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This study guide provides an educational overview of 2 Chronicles Chapter 1 using a
verse-by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded
in Scripture.

Introduction

2 Chronicles Chapter 1 marks the beginning of Solomon’s reign and sets the tone for his
wisdom and leadership. This chapter contributes to the book’s flow by emphasizing
Solomon’s initial steps as king, his seeking of divine wisdom, and the establishment of his
kingdom’s wealth and stability. Readers should watch for the themes of divine favor, the
importance of wisdom over riches, and the covenantal relationship between God and
Solomon as the new leader of Israel.

Context

The immediate literary context of 2 Chronicles 1 follows the death of King David and the
ascension of Solomon to the throne of Israel. This chapter opens the narrative of
Solomon’s reign, focusing on his early actions to consolidate power and seek God’s
guidance. Historically, this period is set during the united monarchy of Israel, a time when
the covenant promises made to David are being fulfilled through Solomon. Key figures
include Solomon himself and God, who appears in a vision to grant Solomon wisdom. The
setting is primarily in Gibeon, where the tabernacle stood before the temple was built,
highlighting the continuity of worship and divine presence.

Outline

The chapter can be divided into three main movements. First, Solomon’s offering of
sacrifices at Gibeon to seek God’s blessing (verses 1–6). Second, God’s appearance to
Solomon in a dream and the granting of wisdom and wealth based on Solomon’s request
(verses 7–12). Third, the description of Solomon’s wealth, wisdom, and international trade
relationships that establish his kingdom’s prosperity (verses 13–17). Each section builds
upon the previous, showing a progression from spiritual seeking to divine blessing and
practical manifestation in Solomon’s reign.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: Solomon goes to Gibeon to offer sacrifices, demonstrating his reverence for
God and continuity with David’s worship practices. The emphasis on a thousand burnt
offerings highlights the seriousness of Solomon’s dedication as he begins his reign.

Verses 4–6: Solomon prays to God, acknowledging the covenant promises made to David
and expressing his desire for wisdom to govern the people effectively. This prayer reflects
Solomon’s humility and recognition of the divine source of true leadership.

Verses 7–12: God appears to Solomon in a dream, offering to grant whatever he asks.
Solomon requests an understanding heart to judge the people wisely. God grants this
wisdom along with riches and honor, indicating that spiritual insight is paramount but
accompanied by material blessings.

Verses 13–17: The chapter concludes with a summary of Solomon’s wealth, wisdom, and
international trade, particularly with King Hiram of Tyre. This section illustrates the
tangible outcomes of God’s blessing and Solomon’s wise governance, setting the stage for
the temple’s construction and Israel’s golden age.

Key Themes

One key theme is the primacy of wisdom in leadership. Solomon’s request for an
understanding heart shows that effective governance depends on divine insight rather
than mere power or wealth. Another theme is the faithfulness of God to His covenant
promises, as seen in the granting of wisdom and prosperity. The chapter also highlights
the importance of worship and sacrifice as foundational to seeking God’s favor. Lastly, the
integration of spiritual blessing with practical success underscores the holistic nature of
God’s blessing in Solomon’s reign.

Cross-References

1 Kings 3 parallels this chapter closely, providing another account of Solomon’s request for
wisdom and God’s response, reinforcing the significance of this event. Psalm 72 reflects
the ideal king’s wisdom and justice, themes introduced here. Proverbs 1:7 connects the
fear of the Lord with the beginning of knowledge, echoing Solomon’s understanding of
wisdom’s divine source. Additionally, Deuteronomy 17:18–20 outlines the king’s
responsibility to seek God’s law, which Solomon embodies in his prayer. These references
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deepen understanding of Solomon’s role as a covenantal leader.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from Solomon’s example of prioritizing wisdom and
dependence on God at the start of leadership or any significant endeavor. Seeking God’s
guidance through prayer and worship remains essential for effective decision-making. The
chapter encourages believers to value spiritual insight over material gain, trusting that
God’s blessings encompass both. It also challenges leaders to recognize their
accountability before God and to govern with justice and humility. Finally, the integration
of faith and practical action in Solomon’s reign serves as a model for living out one’s
calling with both spiritual devotion and tangible fruitfulness.

Summary

2 Chronicles Chapter 1 introduces Solomon’s reign with a focus on his seeking of God’s
wisdom and blessing through worship and prayer. God’s granting of wisdom, along with
wealth and honor, establishes the foundation for Solomon’s successful leadership. The
chapter moves from Solomon’s spiritual dedication to the practical realities of his
kingdom’s prosperity, highlighting the covenantal relationship between God and Israel.
This passage sets the stage for the temple’s construction and the flourishing of Israel
under Solomon’s wise and divinely guided rule.
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