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This study guide provides an educational overview of Ezekiel Chapter 43 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Ezekiel Chapter 43 marks a pivotal moment in the prophet’s vision of the restored temple
and the renewed presence of God among His people. This chapter contributes significantly
to the book’s flow by revealing the divine glory returning to the temple, symbolizing God’s
renewed covenant relationship with Israel. Readers should watch for the vivid imagery of
God’s glory entering the temple and the instructions regarding the altar, which emphasize
holiness, worship, and the restoration of proper divine order. This chapter bridges the
visionary temple’s physical and spiritual restoration, highlighting God’s intention to dwell
once again with His people.

Context

Ezekiel 43 is situated within the larger visionary framework of chapters 40 to 48, where
the prophet receives detailed instructions about a future temple and the reestablishment
of Israel’s worship system. The immediate literary context follows Ezekiel’s lament over
the defilement and destruction of the former temple, and the detailed measurements and
design of the new temple complex. Historically, Ezekiel prophesied during the Babylonian
exile, a period when the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed and Israel was scattered. The
covenantal backdrop is God’s promise to dwell among His people, restore their fortunes,
and renew the covenant relationship. The key speaker is God Himself, who reveals His
glory and gives commands regarding the altar and worship practices in the envisioned
temple setting.

Outline

The chapter unfolds in two main movements. First, verses 1 to 12 describe the return of
God’s glory to the temple, emphasizing the divine presence filling the sanctuary and the
cessation of previous judgments. This section highlights the holiness of God and His
intention to dwell permanently with His people. The second movement, verses 13 to 27,
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focuses on the altar’s design and regulations for its use, including instructions for offerings
and purification rites. This portion underscores the importance of proper worship and the
restoration of sacrificial practices in accordance with God’s holiness and covenant
requirements.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: Ezekiel sees the glory of the Lord returning to the temple through the eastern
gate, which had been shut. The gate symbolizes the exclusive and holy nature of God’s
presence, now re-entering the sanctuary. The imagery indicates God’s forgiveness and
restoration after judgment.

Verses 4–5: The prophet falls face down in reverence as the glory of the Lord fills the
temple, signifying awe and submission before God’s holiness. This reaction models the
appropriate human response to divine revelation.

Verses 6–9: God declares that His presence will no longer depart from Israel, promising
restoration and blessing. The reference to the nations seeing God’s holiness points to the
universal scope of His glory and the temple’s role as a light to the world.

Verses 10–12: God commands Ezekiel to announce to the house of Israel that this temple
is the place of His throne and the place of His feet, emphasizing the temple as the center
of divine rule and presence. The command to keep the temple holy reinforces covenant
faithfulness.

Verses 13–17: Detailed measurements and construction instructions for the altar are
given, highlighting its importance in worship. The altar’s height, base, and steps are
specified, reflecting the need for order and reverence in approaching God.

Verses 18–27: Regulations for the altar’s use include purification rites, offerings, and the
prohibition of unauthorized sacrifices. These laws ensure that worship is conducted
according to God’s standards, maintaining holiness and proper relationship between God
and His people.

Key Themes

A dominant theme in Ezekiel 43 is the return of God’s glory, symbolizing restoration and
divine presence. This theme underscores God’s faithfulness to His covenant despite
previous judgment. Another key theme is holiness, as seen in the strict regulations for the
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altar and worship, emphasizing that God’s presence demands purity and reverence. The
chapter also highlights the temple as the center of God’s rule and the focal point for
Israel’s relationship with Him. Finally, the universal aspect of God’s glory is introduced,
pointing to the temple’s role in revealing God’s holiness to the nations.

Cross-References

The return of God’s glory in Ezekiel 43 parallels the initial manifestation of God’s presence
in the tabernacle described in Exodus 40:34–35, where the cloud filled the sanctuary. This
connection highlights continuity in God’s desire to dwell with His people. The holiness and
altar regulations echo Leviticus 1–7, reinforcing the covenantal worship system
established in the Mosaic Law. The promise that God will no longer hide His face recalls
Isaiah 54:7–8, where God assures restoration after judgment. Additionally, the vision of the
temple and God’s presence anticipates the New Testament fulfillment in Christ, who
embodies God’s dwelling among humanity as described in John 1:14.

Application

For modern disciples, Ezekiel 43 challenges believers to recognize the importance of God’s
presence in their lives and communities. Just as the temple must be holy for God to dwell
within, Christians are called to pursue holiness and reverence in their worship and daily
living. The chapter encourages a posture of awe and submission before God’s glory,
reminding believers that true worship involves both heart and obedience. Furthermore, the
vision of God’s presence returning offers hope that God restores and renews relationships,
inviting believers to trust in His faithfulness even after times of spiritual exile or hardship.
Finally, understanding the temple as a symbol of God’s rule calls the church to be a visible
witness of His holiness and grace to the world.

Summary

Ezekiel Chapter 43 presents a powerful vision of God’s glory returning to a purified temple,
signaling restoration and renewed covenant fellowship. The chapter’s twofold focus on the
divine presence and the altar’s sanctity highlights the essential connection between God’s
holiness and proper worship. Through detailed descriptions and divine commands, the
chapter underscores the temple as the center of God’s rule and a beacon of His glory to
the nations. This vision encourages reverence, obedience, and hope, affirming that God’s
presence remains the foundation of Israel’s identity and the church’s mission.
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