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This study guide provides an educational overview of 1 Timothy Chapter 6 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

1 Timothy Chapter 6 serves as a crucial conclusion to Paul’s pastoral instructions to
Timothy, emphasizing the practical outworking of faith in the community and personal
conduct. This chapter addresses the responsibilities of slaves and masters, warns against
the dangers of false teachers and the love of money, and exhorts Timothy to pursue
godliness with contentment. Readers should watch for the balance between sound
doctrine and ethical living, as well as the call to guard the faith amidst challenges.

Context

The immediate literary context places 1 Timothy 6 at the end of Paul’s first letter to
Timothy, a young pastor charged with overseeing the church in Ephesus. The epistle
addresses false teachings, church order, and personal conduct. Historically, this letter was
written during Paul’s later ministry, reflecting the early church’s struggle with heresies and
social structures like slavery. Paul is the primary speaker, writing to Timothy to equip him
for pastoral leadership within the covenant community of believers, emphasizing
faithfulness to the gospel amidst external pressures and internal challenges.

Outline

The chapter opens by instructing slaves to honor their masters, especially those who are
believers, highlighting the importance of respectful relationships within the Christian
household. It then transitions to warnings against false teachers who promote greed and
contentiousness. Paul exhorts Timothy to pursue godliness with contentment, contrasting
the love of money with true riches in Christ. The chapter concludes with a charge to guard
the faith, fight the good fight, and hold firmly to eternal life, emphasizing perseverance
and sound doctrine as the foundation of Christian leadership.

Verse-by-Verse Study
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Verses 1–3: Paul instructs slaves to show full respect to their masters, especially those
who are believers, so that God’s name and teaching are not discredited. This reflects the
early Christian ethic of honoring authority and maintaining witness within social structures.

Verses 4–5: Paul warns against those who teach false doctrines motivated by selfish
ambition and quarrels, emphasizing that such teachers promote meaningless disputes
rather than advancing God’s work.

Verses 6–10: The apostle contrasts godliness with contentment against the love of money,
which he identifies as a root of all kinds of evil. He highlights the dangers of greed,
including temptation, ruin, and destruction, urging believers to find true gain in godliness.

Verses 11–16: Paul commands Timothy to flee from evil desires and pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness. He reminds Timothy of the eternal
nature of God, who alone holds immortality and dwells in unapproachable light,
underscoring the divine authority behind these exhortations.

Verses 17–19: Paul instructs those who are rich not to be arrogant or place hope in wealth
but to be generous and ready to share. This generosity is linked to storing up a firm
foundation for the future, embodying true life.

Verses 20–21: The chapter closes with a solemn charge to Timothy to guard what has
been entrusted to him, avoiding godless chatter and contradictions of what is falsely called
knowledge, which some have professed and thereby strayed from the faith.

Key Themes

One key theme is the call to godly conduct within existing social frameworks, such as
slavery, emphasizing respect and witness. Another is the danger of false teaching driven
by greed and ambition, which threatens the unity and purity of the church. The chapter
also highlights the contrast between the love of money and true contentment found in
godliness. Finally, the importance of perseverance in faith and guarding the entrusted
gospel message stands out as central to pastoral responsibility.

Cross-References

Ephesians 6:5–8 offers parallel instructions to slaves, reinforcing the biblical ethic of
respectful service. Hebrews 13:5 echoes the call to contentment and warns against the
love of money. 2 Timothy 4:7 shares Paul’s personal testimony of fighting the good fight of
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faith, complementing the exhortation to Timothy. Titus 2:9–10 also addresses slaves and
masters, providing additional context for Christian behavior in social relationships. Finally,
1 Timothy 3:14–15 underscores the importance of conduct that reflects the household of
God, which ties into the ethical instructions in this chapter.

Application

Modern disciples can apply this chapter by embracing humility and respect in all
relationships, including workplace dynamics, reflecting Christ’s lordship in everyday
conduct. The warning against greed challenges believers to evaluate their priorities and
pursue contentment rooted in faith rather than material wealth. Pastors and leaders are
reminded to guard sound doctrine vigilantly and to persevere in godliness despite cultural
pressures. Generosity is encouraged as a tangible expression of trust in God’s provision
and a means of investing in eternal realities. Ultimately, the chapter calls for a life marked
by integrity, faithfulness, and a steadfast commitment to Christ’s truth.

Summary

1 Timothy 6 concludes Paul’s pastoral guidance with a focus on ethical living, sound
doctrine, and spiritual perseverance. It addresses social relationships, warns against false
teachers motivated by greed, and exhorts Timothy to pursue godliness with contentment.
The chapter calls for vigilance in guarding the faith and encourages generosity as a
reflection of true riches in Christ. Together, these instructions provide a comprehensive
framework for faithful Christian leadership and discipleship within the early church and
beyond.
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