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This study guide provides an educational overview of Daniel Chapter 6 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Daniel Chapter 6 serves as a powerful climax to the narrative of Daniel’s unwavering faith
and God’s sovereign protection. This chapter highlights the tension between human
authority and divine authority, showcasing Daniel’s steadfast commitment to prayer
despite a royal decree forbidding it. Readers should watch for the interplay between
political intrigue and spiritual conviction, as well as the demonstration of God’s miraculous
intervention. The chapter contributes to the book’s flow by illustrating the practical
outworking of Daniel’s faith in a hostile environment and affirming God’s control over
earthly kingdoms.

Context

Daniel 6 is set during the reign of Darius the Mede, following the Babylonian captivity and
the rise of the Medo-Persian Empire. The immediate literary context places this chapter
after Daniel’s interpretation of dreams and visions, emphasizing his role as a wise and
faithful servant in foreign courts. The covenantal frame reflects God’s faithfulness to His
people in exile, preserving them and demonstrating His power through Daniel. Key figures
include Daniel himself, the administrators who plot against him, and King Darius, whose
authority is challenged by the events. The setting is the royal court, where political
jealousy and religious conviction collide.

Outline

The chapter unfolds in several distinct movements. Initially, Daniel is elevated to a high
position under King Darius, provoking envy among other officials. This leads to a
conspiracy to trap Daniel by exploiting his religious practices. Next, the king issues a
decree forbidding prayer to anyone except himself, setting the stage for Daniel’s test of
faith. Following this, Daniel’s defiance results in his arrest and sentencing to the lions’ den.
The narrative then shifts to the king’s anxious vigil and the miraculous preservation of
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Daniel. Finally, the chapter concludes with the king’s decree honoring Daniel’s God and
the punishment of the conspirators, affirming divine justice and sovereignty.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: Daniel’s exceptional character is established as he is promoted above all other
officials, inciting jealousy. His integrity and wisdom are highlighted, setting the stage for
conflict.

Verses 4–9: The conspirators craft a law that targets Daniel’s prayer life, exploiting the
king’s authority to trap him. The irrevocability of the decree illustrates the legal rigidity of
the Medo-Persian system.

Verses 10–15: Daniel’s response to the decree reveals his unwavering devotion. Despite
the threat, he continues his practice of praying three times a day, demonstrating
faithfulness over fear. His arrest follows, and the king’s distress is evident.

Verses 16–18: Daniel is cast into the lions’ den, and the king’s sorrow is palpable. The
sealing of the den symbolizes the finality of the sentence and the king’s hope for divine
intervention.

Verses 19–23: The king’s early morning visit to the den reveals Daniel’s miraculous
preservation. God’s protection is emphasized as no harm comes to Daniel, affirming His
sovereignty over natural and political realms.

Verses 24–28: The conspirators face divine justice, and the king issues a decree
recognizing the power of Daniel’s God. The chapter closes with a testimony to God’s
eternal kingdom and His ability to save and deliver.

Key Themes

One key theme is the sovereignty of God over earthly kingdoms, demonstrated by His
control over the lions and the king’s authority. Another theme is faithfulness under
persecution, as Daniel models unwavering commitment to God despite legal threats. The
chapter also explores the tension between human law and divine law, highlighting the
supremacy of obedience to God. Lastly, the theme of divine deliverance underscores God’s
power to protect His faithful servants in hostile environments.

Cross-References
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Esther 4 illustrates a similar tension between political authority and faithful obedience,
where Esther risks her life to intercede for her people. Acts 5 recounts the apostles’
defiance of human authorities in favor of obeying God, paralleling Daniel’s commitment.
Psalm 34:7 speaks of the angel who encamps around those who fear the Lord, echoing the
divine protection in the lions’ den. Lastly, Revelation 1:18 affirms Christ’s authority over
death and Hades, reinforcing the theme of God’s ultimate sovereignty over life and death.

Application

Modern disciples can draw encouragement from Daniel’s example to remain faithful in the
face of opposition, especially when cultural or legal pressures conflict with spiritual
convictions. The chapter challenges believers to prioritize obedience to God above human
decrees and to trust in His providential care. It also invites reflection on prayer as a vital
practice that sustains faith and courage. Furthermore, the narrative encourages trust in
God’s sovereignty amid uncertainty, reminding believers that divine deliverance may
come in unexpected ways and times.

Summary

Daniel Chapter 6 vividly portrays the clash between earthly authority and divine allegiance
through Daniel’s unwavering faith and God’s miraculous protection. The chapter’s
structure moves from promotion and jealousy to conspiracy, trial, and deliverance,
culminating in a royal proclamation of God’s sovereignty. Key themes of faithfulness,
divine authority, and deliverance are woven throughout, providing a compelling testimony
to God’s power to preserve His servants. This chapter encourages believers to trust God
fully, remain steadfast in prayer, and recognize His supreme rule over all circumstances.
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