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This study guide provides an educational overview of Ezekiel Chapter 26 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Ezekiel Chapter 26 marks a pivotal moment in the prophetic narrative where God’s
judgment against the city of Tyre is pronounced with vivid imagery and assured certainty.
This chapter contributes to the book’s flow by transitioning from warnings to specific
prophecies against foreign nations, highlighting God’s sovereignty over all peoples, not
just Israel. Readers should watch for the detailed description of Tyre’s destruction, the
involvement of multiple nations, and the fulfillment of divine judgment as a demonstration
of God’s control over history and nations.

Context

Ezekiel 26 is situated within a larger section of the book containing oracles against foreign
nations, emphasizing God’s universal authority beyond Israel. The immediate literary
context follows earlier prophecies concerning Jerusalem and introduces judgments on
coastal cities. Historically, Tyre was a powerful Phoenician city known for its wealth and
maritime dominance. The prophecy reflects the covenantal framework where nations are
held accountable for their actions, especially when they oppose God’s people or purposes.
Ezekiel, as the prophet and priest in exile, delivers this message under divine inspiration,
addressing both the exiled Israelites and the nations surrounding them.

Outline

The chapter opens with a direct oracle against Tyre, declaring the city’s impending siege
and destruction. It then details the agents of judgment, including Nebuchadnezzar of
Babylon and other nations, who will participate in the city’s downfall. The prophecy
describes the complete devastation of Tyre’s walls and fortifications, emphasizing the
thoroughness of the judgment. The chapter concludes with a vivid portrayal of Tyre’s ruins
becoming a place for fishermen’s nets, symbolizing utter desolation and loss of former
glory.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: Ezekiel receives a divine command to prophesy against Tyre, identifying it as
a proud city whose downfall is certain. The city’s reputation and wealth make it a
significant target for judgment.

Verses 4–7: The prophecy announces the siege by many nations, highlighting the coalition
that will bring about Tyre’s destruction. This reflects the geopolitical realities of the time,
with Babylon as the primary aggressor supported by others.

Verses 8–10: The siege will be relentless, and the city’s walls and towers will be destroyed.
The imagery underscores the complete dismantling of Tyre’s defenses, symbolizing the
collapse of its power.

Verses 11–14: The prophecy describes the city’s rubble being cast into the sea, a unique
and striking image illustrating the thoroughness of the destruction and the impossibility of
Tyre’s recovery.

Verses 15–17: The lament over Tyre’s downfall is pronounced, emphasizing the loss felt by
those who depended on its trade and prosperity. The city’s allies and merchants will
mourn its demise.

Verses 18–21: The chapter closes with a stark declaration that Tyre will become a place for
fishermen to spread their nets, symbolizing desolation and the end of its status as a
thriving commercial hub.

Key Themes

One key theme is divine sovereignty over nations, demonstrated by God’s control over
Tyre’s fate despite its power and wealth. Another theme is the certainty of judgment
against pride and self-reliance, as Tyre’s arrogance leads to its downfall. The chapter also
highlights the fulfillment of prophecy, reinforcing the reliability of God’s word. Finally, the
imagery of desolation serves as a reminder of the consequences of opposing God’s
purposes.

Cross-References

Isaiah 23 offers a parallel prophecy against Tyre, providing additional insight into the city’s
judgment and its impact on trade and nations. Jeremiah 25:22 references Tyre’s
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punishment within the context of Babylon’s conquest, confirming the historical fulfillment.
Daniel 4 illustrates Nebuchadnezzar’s role as an instrument of God’s judgment, which
aligns with Ezekiel’s depiction of the Babylonian siege. Psalm 2 emphasizes God’s
sovereignty over kings and nations, reinforcing the theological foundation of Ezekiel 26.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from Ezekiel 26 the importance of recognizing God’s authority
over all powers and the dangers of pride and self-sufficiency. The chapter challenges
believers to trust in God’s sovereign plan, even when facing seemingly insurmountable
opposition. It also encourages reflection on how God’s justice operates in history and
warns against aligning with worldly powers that oppose divine purposes. Practically, it calls
for humility, reliance on God, and awareness that ultimate security comes from Him alone.

Summary

Ezekiel 26 presents a detailed prophecy against Tyre, emphasizing God’s sovereign
judgment executed through a coalition of nations led by Babylon. The chapter’s vivid
imagery of siege, destruction, and desolation underscores the certainty and completeness
of divine punishment against pride and opposition to God’s will. Situated within the
broader prophetic context, this oracle highlights God’s control over history and nations,
offering timeless lessons on humility, reliance on God, and the consequences of defiance.
The chapter thus serves as a powerful reminder of God’s justice and faithfulness to His
word.
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