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This study guide provides an educational overview of Acts Chapter 1 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Acts Chapter 1 serves as a pivotal introduction to the entire book of Acts, bridging the
earthly ministry of Jesus with the birth of the early Church empowered by the Holy Spirit.
This chapter sets the stage for the unfolding narrative of the apostles’ mission and the
expansion of the gospel. Readers should watch for the transition from Jesus’ resurrection
appearances to His ascension, the promise of the Holy Spirit, and the preparation of the
disciples for their forthcoming mission.

Context

Acts 1 follows the Gospel of Luke and continues the story of Jesus’ work through His
followers. The immediate literary context is Luke’s two-volume work: the Gospel of Luke
presents the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, while Acts records the acts of the
apostles empowered by the risen Christ. Historically, the chapter is set in Jerusalem shortly
after Jesus’ resurrection and before Pentecost. Key figures include the eleven remaining
apostles and Jesus Himself, who instructs and commissions them. The setting is significant
as it reflects the fulfillment of Old Testament promises and the inauguration of the new
covenant era through the coming Holy Spirit.

Outline

The chapter opens with a brief recap of Jesus’ ministry and resurrection appearances,
emphasizing His teachings about the kingdom of God. It then transitions to Jesus’ final
instructions to the apostles, including the command to wait in Jerusalem for the promised
Holy Spirit. The narrative climaxes with Jesus’ ascension into heaven, withessed by the
apostles. The chapter concludes with the apostles returning to Jerusalem, gathering in
prayer, and selecting Matthias to replace Judas Iscariot, thus restoring the apostolic group
to twelve.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: Luke opens by addressing Theophilus and summarizing Jesus’ ministry,
resurrection, and teachings about the kingdom of God. Jesus appears over forty days,
providing convincing proofs and instructing the apostles not to depart from Jerusalem but
to await the Father’'s promise.

Verses 4-5: Jesus commands the apostles to remain in Jerusalem to be baptized with the
Holy Spirit, distinguishing this baptism from John’s water baptism and highlighting the
coming empowerment for their mission.

Verses 6-8: The apostles inquire about the restoration of Israel’s kingdom, reflecting their
Messianic expectations. Jesus redirects their focus from political restoration to spiritual
empowerment, promising that they will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes and will
be His witnesses to the ends of the earth.

Verses 9-11: Jesus ascends into heaven before their eyes, and two angels assure the
apostles that He will return in the same manner. This event confirms Jesus’ exaltation and
the ongoing hope of His second coming.

Verses 12-14: The apostles return to Jerusalem and gather in an upper room with the
women, Mary the mother of Jesus, and Jesus’ brothers, united in prayer and anticipation of
the Spirit’s arrival.

Verses 15-26: Peter addresses the gathered believers about the need to replace Judas
Iscariot to maintain the symbolic number of twelve apostles. After prayerful consideration,
Matthias is chosen by casting lots, demonstrating reliance on divine guidance in leadership
selection.

Key Themes

One key theme is the continuity of Jesus’ mission through the apostles, emphasizing that
the resurrection is not the end but the beginning of a new phase. The promise and
anticipation of the Holy Spirit highlight the necessity of divine empowerment for effective
witness. Another theme is the restoration and fulfillment of God’s promises to Israel, now
expanded to a global mission. The chapter also underscores the importance of unity and
prayer among believers as they await God’s direction.

Cross-References
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The promise of the Holy Spirit in Acts 1 echoes Jesus’ earlier teachings in John 14-16,
where He describes the Spirit as the Helper who will guide and empower the disciples. The
ascension parallels Luke 24:50-53, providing continuity between the Gospel and Acts.
Peter’'s speech about Judas recalls Psalm 109:8, showing how Old Testament prophecy
frames the apostolic mission. The selection of Matthias resonates with the principle of
divine guidance seen in Numbers 27:18-23, where leadership is appointed through God’s
direction.

Application

Modern disciples are called to recognize that the mission of Jesus continues through the
Church empowered by the Holy Spirit. Patience and obedience in waiting on God’s timing
are essential, as seen in the apostles’ example of prayerful anticipation. Believers today
can learn from the apostles’ unity and dependence on prayer when facing uncertainty or
transition. The chapter challenges Christians to embrace the global scope of withess and
rely on the Spirit’'s power rather than human strength alone. Leadership decisions within
the Church should be approached with prayer and openness to God’s guidance.

Summary

Acts Chapter 1 bridges the earthly ministry of Jesus with the Church’s mission, highlighting
the promise of the Holy Spirit as the source of power for witness. Through Jesus’ final
instructions, His ascension, and the apostles’ preparation, the chapter sets the foundation
for the spread of the gospel. It emphasizes continuity with Old Testament promises, the
necessity of spiritual empowerment, and the importance of unity and prayer as the Church
embarks on its divine calling.
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