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This study guide provides an educational overview of 1 Chronicles Chapter 22 using a
verse-by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded
in Scripture.

Introduction

1 Chronicles 22 serves as a pivotal chapter in the chronicler’s narrative, marking a
transition from King David’s reign to the preparations for Solomon’s temple construction.
This chapter highlights David’s role in organizing the resources and personnel necessary
for the temple, emphasizing the continuity of God’s covenant promises through Solomon.
Readers should watch for the themes of divine appointment, obedience, and the sacred
task of temple building as foundational elements that shape the chapter’s message.

Context

The immediate literary context of 1 Chronicles 22 is the conclusion of David’s military and
political consolidation in Jerusalem and the preparation for the temple, which Solomon will
build. The chronicler situates this chapter after David’s victory and establishment of
peace, underscoring the covenantal promise that David’s son will build the temple. The
key speaker is David, who addresses the leaders of Israel and Solomon, instructing them
about the temple’s construction. Historically, this chapter reflects the post-exilic emphasis
on temple worship and the legitimacy of David’s dynasty, reinforcing the covenantal
framework established in earlier books of Chronicles and the Pentateuch.

Outline

The chapter begins with David’s declaration of his intention to build the temple and his
explanation of why God has not allowed him to do so. This is followed by David’s detailed
preparations for the temple, including the gathering of materials and the appointment of
skilled workers. The narrative then shifts to David’s charge to Solomon, where he
encourages his son to be strong and obedient to God’s commandments in order to
successfully complete the temple. The chapter closes with David’s instructions to the
leaders of Israel to support Solomon in this sacred endeavor.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: David opens by explaining that although he desired to build a temple for the
Lord, God chose Solomon, his son, to undertake this task. This reflects God’s sovereign will
and the fulfillment of His covenant promises through the Davidic line.

Verses 4–5: David recounts how he gathered extensive materials—iron, bronze, wood, and
stone—to prepare for the temple’s construction, demonstrating his commitment to the
project despite not building it himself.

Verses 6–8: David summons the leaders of Israel, instructing them to assist Solomon in
building the temple. This call for unity and cooperation underscores the communal nature
of worship and the temple’s significance for all Israel.

Verses 9–10: David charges Solomon to be strong and courageous, to obey God’s law, and
to avoid turning away from it. This admonition ties success in the temple’s construction to
faithfulness and obedience to God’s covenant.

Verses 11–16: David provides Solomon with detailed instructions about the temple’s
construction, emphasizing adherence to the law of Moses and the importance of seeking
God’s guidance. He also reminds Solomon of God’s promises and the blessings that come
from obedience.

Verses 17–19: David calls upon the leaders of Israel to support Solomon wholeheartedly,
encouraging them to be strong and to help Solomon fulfill God’s purpose. This final
exhortation reinforces the theme of communal responsibility in God’s work.

Key Themes

One key theme is divine sovereignty in the fulfillment of God’s promises, as seen in God’s
choice of Solomon rather than David to build the temple. Another theme is the importance
of preparation and stewardship, highlighted by David’s careful gathering of materials and
organization of labor. The chapter also emphasizes obedience to God’s law as essential for
success in God’s work, linking faithfulness with blessing. Lastly, the communal nature of
worship and temple building is underscored, showing that God’s purposes involve the
entire community, not just the king.

Cross-References
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2 Samuel 7 provides the foundational covenant promise to David that his offspring will
build the temple, clarifying the divine plan referenced in 1 Chronicles 22. Exodus 25–31
contains the detailed instructions for the tabernacle, which serve as a blueprint for
Solomon’s temple, emphasizing the importance of following God’s law in sacred
construction. Proverbs 3:5–6 complements David’s charge to Solomon to trust and obey
God for success. Finally, Ezra 3 recounts the post-exilic community’s efforts to rebuild the
temple, echoing the themes of preparation and communal responsibility found in this
chapter.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from David’s example of faithful preparation and stewardship,
recognizing that God’s work often requires patient groundwork before visible results. The
emphasis on obedience to God’s word challenges believers to align their lives with
Scripture as the foundation for fruitful service. Solomon’s charge to be strong and
courageous encourages believers to face spiritual challenges with confidence rooted in
God’s promises. The communal aspect reminds the church today that ministry and
worship are collective responsibilities, calling for unity and mutual support in fulfilling
God’s purposes.

Summary

1 Chronicles 22 marks a significant transition in Israel’s history, focusing on David’s
preparations for the temple and his charge to Solomon. The chapter highlights God’s
sovereign choice, the necessity of faithful obedience, and the communal nature of God’s
work. Through David’s example, the chronicler emphasizes that successful ministry and
worship depend on careful preparation, adherence to God’s law, and the support of the
community, setting the stage for Solomon’s temple as a central symbol of God’s presence
among His people.
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