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Study Guide: Acts - Chapter 13

This study guide provides an educational overview of Acts Chapter 13 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Acts Chapter 13 marks a pivotal moment in the Book of Acts, transitioning from the early
church’s focus on Jerusalem and Judea to the expansion of the gospel into the Gentile
world. This chapter introduces the first missionary journey of Paul and Barnabas, setting a
pattern for gospel proclamation beyond Jewish boundaries. Readers should watch for the
movement from local church activity to cross-cultural mission, the role of the Holy Spirit in
commissioning, and the bold proclamation of Jesus as the fulfillment of Old Testament
promises.

Context

The immediate literary context places Acts 13 after the establishment of the Jerusalem
church and the spread of the gospel through persecution and evangelism in chapters
1-12. The narrative now shifts to Antioch, a major Gentile city, where the church is more
diverse and mission-minded. Historically, this period is set in the early first century, shortly
after Jesus’ resurrection and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Key figures
include Barnabas, a Levite from Cyprus known for encouragement, and Saul (Paul), a
Pharisee turned apostle. The setting in Antioch’s church highlights the Spirit-led expansion
of the gospel beyond Jewish confines, emphasizing God’s covenant promises fulfilled in
Christ.

Outline

The chapter begins with the identification of prophets and teachers in the Antioch church,
highlighting the leadership and spiritual gifts present. The Holy Spirit’s direction to set
apart Barnabas and Saul introduces the commissioning for mission. The narrative then
follows their journey to Cyprus, where they confront opposition and perform signs. Next,
the focus shifts to Pisidian Antioch, where Paul delivers a significant sermon recounting
Israel’s history and proclaiming Jesus as the promised Savior. The chapter concludes with
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mixed responses to the gospel message, setting the stage for ongoing mission and
conflict.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: The chapter opens with the church in Antioch, where prophets and teachers
such as Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen, and Saul minister
together. The Holy Spirit commands them to set apart Barnabas and Saul for the work to
which He has called them. After fasting and prayer, the church lays hands on them,
commissioning them for mission.

Verses 4-12: Barnabas and Saul travel to Cyprus, their homeland region, preaching in
synagogues. In Salamis, they proclaim the word of God, and then in Paphos, they
encounter a false prophet, Elymas, who opposes them. Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit,
rebukes Elymas, resulting in temporary blindness. This miracle leads the Roman proconsul
Sergius Paulus to believe, demonstrating the power of the gospel over spiritual opposition.

Verses 13-15: Leaving Cyprus, they sail to Pisidian Antioch. On the Sabbath, they enter
the synagogue and are invited to speak. Paul stands and addresses the congregation,
signaling the beginning of a significant sermon.

Verses 16-41: Paul’'s sermon recounts Israel’s history, starting with God’s selection of the
ancestors, the Exodus, and the period of the judges and kings. He highlights David as a
man after God’s own heart and introduces Jesus as a descendant of David, whose
resurrection fulfills God’s promises. Paul declares Jesus as the Savior and calls for
repentance. The sermon culminates in a call to faith, warning of judgment for those who
reject the message.

Verses 42-52: After the synagogue service, many Gentiles urge Paul and Barnabas to
speak again the next Sabbath. However, some Jews become jealous and oppose them,
contradicting their message. Paul and Barnabas boldly declare that they will turn to the
Gentiles, fulfilling God’s plan. Despite opposition, the disciples rejoice in being counted
worthy to suffer for Christ, and the word of the Lord continues to spread.

Key Themes

One key theme is the guidance and empowerment of the Holy Spirit in mission. The Spirit
directs the church to commission Paul and Barnabas and empowers Paul’s preaching and
miracles. Another theme is the fulfillment of Old Testament promises in Jesus Christ,
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emphasizing continuity between Israel’s history and the gospel. The chapter also
highlights the inclusion of Gentiles in God’s salvation plan, marking a shift from a primarily
Jewish mission to a universal one. Finally, the theme of opposition and perseverance
emerges, showing that gospel proclamation invites both acceptance and resistance.

Cross-References

Paul’s sermon in Pisidian Antioch echoes themes from the Old Testament, such as God’s
covenant with Abraham (Genesis 12), the Exodus (Exodus 13), and the Davidic covenant
(2 Samuel 7). The Spirit's commissioning parallels Jesus’ sending of the disciples in Luke 9
and 10. The opposition faced recalls Jesus’ own rejection (John 1:11) and Paul’s later
sufferings (2 Timothy 3:12). The inclusion of Gentiles anticipates the vision in Acts 10 and
the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15, underscoring the gospel’s expanding reach.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from the Antioch church’s attentiveness to the Holy Spirit’s
leading, emphasizing prayerful discernment before embarking on mission. Paul and
Barnabas model boldness in proclaiming Christ, even in the face of opposition,
encouraging believers to persevere. The chapter challenges Christians to embrace the
gospel’s universal scope, breaking down barriers of ethnicity and culture. It also invites
reflection on how to connect the gospel message with the biblical narrative, helping others
see Jesus as the fulfillment of God’s promises. Finally, believers are reminded to rejoice in
suffering for Christ, recognizing it as part of faithful discipleship.

Summary

Acts 13 serves as a foundational chapter in the Book of Acts, inaugurating the church’s
missionary outreach under the Spirit’s direction. It presents the commissioning of Paul and
Barnabas, their initial missionary activities, and Paul’s powerful sermon that connects
Jesus to Israel’s history and promises. The chapter highlights themes of Spirit-led mission,
gospel fulfillment, Gentile inclusion, and faithful perseverance amid opposition. This
narrative sets the trajectory for the global spread of Christianity and challenges believers
to participate in God’s mission with courage and clarity.
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