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This study guide provides an educational overview of Ezekiel Chapter 29 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Ezekiel Chapter 29 serves as a pivotal oracle against Egypt, marking a significant moment
in the prophet’s ministry. This chapter contributes to the book’s flow by shifting the focus
from Judah and Jerusalem to a foreign power, Egypt, which had long been a dominant
player in the region. Readers should watch for the symbolic language used to describe
Egypt’s downfall and the prophetic declaration of its desolation. The chapter highlights
God’s sovereignty over nations and His ability to use even powerful empires to fulfill His
divine purposes.

Context

Ezekiel 29 is set during the Babylonian exile, a time when Judah was under Babylonian
domination. The immediate literary context places this chapter among a series of
prophecies against foreign nations, emphasizing God’s judgment beyond Israel. The
covenantal framework is rooted in Yahweh’s role as the sovereign Lord over all nations,
not just Israel. Ezekiel, the prophet, speaks as God’s messenger, delivering a message of
judgment against Egypt, a nation that had previously been an ally and refuge for Judah but
is now destined for humiliation and desolation. The setting is prophetic pronouncement,
likely delivered in Babylon or in exile, addressing both Israel and the surrounding nations.

Outline

The chapter begins with a direct oracle against Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, announcing his
impending downfall. This is followed by a vivid metaphor describing Egypt as a great sea
monster, symbolizing its power and pride. The prophecy then declares the desolation of
Egypt for forty years, during which it will be uninhabited and laid waste. The chapter
concludes with a promise that Egypt’s wealth will be given to Babylon, demonstrating the
transfer of power and blessing from Egypt to Babylon as instruments of God’s judgment
and purpose.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: The chapter opens with a clear statement of the date and the addressee,
Pharaoh king of Egypt. God calls Pharaoh “the great dragon” in the Nile, a metaphor
emphasizing his power and pride but also foreshadowing his downfall.

Verses 4–5: God declares that He will put hooks in Pharaoh’s jaws and draw him out with
fishhooks, symbolizing captivity and humiliation. This imagery portrays the inevitability of
Egypt’s defeat and subjugation.

Verses 6–8: Egypt is described as a monster in the Nile, a great sea beast that God will
bring up from the waters to be destroyed on the dry land. This metaphor illustrates
Egypt’s former strength and its coming desolation.

Verses 9–12: The prophecy continues with the declaration that Egypt will become a
desolate wasteland for forty years. During this time, it will be uninhabited and given over
to the nations, emphasizing the severity and duration of the judgment.

Verses 13–16: God promises to deliver the wealth of Egypt, including its treasures and the
products of its land, to the king of Babylon. This signifies the transfer of power and
resources from Egypt to Babylon as part of God’s sovereign plan.

Verses 17–20: The chapter closes with a reaffirmation of the judgment and a promise that
Babylon will receive the spoils of Egypt. This final section underscores the certainty of
God’s word and the fulfillment of His purposes through the rise and fall of nations.

Key Themes

One key theme is the sovereignty of God over all nations, demonstrating that no empire,
no matter how powerful, is beyond His control. Another theme is judgment as a divine
instrument to accomplish God’s purposes, shown through Egypt’s desolation and
Babylon’s rise. The imagery of Egypt as a sea monster highlights the theme of pride and
downfall. Additionally, the theme of exile and desolation reflects the consequences of
opposing God’s will. Finally, the transfer of wealth and power from Egypt to Babylon
illustrates God’s providential governance of history.

Cross-References
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Jeremiah 46 also contains a prophecy against Egypt, providing a parallel perspective on
Egypt’s judgment and confirming the theme of divine sovereignty over nations. Isaiah 19
offers a poetic oracle against Egypt, emphasizing its coming distress and transformation.
Daniel 2 and 7 depict the rise and fall of empires, including Babylon and Egypt, illustrating
the broader biblical narrative of God’s control over history. Psalm 74 reflects on God’s
judgment against nations, reinforcing the motif of divine justice. These cross-references
deepen understanding of Ezekiel 29 by situating Egypt’s judgment within the wider biblical
framework of God’s authority over empires.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from Ezekiel 29 the importance of recognizing God’s
sovereignty in global affairs and personal lives. The chapter challenges believers to trust
God’s control even when powerful forces seem dominant. It calls for humility, warning
against pride and self-reliance, as seen in Egypt’s downfall. The prophecy also encourages
faithfulness during times of hardship, as God’s purposes are often fulfilled through trials
and upheaval. Finally, it reminds Christians to view history and current events through a
spiritual lens, discerning God’s hand in the rise and fall of nations and leaders.

Summary

Ezekiel 29 presents a powerful oracle against Egypt, portraying its pride and power as a
sea monster destined for destruction and desolation. The chapter unfolds through vivid
imagery and prophetic declarations that emphasize God’s sovereignty over nations and
His use of judgment to accomplish His purposes. The desolation of Egypt and the transfer
of its wealth to Babylon illustrate the divine orchestration of history. This chapter
challenges readers to recognize God’s authority over all earthly powers and to trust in His
providential plan amidst the shifting tides of political power.
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