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This study guide provides an educational overview of Ezekiel Chapter 10 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Ezekiel Chapter 10 serves as a pivotal moment in the prophet’s vision, marking a dramatic
shift from the depiction of God’s glory in the temple to the announcement of impending
judgment on Jerusalem. This chapter reveals the departure of the divine glory from the
sanctuary, symbolizing the withdrawal of God’s protective presence due to the people’s
persistent rebellion. Readers should watch for the detailed descriptions of the cherubim
and the wheels, as well as the symbolic actions that communicate the seriousness of
God’s judgment and the holiness of His presence.

Context

Ezekiel 10 continues the visionary narrative that began in chapter 8, where the prophet is
shown the abominations within the Jerusalem temple. The immediate literary context is
the revelation of God’s glory departing from the temple, a profound sign of judgment.
Historically, Ezekiel prophesied during the Babylonian exile, addressing a people who had
witnessed the destruction of their city and temple. The key speaker is God, who
communicates through Ezekiel, the prophet-priest. The setting is a visionary experience by
the Chebar River in Babylon, where Ezekiel receives divine revelations concerning Israel’s
fate under the covenant relationship with Yahweh.

Outline

The chapter opens with a detailed description of the cherubim and the wheels,
emphasizing their complexity and divine function. This is followed by the identification of
the man clothed in linen, who takes coals from the altar and scatters them over the city,
symbolizing judgment. The narrative then focuses on the departure of the glory of the Lord
from the temple, moving from the threshold to the cherubim and ultimately leaving the
city. The chapter closes with the cherubim and wheels poised to move, signaling the active
execution of God’s judgment.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: The vision begins with the appearance of the cherubim and the wheels,
described with intricate detail. The cherubim have four faces and four wings, and the
wheels are full of eyes, symbolizing divine omniscience and mobility. The sound of their
wings is like the voice of God, underscoring the majestic and awe-inspiring nature of the
vision.

Verses 4-7: The glory of the Lord moves from the cherub to the threshold of the temple,
indicating a transition in the divine presence. This movement signifies the beginning of
God’s withdrawal from the temple, a key symbol of judgment against the people for their
sins.

Verses 8-10: The man clothed in linen appears, holding a writing kit. He is commanded to
take burning coals from the altar and scatter them over the city. This act symbolizes the
purifying and destructive judgment that will fall upon Jerusalem, emphasizing the
seriousness of the covenant breach.

Verses 11-17: The cherubim lift their wings and the wheels move in concert with them,
demonstrating the unity and power of God’s agents in executing His will. The glory of the
Lord departs from the temple to the cherubim, then to the threshold, and finally leaves the
city altogether, marking the definitive withdrawal of divine protection.

Verses 18-22: The chapter concludes with the cherubim standing beside the wheaels,
poised to move. The wheels are described as “full of eyes,” reinforcing the theme of divine
awareness and judgment. The presence of the man clothed in linen continues, linking the
judgment imagery with the divine agents.

Key Themes

One major theme is the holiness and transcendence of God, portrayed through the
detailed imagery of the cherubim and wheels. Their complexity and the sound of their
wings emphasize God’s majestic presence. Another theme is divine judgment, symbolized
by the scattering of coals over Jerusalem and the departure of God’s glory from the
temple. This departure signifies the withdrawal of God’s protection due to covenant
unfaithfulness. The chapter also highlights the theme of divine sovereignty, as God’s
agents act with precision and authority in carrying out His will.

Cross-References
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Ezekiel 1 provides the foundational vision of the cherubim and wheels, helping to clarify
their symbolic meaning as manifestations of God’s presence and mobility. Exodus
25:18-22 describes the cherubim on the Ark of the Covenant, linking the imagery to God’s
dwelling among His people. Isaiah 6 depicts a vision of God’s holiness and judgment,
complementing Ezekiel’s portrayal of divine glory and its consequences. Revelation 4 and
5 echo the cherubim imagery, showing the continuity of this symbolism in the heavenly
throne room and God’s sovereign rule.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from Ezekiel 10 the seriousness of God’s holiness and the
consequences of turning away from Him. The departure of God’s glory challenges
believers to examine their own faithfulness and the places where God’s presence may be
hindered in their lives or communities. The chapter calls for reverence, repentance, and a
renewed commitment to covenant faithfulness. Additionally, it reminds believers that
God’s sovereignty is active and purposeful, even in judgment, encouraging trust in His
ultimate plan and justice.

Summary

Ezekiel Chapter 10 vividly portrays the departure of God’s glory from the temple through
the symbolic actions of the cherubim, wheels, and the man clothed in linen. This
movement signals the onset of divine judgment against Jerusalem for covenant
unfaithfulness. The chapter’s detailed imagery emphasizes God’s holiness, omniscience,
and sovereign authority. As the glory withdraws, it marks a turning point in the prophetic
vision, underscoring the gravity of Israel’s rebellion and the certainty of God’s righteous
response.
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