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This study guide provides an educational overview of Job Chapter 39 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Job Chapter 39 serves as a pivotal moment in the divine discourse where God challenges
Job’s understanding of creation and divine providence. This chapter contributes to the
book’s flow by shifting the focus from human suffering to the intricate details of God’s
sovereign design in the animal kingdom. Readers should watch for the vivid descriptions of
various animals and the rhetorical questions that emphasize God’s unmatched wisdom
and power in sustaining life. This chapter invites reflection on the limits of human
knowledge compared to divine omniscience.

Context

The immediate literary context of Job 39 is part of God’s second speech from the
whirlwind, following the first speech in chapters 38 and 39. Here, God continues to
respond to Job’s complaints and questions by highlighting the wonders of creation that Job
cannot control or fully comprehend. The historical and covenantal frame is rooted in the
ancient Near Eastern worldview of divine sovereignty over creation. God is the ultimate
Creator and Sustainer, and this chapter underscores His authority over the natural world.
The key speaker is God Himself, addressing Job directly, emphasizing the vast gap
between divine and human perspectives.

Outline

The chapter unfolds in a series of descriptive segments, each focusing on different animals
and their unique characteristics. It begins with the wild goats and deer, highlighting their
freedom and instinctive behavior. It then moves to the wild donkey and ox, emphasizing
their strength and independence. The ostrich is portrayed next, noted for its peculiar
behavior and seeming lack of wisdom. The horse is examined in detail, illustrating its
power and courage in battle. Finally, the chapter concludes with the hawk and eagle,
symbols of keen sight and majestic flight. Each section uses rhetorical questions to
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underscore God’s sovereign control over these creatures.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: God begins by asking Job if he knows when the mountain goats give birth or if
he watches over the deer’s offspring. These questions highlight Job’s limited knowledge of
natural processes and God’s intimate involvement in creation.

Verses 4–8: The focus shifts to the wild donkey, which lives freely in the wilderness,
unconcerned with human control. God points out that the wild donkey thrives in harsh
environments where humans cannot tame it.

Verses 9–12: Attention turns to the ox, a powerful animal that serves humans but also has
its own strength. God asks if Job can trust the ox to plow or thresh grain, illustrating the
balance between human use and animal autonomy.

Verses 13–18: The ostrich is described as lacking wisdom and care for its eggs, yet it is
swift and carefree. This paradox challenges human assumptions about intelligence and
divine design.

Verses 19–25: The horse is portrayed as a creature of strength and valor, eager for battle
and unafraid of danger. God asks if Job can control the horse’s courage or teach it to fear,
emphasizing divine sovereignty over even the most powerful animals.

Verses 26–30: The chapter concludes with the hawk and eagle, birds that soar high and
have keen eyesight. God questions whether Job can command their flight or provide their
food, underscoring the freedom and provision granted by God.

Key Themes

One key theme is divine sovereignty over creation, demonstrated through the detailed
descriptions of animals that operate beyond human control. Another theme is human
limitation in understanding the natural world, as God’s questions reveal Job’s inability to
manage or fully grasp these creatures. The chapter also explores the theme of providence,
showing that God not only created but continuously sustains and governs life. Additionally,
the contrast between human and animal behavior invites reflection on wisdom and instinct
as aspects of God’s design.

Cross-References
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Psalm 104:10-30 complements Job 39 by celebrating God’s provision for all creatures,
emphasizing His ongoing care for the natural world. Proverbs 30:24-28 also references
animals like the lion, locust, and spider to illustrate wisdom in creation, paralleling Job’s
focus on animal behavior. Isaiah 40:12-31 highlights God’s incomparable power over
creation, echoing the themes of divine sovereignty found in Job 39. Finally, Genesis 1:20-
25 provides the creation context, reminding readers that God’s authority over animals was
established from the beginning.

Application

Modern disciples can apply Job 39 by cultivating humility regarding their understanding of
God’s creation and providence. Recognizing the complexity and order in the animal
kingdom encourages trust in God’s wisdom, especially in times of uncertainty or suffering.
This chapter challenges believers to acknowledge God’s control over all aspects of life,
fostering awe and reverence. It also invites reflection on how human beings relate to
creation, promoting stewardship that respects God’s design rather than attempting to
dominate it. Finally, the passage encourages reliance on God’s guidance rather than
human strength or insight.

Summary

Job Chapter 39 deepens the divine challenge to Job by focusing on the animal kingdom as
a testament to God’s sovereign power and wisdom. Through a series of vivid portrayals
and probing questions, God reveals Job’s limited capacity to govern or fully understand
creation. The chapter’s structure moves through various creatures, each illustrating
aspects of God’s providential care and control. This section reinforces the overarching
message of the book: human beings must trust in God’s inscrutable wisdom and authority,
especially amid suffering and mystery.
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