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This study guide provides an educational overview of 2 Chronicles Chapter 35 using a
verse-by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded
in Scripture.

Introduction

2 Chronicles 35 serves as the concluding chapter of the reign of King Josiah, highlighting
his commitment to restoring proper worship in Judah through the celebration of the
Passover. This chapter contributes significantly to the book’s flow by illustrating the climax
of Josiah’s religious reforms and the tragic consequences of his untimely death. Readers
should watch for the detailed description of the Passover celebration, the emphasis on
covenant faithfulness, and the narrative shift toward the decline of Judah’s fortunes
following Josiah’s demise.

Context

The immediate context of 2 Chronicles 35 is the final years of King Josiah’s reign, a period
marked by vigorous efforts to restore the worship of Yahweh according to the Mosaic Law.
Josiah’s reforms included the repair of the temple and the re-institution of the Passover,
which had been neglected for generations. This chapter is set against the covenantal
framework established in the Torah, emphasizing obedience to God’s commands as the
basis for national blessing. Key figures include Josiah himself, the priests, Levites, and the
people of Judah who participate in the Passover. The chapter also introduces the setting of
Josiah’s fatal encounter at Megiddo, which leads to his death and signals a turning point in
Judah’s history.

Outline

The chapter opens with Josiah’s command to celebrate the Passover in accordance with
the Law, emphasizing meticulous preparation and participation by the priests and Levites.
Following this, the narrative details the execution of the Passover feast, highlighting the
thoroughness and joy of the observance. The text then shifts to describe the widespread
rejoicing among the people and the significance of this event as a renewal of covenant
faithfulness. The final section recounts Josiah’s military campaign against Pharaoh Necho
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of Egypt at Megiddo, resulting in Josiah’s death. The chapter concludes with the mourning
of Josiah and the transition of power to his son Jehoahaz, setting the stage for the decline
of Judah.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: Josiah commands the people to observe the Passover, instructing the priests
and Levites to prepare thoroughly. This reflects his dedication to restoring proper worship
and adherence to the covenant.

Verses 4–6: Detailed instructions are given for the priests and Levites regarding their roles
and the purification required to ensure the sanctity of the offerings. This underscores the
importance of ritual purity in worship.

Verses 7–10: The Levites are called to assist the people in the slaughtering and
preparation of the Passover lambs, demonstrating communal involvement and the
reestablishment of Levitical duties.

Verses 11–14: The narrative describes the large-scale slaughter of the Passover lambs,
noting the unprecedented nature of the celebration since the days of the judges. This
highlights the revival of covenant observance.

Verses 15–19: The priests and Levites are commended for their faithfulness in handling
the offerings, ensuring no defilement occurred. This reflects the chapter’s emphasis on
holiness and obedience.

Verses 20–24: The people rejoice in the Passover feast, and Josiah’s reforms are praised as
bringing about a period of spiritual renewal and blessing for Judah.

Verses 25–27: The chapter shifts to Josiah’s confrontation with Pharaoh Necho at Megiddo.
Despite warnings, Josiah engages in battle and is fatally wounded, marking a tragic end to
his reign.

Verses 28–30: Josiah’s death is mourned deeply by the people, and he is buried with
honor. This mourning reflects the high regard in which he was held for his faithfulness to
God.

Verses 31–32: The chapter concludes with the ascension of Jehoahaz to the throne and the
beginning of Judah’s decline, signaling the consequences of Josiah’s death for the nation’s
future.
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Key Themes

A central theme in 2 Chronicles 35 is covenant renewal through worship, exemplified by
Josiah’s reinstitution of the Passover. The chapter emphasizes the importance of
obedience to God’s Law as the foundation for national blessing and spiritual vitality.
Another theme is the role of leadership in guiding the people toward faithfulness, with
Josiah portrayed as a model king who seeks to align the nation with God’s will. The tragic
theme of human frailty and the consequences of disobedience emerge in Josiah’s death,
which foreshadows Judah’s impending decline. Lastly, the chapter highlights the
communal nature of worship, involving priests, Levites, and the people in a unified act of
devotion.

Cross-References

Exodus 12 provides the original institution of the Passover, clarifying the significance of
Josiah’s restoration of this feast as a return to God’s covenant commands. Deuteronomy
16 outlines the laws concerning the Passover, reinforcing the legal and covenantal
framework Josiah sought to uphold. 2 Kings 23 parallels this chapter by recounting Josiah’s
reforms and death, offering a complementary perspective on the events. Psalm 78 reflects
on the history of Israel’s obedience and rebellion, providing theological insight into the
consequences of faithfulness and disobedience seen in Josiah’s reign. Lastly, Jeremiah 22
anticipates the downfall of Judah’s kings after Josiah, connecting the chapter’s conclusion
to the prophetic warnings about the nation’s future.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from Josiah’s example of wholehearted commitment to God’s
Word and the importance of corporate worship in renewing faith. The chapter challenges
believers to examine their own obedience to God’s commands and to prioritize spiritual
renewal within their communities. Josiah’s death reminds us of the fragility of human
leadership and the need to rely ultimately on God’s sovereignty. The detailed attention to
ritual purity and reverence in worship encourages contemporary Christians to approach
God with seriousness and respect. Additionally, the communal celebration of Passover
invites reflection on the value of shared faith experiences in strengthening the body of
Christ today.

Summary
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2 Chronicles 35 encapsulates the pinnacle of Josiah’s religious reforms through the
meticulous celebration of the Passover, symbolizing a profound covenant renewal in Judah.
The chapter’s structure moves from preparation and execution of worship to the tragic
death of Josiah, underscoring the interplay between faithful leadership and national
destiny. Key themes of obedience, covenant faithfulness, and communal worship emerge
clearly, while cross-references deepen understanding of the Passover’s significance and
Judah’s historical trajectory. Ultimately, the chapter invites reflection on the enduring
impact of devoted leadership and the necessity of aligning communal life with God’s
covenantal standards.
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