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Study Guide: Ezekiel - Chapter 37

This study guide provides an educational overview of Ezekiel Chapter 37 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Ezekiel Chapter 37 stands as one of the most vivid and hopeful passages in the entire
book, offering a powerful vision of restoration and renewal. This chapter contributes a
pivotal moment in Ezekiel's prophetic ministry, shifting from judgment to the promise of
revival for Israel. Readers should watch for the symbolic imagery of dry bones and the
prophetic actions that reveal God’s power to bring life from death, emphasizing both
physical and spiritual restoration.

Context

Ezekiel 37 falls within a section where the prophet addresses the exiled Israelites during
the Babylonian captivity. The immediate literary context includes earlier prophecies of
judgment and the fall of Jerusalem, while this chapter introduces hope grounded in God’s
covenant faithfulness. Ezekiel, as both a priest and prophet, speaks to a people feeling
utterly defeated and scattered. The vision occurs in Babylon, where the exiles are
grappling with despair, and God uses Ezekiel to communicate that restoration is not only
possible but assured through divine intervention.

Outline

The chapter can be divided into two major movements. The first is the vision of the valley
of dry bones, where Ezekiel is commanded to prophesy to lifeless bones, symbolizing
Israel’s hopeless condition and God’s power to restore life. The second movement shifts to
a prophetic message about the reunification of Israel and Judah under one king,
highlighting the spiritual and political restoration that God promises. Together, these
movements portray both the immediate hope for renewal and the ultimate fulfillment of
God’s covenant promises.

Verse-by-Verse Study
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Verses 1-3: Ezekiel is set down in a valley full of dry bones, a stark image of death and
desolation. God asks if these bones can live, prompting Ezekiel to prophesy life into them
despite their hopeless appearance.

Verses 4-6: Ezekiel prophesies as commanded, and the bones begin to come together,
forming bodies with sinews and flesh, but without breath. God then commands to call the
breath of life into these bodies, symbolizing the Spirit’s role in true restoration.

Verses 7-10: The breath enters the bodies, and they stand as a vast army, representing
the whole house of Israel revived and restored. God explains that this vision symbolizes
Israel’s return from exile and spiritual renewal.

Verses 11-14: God instructs Ezekiel to prophesy to the people, assuring them that He will
open their graves and bring them back to the land of Israel, promising His Spirit to enliven
them once again.

Verses 15-17: Ezekiel is told to take two sticks representing Judah and Joseph (Ephraim)
and join them into one, symbolizing the reunification of the divided kingdoms under one
ruler.

Verses 18-22: The prophet explains that the divided kingdoms will be reunited and no
longer divided, reflecting God’s promise to restore political and spiritual unity to His
people.

Verses 23-28: God promises to make a covenant of peace with Israel, placing His
sanctuary among them forever. He will be their God, and they will be His people, with
David as their prince, signifying the messianic hope and eternal restoration.

Key Themes

One central theme is the power of God to bring life from death, both physically and
spiritually. The dry bones represent Israel’s hopeless exile, yet God’s Spirit revives them,
illustrating divine sovereignty over life and death. Another theme is restoration—not only
of individuals but of the nation as a whole, including political unity and covenant renewal.
The chapter also emphasizes the role of prophecy and obedience in God’s plan and the
assurance of God’s enduring presence and peace with His people.

Cross-References
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The vision of dry bones echoes the resurrection imagery found in the New Testament,
such as in John 5:28-29, where Jesus speaks of the dead hearing the voice of the Son of
God and living. The promise of reunification under one king connects with 2 Samuel 7,
where God establishes David’s dynasty, and with Revelation 21, which portrays the eternal
dwelling of God with His people. The theme of God’s Spirit bringing life aligns with Joel
2:28-29, where the Spirit is poured out to renew and empower the people.

Application

For modern disciples, Ezekiel 37 encourages trust in God’s power to restore even the most
hopeless situations. It challenges believers to recognize that spiritual renewal comes
through the Spirit’s life-giving work, not merely human effort. The call to prophesy to the
dry bones invites Christians to speak hope and life into brokenness around them.
Additionally, the promise of unity under God’s reign inspires the pursuit of reconciliation
within communities and churches, reflecting God’s covenant faithfulness and peace.

Summary

Ezekiel Chapter 37 powerfully portrays God’s ability to revive a lifeless and divided people
through the Spirit’s power and prophetic word. The vision of dry bones coming to life
symbolizes Israel’s physical and spiritual restoration, while the joining of two sticks
foretells the reunification of the nation under one sovereign ruler. This chapter reassures
believers of God’s covenant faithfulness, His promise of peace, and the hope of renewal
that transcends despair, making it a cornerstone of biblical hope and restoration.
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