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Study Guide: Psalms - Chapter 98

This study guide provides an educational overview of Psalms Chapter 98 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Psalm 98 is a jubilant song of praise celebrating God’s victorious salvation and righteous
reign. Positioned within the final section of the Psalter, this chapter contributes a powerful
call to worship through music and joyful proclamation. Readers should watch for its vivid
imagery of divine triumph, the universal call to praise, and the integration of creation itself
into worship. This psalm invites believers to recognize God’s saving acts and respond with
exuberant praise that encompasses both humanity and the natural world.

Context

Psalm 98 is part of the final group of Psalms known as the “Hallelujah Psalms” (Psalms
146-150), which emphasize praise to God. It follows Psalm 97, which also celebrates God'’s
kingship and judgment. The immediate literary context highlights God’s righteous rule and
salvation. Historically, Psalms like this one reflect Israel’s covenant understanding of God
as the deliverer who acts decisively on behalf of His people. The psalmist, traditionally
King David or a worship leader, addresses the community of Israel, encouraging a
corporate response to God’s mighty deeds. The setting likely involves liturgical use during
festivals or times of national rejoicing, emphasizing God’s covenant faithfulness and
universal sovereignty.

Outline

Psalm 98 can be divided into three main movements. The first movement (verses 1-3) is a
call to sing a new song in response to God’s marvelous salvation and faithfulness. The
second movement (verses 4-6) invites the people to make a joyful noise with various
instruments, celebrating the Lord’s victorious acts. The final movement (verses 7-9)
expands the call to praise beyond humanity to all creation, culminating in a vision of God’s
righteous judgment and universal reign. Each section builds on the previous one, moving
from human praise to cosmic celebration and culminating in the acknowledgment of God'’s
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just rule.
Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: The psalm opens with an imperative to sing a new song to the Lord,
celebrating His salvation, which is described as marvelous and faithful. The emphasis on
“new” suggests a fresh experience or revelation of God’s saving power, possibly linked to
a recent deliverance or a messianic hope. The mention of God’s right hand and holy arm
symbolizes His power and might in action, recalling covenantal themes of God as warrior
and savior. The psalmist recalls how God has revealed His salvation openly to the nations,
indicating a universal scope.

Verses 4-6: The call to rejoice is intensified with an invitation to make a joyful noise to the
Lord with musical instruments such as the harp, trumpet, and lyre. This section
emphasizes the communal and celebratory nature of worship. The instruments symbolize
different aspects of worship and joy, reinforcing the theme of exuberant praise. The
repeated exhortation to rejoice highlights the certainty and greatness of God’s victory.

Verses 7-9: The psalm broadens the scope of praise to include all creation—sea, rivers,
and fields—inviting them to join in the celebration. This cosmic dimension portrays the
entire created order responding to God’s reign. The final verse envisions the Lord coming
to judge the earth with righteousness and equity, affirming God'’s just kingship. This
eschatological note points to a future consummation of God’s rule, where justice and
fairness prevail universally.

Key Themes

One key theme is the celebration of God’s salvation as a cause for new and joyful praise.
The psalm underscores the freshness and power of God’s saving acts, encouraging
continual worship. Another theme is the universality of God’s reign and the inclusive
nature of praise, extending beyond Israel to all nations and creation itself. The imagery of
musical instruments and joyful noise highlights the expressive and communal aspects of
worship. Finally, the psalm emphasizes God’s righteous judgment, portraying Him as a just
king whose reign brings equity and peace.

Cross-References
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Psalm 98 resonates with Psalm 96 and Psalm 97, which also celebrate God’s kingship and
call for universal praise. Isaiah 42:10 echoes the call for a new song and the participation
of creation in worship. Revelation 15:3-4 reflects the theme of singing a new song in
response to God’s salvation and righteous acts. The imagery of God’s right hand and holy
arm recalls Exodus 15, where God’s mighty acts in the Exodus are celebrated. These
cross-references deepen understanding by connecting the psalm’s themes to broader
biblical motifs of salvation, worship, and divine justice.

Application

For modern disciples, Psalm 98 invites a vibrant and joyful response to God’s ongoing work
of salvation. It encourages believers to cultivate worship that is both heartfelt and
communal, using their gifts and creativity to praise God. The psalm challenges Christians
to recognize God’s sovereignty over all creation and to live in anticipation of His righteous
judgment. It also calls for an inclusive vision of worship that embraces all peoples and the
natural world, inspiring care for creation and a global perspective on God’s kingdom.
Ultimately, it reminds believers to celebrate God’s faithfulness with renewed passion and
hope.

Summary

Psalm 98 is a triumphant hymn that calls the faithful to sing a new song in celebration of
God’s marvelous salvation and righteous reign. Structured in three movements, it moves
from personal and communal praise to a cosmic call for all creation to rejoice, culminating
in the affirmation of God'’s just kingship. The psalm highlights themes of joyful worship,
universal praise, and divine justice, inviting believers to respond with exuberance and
hope. It stands as a timeless reminder of God’s power to save and govern with equity,
inspiring continual praise from all who know His name.

Page 3
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved



