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This study guide provides an educational overview of 1 Corinthians Chapter 16 using a
verse-by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded
in Scripture.

Introduction

1 Corinthians Chapter 16 serves as a practical conclusion to Paul’s extensive letter
addressing the church in Corinth. It shifts from theological and ethical discussions to
concrete instructions about giving, travel plans, and personal greetings. This chapter
contributes to the book’s flow by grounding the preceding doctrinal and moral
exhortations in tangible actions and communal relationships. Readers should watch for
how Paul balances spiritual principles with everyday church life, emphasizing unity,
generosity, and mutual support.

Context

The immediate literary context of 1 Corinthians 16 is the closing section of Paul’s first
letter to the Corinthians, written around AD 55. The letter addresses various issues in the
Corinthian church, including divisions, immorality, and questions about worship and
spiritual gifts. Chapter 16 follows chapters that deal with love, spiritual gifts, and
resurrection, bringing practical application to those teachings. Historically, Paul writes
from Ephesus, planning to visit Corinth soon, and he references several key individuals
involved in the early Christian mission. The covenantal frame reflects the new covenant
community formed by faith in Christ, emphasizing mutual care and stewardship within the
body of believers.

Outline

The chapter can be divided into four main movements. First, Paul instructs the Corinthians
on a systematic collection for the Jerusalem saints, highlighting the importance of planned
generosity. Second, he outlines his travel plans and encourages the church to prepare for
his visit, fostering anticipation and readiness. Third, Paul sends personal greetings and
instructions regarding specific individuals, reinforcing relational bonds and accountability
within the church. Finally, he closes with a benediction and exhortation to stand firm in the
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faith, uniting doctrinal teaching with practical encouragement.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: Paul begins by giving instructions for a collection to aid the impoverished
believers in Jerusalem. He emphasizes a regular, proportional giving done on the first day
of the week, encouraging a disciplined and communal approach to generosity.

Verses 4–6: Paul expresses his intention to send representatives to deliver the collected
funds once the Corinthians are ready, showing his desire for accountability and orderly
stewardship in the church’s financial matters.

Verses 7–9: Paul shares his travel plans, explaining that he hopes to stay in Ephesus until
Pentecost before moving on to Macedonia. He highlights the opportunity for effective
ministry in Asia, despite opposition, underscoring his commitment to the gospel amid
challenges.

Verses 10–12: Paul urges the Corinthians to welcome and support Timothy, who is coming
to remind them of Paul’s teachings. He also mentions Apollos, advising the church to assist
him if he visits, demonstrating the importance of unity and cooperation among leaders.

Verses 13–14: Paul exhorts the believers to be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act
courageously, and do everything in love. This succinct call to spiritual vigilance and love
encapsulates the ethical tone of the entire letter.

Verses 15–18: Paul sends greetings to the household of Stephanas, commending their
devotion and service. He encourages the Corinthians to submit to such leaders and
acknowledges their refreshing support, highlighting the value of faithful servants in the
church.

Verses 19–24: The chapter concludes with a series of personal greetings from various
believers, emphasizing the interconnectedness of early Christian communities. Paul closes
with a benediction invoking the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, reinforcing the centrality of
divine grace in the Christian life.

Key Themes

Generosity and stewardship emerge as key themes, with Paul encouraging planned,
proportional giving to support the wider body of Christ. Another theme is unity and mutual
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support, as seen in the exhortations to welcome leaders and work together. The chapter
also highlights perseverance in ministry despite opposition, reflecting Paul’s own example.
Finally, love as the guiding principle for all actions encapsulates the ethical heart of the
Christian community, reminding believers that faith must be expressed through relational
care and courage.

Cross-References

Paul’s instructions for giving in verses 1–4 resonate with 2 Corinthians 8–9, where he
elaborates on generosity motivated by grace. The call to stand firm in faith and love in
verses 13–14 echoes Ephesians 6:10–18, which urges believers to be strong in the Lord.
The mention of Timothy and Apollos connects with Acts 18 and 19, providing background
on these key figures. Finally, the emphasis on grace in verse 24 aligns with Romans 16:20,
reinforcing the centrality of God’s sustaining power in the Christian journey.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from Paul’s example of intentional generosity, adopting regular
and thoughtful giving as a spiritual discipline that supports the global church. The chapter
challenges believers to cultivate unity by welcoming and supporting leaders and fellow
Christians, fostering a community marked by mutual encouragement. Paul’s perseverance
amid opposition encourages believers to remain faithful in ministry and daily witness,
trusting God’s grace. Lastly, the call to act in love invites disciples to evaluate their
motivations and relationships, ensuring that all actions reflect Christ’s love and courage.

Summary

1 Corinthians 16 concludes Paul’s letter with practical instructions that embody the
theological and ethical teachings presented earlier. Through guidance on giving, travel
plans, and personal greetings, Paul fosters a spirit of generosity, unity, and perseverance
within the Corinthian church. The chapter’s emphasis on love as the foundation for all
actions ties together the letter’s diverse themes, encouraging believers to live out their
faith with courage and grace in community.
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