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This study guide provides an educational overview of Nahum Chapter 1 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Nahum Chapter 1 serves as the powerful opening to the book of Nahum, setting a tone of
divine judgment against the city of Nineveh. This chapter introduces God’s character as
both just and sovereign, emphasizing His wrath against wickedness and His protection of
those who trust in Him. As the first chapter, it establishes the theological foundation for
the prophecy, highlighting the certainty of God’s vengeance and the hope for His people.
Readers should watch for the vivid descriptions of God’s power over nature and nations, as
well as the contrast between His justice and mercy.

Context

Nahum is a prophetic book addressing the impending fall of Nineveh, the capital of
Assyria, known for its cruelty and idolatry. The immediate literary context is a continuation
of the prophetic tradition that calls out the judgment of God upon oppressive empires.
Historically, this prophecy likely dates to the late 7th century BC, when Assyria’s
dominance was waning. The covenantal framework is rooted in the God of Israel who
upholds justice and punishes wickedness, consistent with the Deuteronomic understanding
of covenant blessings and curses. The key speaker is the prophet Nahum, delivering God’s
message to Judah and surrounding nations. The setting is one of impending divine
retribution, offering both warning and reassurance.

Outline

The chapter begins with a declaration of God’s character and His zeal for justice,
establishing the foundation for the judgment to come. This is followed by an affirmation of
God’s power over nature and nations, illustrating His ability to execute judgment. The
middle section describes God’s wrath as a consuming fire against His enemies,
emphasizing the certainty and severity of His vengeance. The chapter concludes with a
promise of protection and refuge for those who trust in Him, contrasting the fate of the
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wicked with the security of the faithful. These movements create a progression from divine
character to action and finally to the implications for both the guilty and the righteous.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: The chapter opens with a declaration that God is a jealous and avenging God
who takes vengeance on His adversaries. His wrath is slow to anger but great in power,
and He will not leave the guilty unpunished. This establishes God’s righteous nature and
His commitment to justice.

Verses 4–6: These verses describe God’s power over the natural world, portraying Him as
one who controls storms, earthquakes, and the sea. This imagery underscores His
sovereignty and ability to bring judgment upon nations, emphasizing that no one can
stand against His will.

Verses 7–8: Here, God is presented as a refuge for those who trust in Him, offering
strength and protection. At the same time, His judgment is described as overwhelming
and inescapable for His enemies, highlighting the dual aspects of His character—mercy
and justice.

Verses 9–11: The focus shifts to the specific judgment against Nineveh, described as a city
full of lies and plunder. The prophecy warns that Nineveh’s plans and alliances will not
save it from destruction, emphasizing the futility of trusting in human schemes against
God’s will.

Verses 12–15: The chapter closes with a call for Nineveh to surrender because God will
restore the honor of Judah and punish Nineveh’s idolatry and wickedness. The imagery of
the shield and the sword symbolizes God’s active intervention to defend His people and
execute justice.

Key Themes

One central theme is the holiness and justice of God, who cannot tolerate sin and will bring
about righteous judgment. Another theme is God’s sovereignty over creation,
demonstrated through control of natural forces, which serves as a metaphor for His
authority over nations. The chapter also highlights the tension between God’s wrath and
His mercy, offering refuge to those who trust Him while condemning the wicked. Finally,
the inevitability of divine judgment against oppressive powers, specifically Nineveh,
underscores the certainty of God’s plans and the futility of human resistance.
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Cross-References

Psalm 7:11 describes God as a righteous judge who is angry with the wicked every day,
reinforcing Nahum’s portrayal of divine justice. Isaiah 10:5–19 provides a background on
Assyria as the instrument of God’s judgment but also predicts its own judgment, which
complements Nahum’s message. Exodus 34:6–7 reveals God’s character as merciful yet
just, slow to anger but punishing sin, a direct parallel to Nahum 1:3. Revelation 6:12–17
depicts apocalyptic judgment with imagery of natural disasters, echoing the cosmic control
demonstrated in Nahum 1. These references help clarify the theological and prophetic
dimensions of Nahum 1.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from Nahum 1 the importance of trusting in God’s justice and
sovereignty, especially when facing injustice or oppression. The chapter encourages
believers to find refuge in God’s protection rather than relying on human power or
alliances. It also challenges Christians to recognize the seriousness of sin and the certainty
of divine judgment, prompting self-examination and repentance. Furthermore, Nahum’s
depiction of God’s wrath balanced with mercy invites believers to appreciate the depth of
God’s character and to live in awe and reverence of Him. This passage reassures the
faithful that God is actively involved in history and will ultimately vindicate His people.

Summary

Nahum Chapter 1 introduces a vivid portrayal of God’s righteous anger against Nineveh,
emphasizing His power over nature and nations and His commitment to justice. The
chapter moves from a description of God’s character to a declaration of inevitable
judgment on the wicked, while offering hope and refuge to those who trust in Him. This
opening sets the stage for the prophetic message of Nahum, highlighting the certainty of
divine retribution and the assurance of God’s protection for His people. It challenges
readers to recognize God’s sovereignty and to respond with faith and reverence.
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