4 SPEARNET
[ rYy]

g'l l Living as Bereans

Study Guide: Psalms - Chapter 75

Study Guide: Psalms - Chapter 75

This study guide provides an educational overview of Psalms Chapter 75 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Psalm 75 is a powerful declaration of God’s sovereign justice and His ultimate control over
the fate of nations and individuals. Positioned within the collection of Psalms that express
trust and praise, this chapter contributes a confident affirmation that God will judge the
wicked and exalt the righteous at the appointed time. Readers should watch for the vivid
imagery of God as the righteous judge who holds the “cup of judgment” and the strong
assurance that human arrogance will be humbled. This psalm encourages believers to
trust in God’s timing and justice rather than taking matters into their own hands.

Context

Psalm 75 is attributed to Asaph, a prominent Levitical singer and seer in David’s court,
known for psalms that emphasize God'’s justice and power. The immediate literary context
is within the collection of psalms that focus on God’s kingship and His righteous
governance over the earth. Historically, this psalm reflects the covenantal understanding
that God is the ultimate judge who upholds His promises to His people. The setting likely
involves a time of national distress or injustice, where the psalmist calls the community to
trust God’s sovereign judgment rather than human pride or violence. The “temple setting”
is implied by the language of “the earth and all its inhabitants” and the reference to God’s
“appointed time,” suggesting a liturgical or worship context where God’s justice is
proclaimed.

Outline

The psalm opens with a declaration of praise and thanksgiving to God for His righteous
judgment, establishing the theme of divine sovereignty. It then moves into a reminder that
God is the one who holds authority over human affairs, symbolized by the “cup” of
judgment. Next, the psalm addresses the arrogance of the wicked, warning that their pride
will be brought low by God’s righteous hand. The final section contrasts the fate of the
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wicked with the exaltation of the righteous, concluding with a confident affirmation that
God’s justice will prevail and His name will be glorified forever.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: The psalmist begins by praising God, acknowledging His righteous judgment
and expressing gratitude for His intervention. The “set time” refers to God’s appointed
moment to execute justice, underscoring that God’s timing is perfect and sovereign.

Verses 4-5: These verses emphasize that God alone is the judge, capable of quelling the
arrogance of the wicked. The imagery of the “cup” symbolizes the measure of judgment
God administers, which no one can evade or alter.

Verses 6-7: The psalmist highlights that human power and pride are ultimately futile. The
“horn” is a symbol of strength and honor, and God'’s act of lifting or breaking it signifies
His authority to exalt or humble individuals according to His will.

Verses 8: The concluding verse contrasts the fate of the wicked with the exaltation of the
righteous. It assures that God'’s justice will bring down the wicked while lifting up the
righteous, and His name will be praised forever, affirming His eternal sovereignty and
faithfulness.

Key Themes

One central theme is God’s sovereign judgment over all creation, emphasizing that He
alone determines the destiny of individuals and nations. Another theme is the futility of
human arrogance and pride in the face of divine authority. The psalm also highlights the
certainty of God'’s justice, assuring that the wicked will be humbled and the righteous
exalted at the appointed time. Finally, the theme of praise and thanksgiving permeates
the psalm, as the community is called to recognize and celebrate God’s righteous rule.

Cross-References

Psalm 75’s depiction of God as the righteous judge who holds the “cup” of judgment
resonates with Revelation 14:10, where the “wine of God’s wrath” is poured out on the
wicked, reinforcing the certainty of divine justice. Proverbs 16:18’s warning against pride
aligns with the psalm’s message about the downfall of the arrogant. Isaiah 40:22-23 also
speaks of God’s authority to bring down rulers and exalt the humble, echoing the themes
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of this psalm. Finally, Daniel 7:9-10 portrays God’s judgment throne, providing a prophetic
backdrop to the psalm’s imagery of divine justice.

Application

For modern disciples, Psalm 75 encourages trust in God’s timing and justice rather than
resorting to pride or vengeance. It calls believers to humility, recognizing that all authority
belongs to God and that human power is temporary. This psalm also invites worshippers to
praise God for His righteous governance, fostering a posture of gratitude even amid
injustice or uncertainty. Practically, it challenges Christians to relinquish control over
situations of conflict or oppression and to rest in the assurance that God will uphold
righteousness and bring down evil in His perfect time.

Summary

Psalm 75 is a confident proclamation of God’s sovereign judgment and the ultimate
triumph of His justice. Through vivid imagery and strong declarations, the psalmist assures
the community that God holds authority over human pride and will exalt the righteous
while humbling the arrogant. Rooted in covenantal trust and liturgical praise, this chapter
invites believers to celebrate God’s righteous rule and to place their hope in His perfect
timing and justice.
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