
Study Guide: Jeremiah – Chapter 27
Study Guide: Jeremiah – Chapter 27

This study guide provides an educational overview of Jeremiah Chapter 27 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Jeremiah Chapter 27 serves as a pivotal moment in the book where the prophet conveys a
divine message about submission to foreign powers. This chapter introduces a symbolic
act involving yokes, representing the inevitability of Judah’s subjugation under Babylonian
rule. Readers should watch for the tension between Jeremiah’s unpopular prophecy and
the political realities of the time, as well as the theological implications of God’s
sovereignty over nations.

Context

Jeremiah 27 is situated during a period of political upheaval when Babylon was rising as
the dominant empire in the Near East. The immediate literary context follows Jeremiah’s
earlier warnings about Judah’s impending judgment due to covenant unfaithfulness. The
chapter features God’s direct instructions to Jeremiah to communicate submission to
Nebuchadnezzar and other regional kings. This message contrasts sharply with the
popular resistance and false prophets urging rebellion. The covenantal framework
highlights Judah’s failure to uphold the Mosaic covenant, resulting in divine discipline
through foreign domination.

Outline

The chapter begins with God commanding Jeremiah to make yokes and send them to
surrounding nations as a symbol of submission to Babylon’s authority. This act visually
communicates the inevitability of Babylonian rule. Next, Jeremiah delivers a message
declaring that resistance against Nebuchadnezzar is futile because God has appointed him
as His servant. The chapter concludes with a warning against listening to false prophets
who promise deliverance and rebellion, emphasizing the consequences of disobedience.

Verse-by-Verse Study
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Verses 1–3: God instructs Jeremiah to make yokes from wood and put them on his neck as
a prophetic sign. This physical act symbolizes the submission Judah and neighboring
nations must accept under Babylonian rule.

Verses 4–7: Jeremiah is told to send these yokes to the kings of Edom, Moab, Ammon,
Tyre, and Sidon, along with a letter explaining that God has made Nebuchadnezzar His
servant. This demonstrates God’s control over international affairs and His use of foreign
rulers to accomplish His purposes.

Verses 8–11: The chapter emphasizes that these nations must serve Nebuchadnezzar or
face destruction. The warning is clear that rebellion against Babylon is rebellion against
God’s ordained plan, and disobedience will bring judgment.

Verses 12–15: Jeremiah addresses the false prophets who claim that Babylon will be
defeated and Judah spared. He condemns their lies and explains that their messages
contradict God’s word, leading the people astray.

Verses 16–22: The chapter closes with a specific example of Hananiah, a false prophet
who breaks Jeremiah’s yoke, symbolizing rebellion. Jeremiah responds by prophesying
Hananiah’s death within the year, underscoring the seriousness of opposing God’s
message.

Key Themes

One key theme is divine sovereignty over nations, highlighting that God uses even pagan
rulers to fulfill His purposes. Another theme is the necessity of submission to God’s
ordained authority, even when it is politically and personally difficult. The chapter also
explores the danger of false prophecy and the importance of discerning true messages
from God. Lastly, the prophetic symbolism through the yoke illustrates the tangible
consequences of covenant unfaithfulness.

Cross-References

Daniel 4:17 clarifies God’s use of Nebuchadnezzar as an instrument of judgment,
reinforcing Jeremiah’s message of divine sovereignty. 2 Chronicles 36:15–17 provides
historical background on Judah’s rebellion and the resulting Babylonian exile. Isaiah 10:5–7
also speaks of Assyria as God’s rod of discipline, paralleling the theme of foreign powers
used by God. Lastly, Jeremiah 28 recounts the confrontation between Jeremiah and
Hananiah, deepening understanding of false prophecy in this context.
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Application

Modern believers can learn from Jeremiah 27 the importance of recognizing God’s
sovereignty over political and social structures, even when they seem hostile or
oppressive. The call to submit to God’s ordained authorities challenges believers to trust
God’s purposes amid difficult circumstances. The chapter also warns against embracing
comforting but false messages that contradict God’s truth. Practically, this encourages
discernment in spiritual leadership and a commitment to align with God’s revealed will
rather than popular opinion.

Summary

Jeremiah 27 presents a prophetic act and message emphasizing submission to Babylon as
God’s instrument of judgment. Through the symbolic yoke and direct warnings against
false prophets, the chapter underscores God’s sovereign control over nations and the
necessity of obedience to His will. This chapter challenges readers to trust God’s purposes
even in times of national crisis and to reject deceptive messages that promise easy
deliverance.
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