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This study guide provides an educational overview of Jeremiah Chapter 35 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Jeremiah Chapter 35 presents a unique narrative within the prophetic book, highlighting a
historical example of faithfulness through the story of the Rechabites. This chapter
contributes to the overall flow of Jeremiah by contrasting the obedience of a faithful family
with the persistent disobedience of Judah and Israel. Readers should watch for the
symbolic use of the Rechabites’ steadfast commitment to their ancestral commands as a
rebuke to the people of Judah who have repeatedly broken God’s covenant. The chapter
serves as a vivid illustration of faithfulness and the consequences of rejecting God’s
instructions.

Context

Jeremiah 35 is set during a turbulent period in Judah’s history, just before the Babylonian
exile. Jeremiah, the prophet, is addressing a people who have repeatedly ignored God’s
covenant and warnings. The immediate literary context involves a series of prophetic
messages and symbolic acts demonstrating Judah’s unfaithfulness. The Rechabites,
descendants of Jonadab son of Rechab, are introduced as a counterexample. They lived by
strict ancestral commands, particularly abstaining from wine and maintaining a nomadic
lifestyle, which symbolizes obedience and faithfulness. This chapter’s setting is a prophetic
encounter where God uses the Rechabites’ example to confront Judah’s covenant
unfaithfulness and impending judgment.

Outline

The chapter can be divided into three main movements. First, Jeremiah is instructed by
God to invite the Rechabites into the temple to offer them wine, testing their obedience to
their ancestral command (verses 1–5). Second, the Rechabites demonstrate their
faithfulness by refusing the wine, explaining their strict adherence to their forefather’s
commands (verses 6–11). Third, God pronounces a judgment and blessing based on their
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example, contrasting their obedience with Judah’s disobedience and promising the
continuation of the Rechabite lineage (verses 12–19). This structure highlights the
prophetic lesson through narrative and divine response.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: Jeremiah is commanded by God to bring the Rechabites into the temple. This
act sets the stage for a demonstration of obedience, as the temple was the center of
worship and ritual purity, making the test of their faithfulness especially significant.

Verses 4–5: Jeremiah offers the Rechabites wine, but they refuse, citing their ancestral
command not to drink wine or build houses, but to live as nomads. Their refusal is a
deliberate act of obedience, showing their loyalty to their forefather Jonadab’s instructions.

Verses 6–11: The Rechabites explain the origin of their command and their consistent
obedience through generations. Their lifestyle is a tangible expression of faithfulness and
self-discipline, contrasting sharply with Judah’s disregard for God’s covenant.

Verses 12–14: God uses the Rechabites’ example to issue a rebuke to Judah. Their
obedience is set against Judah’s failure to obey God’s commands, highlighting the nation’s
spiritual rebellion and the consequences it invites.

Verses 15–17: God promises that because the Rechabites have obeyed their ancestral
commands, they will be rewarded with a lasting lineage. This divine blessing contrasts
with the judgment pronounced on Judah for their disobedience.

Verses 18–19: The chapter concludes with a reaffirmation of the Rechabites’ obedience
and God’s promise that their descendants will continue to serve Him. This final statement
underscores the theme of faithfulness leading to divine favor.

Key Themes

One key theme is obedience to God’s commands as demonstrated through the
Rechabites’ adherence to their ancestral instructions. Their faithfulness serves as a
tangible example of covenant loyalty. Another theme is the contrast between human
faithfulness and rebellion, with Judah’s disobedience highlighted as a cause for judgment.
The chapter also explores the idea of legacy and blessing tied to obedience, showing that
faithfulness leads to divine favor and continuity. Lastly, the chapter emphasizes God’s use
of historical examples to communicate prophetic truths and call His people to repentance.
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Cross-References

The story of the Rechabites in Jeremiah 35 can be cross-referenced with 2 Kings 10:15-23,
where Jonadab son of Rechab is introduced as a figure promoting strict obedience and
separation from idolatry. This background helps clarify the Rechabites’ lifestyle and
values. Additionally, Deuteronomy 6:4-9 emphasizes the importance of obedience and
passing down God’s commands through generations, paralleling the Rechabites’
faithfulness. The contrast between obedience and disobedience is echoed in Ezekiel 20,
where Israel’s rebellion against God’s commands results in judgment. Finally, Hebrews
11’s emphasis on faith and obedience as hallmarks of righteousness provides a New
Testament perspective on the Rechabites’ example.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from the Rechabites’ example of steadfast obedience and
faithfulness to God’s commands, even when cultural or societal pressures encourage
compromise. This chapter challenges believers to examine their own commitment to God’s
word and the legacy they are building for future generations. It also reminds the church
that faithfulness is often demonstrated through consistent, everyday choices rather than
grand gestures. Furthermore, the chapter encourages believers to trust God’s promises of
blessing and continuity when they remain obedient, even in difficult circumstances.
Finally, it calls for honest self-reflection about areas where disobedience may have crept in
and invites repentance and renewed dedication.

Summary

Jeremiah Chapter 35 uses the example of the Rechabites’ unwavering obedience to their
ancestral commands as a powerful contrast to Judah’s persistent disobedience to God.
Through a narrative test involving the refusal of wine, the chapter highlights themes of
faithfulness, covenant loyalty, and the consequences of obedience versus rebellion. God’s
pronouncement of blessing on the Rechabites underscores the value of steadfastness and
the promise of divine favor for those who honor His commands. This chapter serves as
both a rebuke to unfaithfulness and an encouragement to live faithfully in covenant
relationship with God.
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