paul’s case.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: Paul begins by greeting the crowd in their native language, immediately
capturing their attention. He identifies himself as a Jew from Tarsus, educated under
Gamaliel, highlighting his credentials and deep roots in Jewish tradition. He acknowledges
his former life as a zealous persecutor of Christians, setting the stage for his dramatic
transformation.

Verses 4-5: Paul recounts his active role in persecuting the church, emphasizing his
commitment to the Jewish faith and his authority granted by the high priest. This
establishes the legitimacy of the accusations against him and the seriousness of his past
actions.

Verses 6-11: The narrative shifts to Paul’s encounter on the road to Damascus. He
describes the sudden appearance of a bright light and the voice of Jesus questioning his
persecution. This theophany marks a radical turning point, revealing divine initiative in
Paul’s life and mission. Paul’s blindness and subsequent healing symbolize spiritual
transformation and new sight.

Verses 12-16: Paul introduces Ananias, the disciple who restores his sight and baptizes
him. This section underscores the communal aspect of conversion and the role of the
church in affirming Paul’s calling. The commission to be a witness to all people, especially
Gentiles, highlights the expanding scope of the gospel.

Verses 17-21: Paul recounts his return to Jerusalem and his initial attempts to connect
with the disciples. He shares how he was sent away to continue his mission among
Gentiles, which intensifies the opposition he faces from Jewish leaders. This section reveals
the growing divide between Jewish expectations and the inclusive nature of the gospel.

Verses 22-29: The crowd reacts with anger to Paul’s mention of his mission to the
Gentiles, leading to a violent outburst. The Roman commander intervenes, arresting Paul
and ordering him to be scourged. Paul’s Roman citizenship is revealed, preventing the
unlawful punishment and highlighting his unique status within the Roman legal system.

Key Themes
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One key theme is the power of personal testimony in advancing the gospel. Paul’s
narrative demonstrates how individual transformation can challenge entrenched beliefs
and provoke opposition. Another theme is the tension between Jewish tradition and the
new Christian faith, illustrating the challenges of covenant fulfilment. The chapter also
highlights divine sovereignty in calling and commissioning believers, as seen in Paul’s
encounter with Christ. Lastly, the theme of suffering for the gospel emerges, showing that
faithfulness often entails conflict and perseverance.

Cross-References

Paul’s conversion experience in Acts 22 parallels the account in Acts 9, providing a fuller
understanding of his transformation and mission. His defense before the Jewish crowd
echoes Stephen’s speech in Acts 7, both addressing Jewish history and covenantal
promises. The mention of his Roman citizenship connects with Acts 16:37-38, where Paul
asserts his legal rights, underscoring the protection afforded to him. The commissioning to
the Gentiles aligns with Jesus’ Great Commission in Matthew 28:19-20 and the prophetic
call in Isaiah 49:6, highlighting the gospel’s universal reach.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from Paul’s example of boldly sharing personal testimony as a
means of withessing to Christ. The chapter encourages believers to embrace their unique
backgrounds and experiences as part of God’s redemptive plan. It also challenges
Christians to remain faithful amid opposition, trusting in God’s sovereign calling. The
emphasis on God’s initiative in salvation invites believers to rely on divine guidance rather
than human effort alone. Additionally, the respect for legal rights shown by Paul reminds
believers to engage society responsibly while maintaining their witness.

Summary

Acts Chapter 22 presents Paul’s compelling defense that intertwines his Jewish heritage
with his Christian mission, centered on his life-changing encounter with Christ. The chapter
reveals the escalating conflict between the early church and Jewish authorities while
emphasizing the transformative power of testimony and divine calling. It highlights the
tension between tradition and revelation, the expansion of the gospel to the Gentiles, and
the cost of discipleship. Ultimately, this chapter deepens understanding of Paul’s identity
and mission, setting the stage for the continuing spread of the gospel amid opposition.

Page 3
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved



