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This study guide provides an educational overview of Isaiah Chapter 15 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Isaiah Chapter 15 presents a prophetic oracle against Moab, a neighboring nation often in
conflict with Israel and Judah. This chapter contributes to the broader flow of Isaiah by
highlighting the consequences of pride and rebellion against God’s covenant, emphasizing
the inevitability of divine judgment on surrounding nations. Readers should watch for the
vivid imagery of devastation and mourning, which underscores the seriousness of Moab’s
downfall and serves as a sobering reminder of God’s sovereignty over all peoples.

Context

Isaiah 15 is part of a series of oracles against foreign nations found in chapters 13 through
23. These oracles reveal God’s control over the nations surrounding Israel and Judah,
demonstrating that His covenant extends beyond Israel’s borders in terms of judgment
and justice. The immediate literary context places this chapter alongside prophecies
against Babylon, Philistia, Moab, and others, showing a pattern of divine retribution.
Historically, Moab was a frequent adversary of Israel, located east of the Dead Sea, and
often engaged in political and military conflicts. The speaker is the prophet Isaiah,
delivering God’s message during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah in
Judah, a period marked by regional instability and Assyrian expansion.

Outline

The chapter opens with a call to witness the devastation of Moab, setting a tone of
impending disaster. It then moves into a detailed description of the destruction and
mourning across Moab’s cities and countryside. The narrative focuses on the totality of the
ruin, emphasizing both physical desolation and emotional grief. The chapter concludes
with a refrain of lamentation, reinforcing the depth of Moab’s suffering and the certainty of
God’s judgment.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: The chapter begins with a summons to the wilderness and the land of Moab to
observe the destruction. The imagery of fleeing and hiding under thorn bushes conveys
chaos and desperation. The cities are portrayed as abandoned and desolate, signaling the
collapse of Moab’s social and political structures.

Verses 4-6: These verses describe the mourning rituals and the deep sorrow of Moab’s
people. The prophet captures the communal grief, highlighting the loss of leadership and
the breakdown of normal life. The mention of specific cities like Kir-hareseth personalizes
the judgment and grounds it in real locations.

Verses 7-9: The devastation extends to the countryside, with vineyards and fields
destroyed, symbolizing economic ruin. The lamentation intensifies as the people wail for
their lost prosperity and security. The chapter closes with a poignant expression of grief,
underscoring the totality of Moab’s calamity.

Key Themes

One key theme is the certainty of divine judgment on nations that oppose God’s purposes.
Moab’s destruction is depicted as both a consequence of its actions and a demonstration
of God’s sovereign authority. Another theme is the communal nature of judgment and
mourning; the entire society experiences loss, reflecting the interconnectedness of people
and their land. The chapter also explores the theme of lament, showing how grief is an
appropriate response to divine discipline and national catastrophe.

Cross-References

Jeremiah 48 contains a parallel oracle against Moab, providing additional details about the
reasons for and effects of Moab’s judgment, which helps clarify Isaiah’s message. Ezekiel
25 also pronounces judgment on Moab, reinforcing the theme of divine sovereignty over
nations. The lamentation motifs in Lamentations 2 echo the expressions of grief found
here, illustrating the biblical tradition of mourning in response to destruction. These cross-
references deepen understanding by situating Isaiah 15 within the broader prophetic
corpus addressing Moab and the consequences of rebellion against God.

Application
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For modern disciples, Isaiah 15 challenges believers to recognize God’s authority over all
nations and the seriousness of opposing His will. It invites reflection on how pride and
rebellion can lead to downfall, not only for individuals but for communities and nations.
The chapter also encourages believers to respond to suffering and loss with lament and
trust in God'’s justice rather than despair. In a world marked by conflict and instability, this
passage calls for faithfulness and humility, reminding Christians to seek God’s guidance
and to intercede for those experiencing hardship.

Summary

Isaiah 15 presents a vivid oracle against Moab, portraying the nation’s impending
destruction as a result of divine judgment. Through detailed descriptions of desolation and
communal mourning, the chapter emphasizes God’s sovereign control over the nations
and the consequences of opposing His covenant. This passage fits within Isaiah’s broader
message of warning and hope, reminding readers of the cost of rebellion and the call to
faithful trust in God amidst adversity.
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