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Study Guide: Ezekiel - Chapter 27

This study guide provides an educational overview of Ezekiel Chapter 27 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Ezekiel Chapter 27 offers a vivid and poetic lament over the city of Tyre, portraying it as a
magnificent merchant ship whose destruction is both inevitable and devastating. This
chapter contributes to the book’s flow by illustrating the consequences of pride and
reliance on wealth and commerce rather than on God. As part of Ezekiel’s broader
prophetic message, it warns of judgment against nations that oppose God’s purposes.
Readers should watch for the rich maritime imagery and the detailed listing of Tyre’s
trading partners, which underscore the city’s extensive influence and the scope of its
impending downfall.

Context

Ezekiel Chapter 27 is situated within a series of oracles against foreign nations, specifically
focusing on Tyre, a powerful Phoenician city known for its wealth and seafaring commerce.
The immediate literary context is Ezekiel’s role as a prophet during the Babylonian exile,
delivering messages of judgment against Israel’s neighbors who have contributed to
Israel’s suffering or have acted arrogantly. The covenant frame is rooted in God’s
sovereignty over all nations, holding them accountable for their actions. The key speaker
is the prophet Ezekiel, who conveys God’s words in a poetic form that captures the
grandeur and eventual ruin of Tyre. The setting reflects a time when Tyre’s economic
dominance was at its peak, making its prophesied fall all the more striking.

Outline

The chapter begins with a call to mourn for Tyre, setting the tone for a dirge that follows.
The first section describes Tyre metaphorically as a majestic ship, highlighting its
construction and the craftsmanship involved. The next portion details the extensive trade
network of Tyre, naming various nations and commodities that contributed to its wealth.
The final section shifts to the announcement of Tyre’s destruction, emphasizing the loss
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felt by its trading partners and the totality of its downfall. This movement from grandeur to
ruin encapsulates the chapter’s thematic progression from pride to judgment.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: Ezekiel is commanded to take up a lament for Tyre, calling all who know the
city to mourn. The metaphor of Tyre as a merchant ship is introduced, setting the stage for
the extended allegory.

Verses 4-10: The construction of Tyre is described in detail, emphasizing the skill and
resources that went into building the city. The use of materials like cedar and fine linen
symbolizes both strength and luxury.

Verses 11-25: This section catalogs Tyre’s trading partners and the goods exchanged,
ranging from precious metals to exotic woods and spices. Each partner’s contribution
highlights Tyre’s extensive commercial reach and the interdependence of ancient
economies.

Verses 26-36: The lament turns to the consequences of Tyre’s pride and the impending
judgment. The destruction of Tyre is portrayed as a catastrophic event that will bring grief
to all who relied on its trade, illustrating the ripple effect of its downfall.

Key Themes

One key theme is the vulnerability of human pride and wealth. Tyre’s confidence in its
economic power and alliances is exposed as ultimately fragile before divine judgment.
Another theme is the interconnectedness of nations through commerce, showing how the
fall of one affects many. The chapter also underscores God’s sovereignty over all nations,
demonstrating that no empire or city is beyond His control. Finally, the lament form
conveys the seriousness of judgment while inviting reflection on the consequences of
turning away from God.

Cross-References

Isaiah 23 offers a parallel oracle against Tyre, reinforcing the theme of judgment against
proud maritime powers. Jeremiah 25:22 and 47:4 also mention Tyre’s downfall, situating
Ezekiel's prophecy within a broader biblical witness. Revelation 18 depicts the fall of a
great commercial city, echoing the lament over Tyre and highlighting the ongoing biblical
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concern with economic pride and divine justice. Psalm 48 reflects on the strength and
eventual ruin of cities, providing a poetic backdrop to Ezekiel’s lament.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from Ezekiel 27 the dangers of placing ultimate trust in
material wealth and human alliances rather than in God. The chapter challenges believers
to examine where their security lies and to recognize the transient nature of worldly
power. It also encourages a sober awareness of how our actions and dependencies affect
others, reminding us of the interconnectedness of communities. Finally, the lament invites
a posture of humility and repentance, acknowledging that God’s judgment serves both as
warning and call to restoration.

Summary

Ezekiel 27 presents a powerful lament over Tyre, portraying the city as a grand merchant
ship whose pride and wealth cannot prevent its destruction. Through detailed imagery and
a catalog of trading partners, the chapter reveals the extent of Tyre’s influence and the
far-reaching impact of its fall. Rooted in God’s sovereign judgment, the oracle warns
against reliance on material power and calls for recognition of divine authority. This
chapter serves as a sobering reminder of the fragility of human achievements and the
ultimate supremacy of God over all nations.
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