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This study guide provides an educational overview of 1 Chronicles Chapter 20 using a
verse-by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded
in Scripture.

Introduction

1 Chronicles Chapter 20 provides a focused account of King David’s military campaigns
against the Philistines, highlighting his continued efforts to secure Israel’s borders and
establish peace. This chapter contributes to the broader narrative of David’s reign by
emphasizing his role as a warrior king who relies on God’s strength to overcome
formidable enemies. Readers should watch for the repeated motif of divine empowerment
in battle and the significance of defeating giants, which symbolizes the triumph of God’s
people over seemingly insurmountable obstacles.

Context

The immediate literary context of 1 Chronicles 20 follows the detailed account of David’s
rise to kingship and his establishment of Jerusalem as the political and spiritual center of
Israel. This chapter fits within the historical frame of David’s military consolidation after
uniting the tribes. The Chronicler, writing post-exile, emphasizes David’s faithfulness and
God’s covenantal promises to him. The key figures are David as the central warrior-king
and the Philistine adversaries, including their giant warriors, who represent ongoing
threats to Israel’s security. The setting is the borderlands where Israel and Philistine
territories meet, underscoring the constant tension and conflict in this period.

Outline

The chapter opens with David’s military campaign against the Philistines, focusing on the
capture of the city of Gath and the defeat of its king. This is followed by a detailed
recounting of three separate encounters with Philistine giants, each involving a distinct
warrior from David’s forces. The narrative moves from the strategic conquest of enemy
territory to personal acts of valor that demonstrate God’s favor and the strength of David’s
men. The chapter closes by reaffirming Israel’s dominance over its enemies and the
ongoing nature of the conflict.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: These verses describe David’s successful siege and capture of the Philistine
city of Gath, including the killing of its king, who was a descendant of the giants. This
victory not only weakens the Philistines politically but also symbolically diminishes their
power, as their leadership is linked to the race of giants.

Verses 4-8: The narrative shifts to individual combat, recounting how David’s warrior
Elhanan killed Goliath’s brother, another giant from Gath. This account highlights the
ongoing threat posed by these giants and the valor of David’s men in confronting them.

Verses 9-10: Another giant, described as having six fingers on each hand and six toes on
each foot, is defeated by a warrior named Shammah. This detail emphasizes the
extraordinary nature of the enemies and the miraculous nature of Israel’s victories.

Verses 11-15: The chapter concludes with a third giant, Lahmi, who is killed by Elhanan.
This final account reinforces the theme of divine assistance in battle and the repeated
triumph of God’s people over their enemies, no matter how daunting.

Key Themes

One key theme is the sovereignty of God in Israel’s military success. The repeated
victories over giants symbolize God’s power to overcome obstacles that appear
impossible. Another theme is the legitimacy of David’s kingship, demonstrated through his
ability to protect and expand Israel’s territory. The presence of giants serves as a
metaphor for the spiritual and physical challenges faced by God’s people, highlighting the
necessity of faith and courage. Lastly, the chapter underscores the importance of faithful
servants who act as instruments of God’s deliverance.

Cross-References

The account of David’s battles with giants in this chapter parallels the famous story of
David and Goliath in 1 Samuel 17, providing a broader context for understanding the
ongoing conflict with the Philistines. The mention of giants recalls Genesis 6:4, where
giants are introduced as part of the pre-flood narrative, linking these battles to ancient
cosmic struggles. Psalm 18, a song of David’s deliverance, echoes the theme of God’s
protection in battle seen here. Additionally, 2 Samuel 21 recounts similar events, offering
a complementary perspective on these military exploits. These cross-references help
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clarify the historical and theological significance of the chapter’s content.
Application

Modern disciples can draw encouragement from David’s reliance on God in the face of
overwhelming challenges. Just as David and his warriors faced giants, believers today
encounter spiritual and practical obstacles that require faith and courage. This chapter
invites readers to trust in God’s power rather than their own strength when confronting
difficulties. It also encourages the development of faithful community members who
support one another in spiritual battles. Furthermore, the narrative challenges believers to
recognize that victories are ultimately God’s work, calling for humility and gratitude in
times of success.

Summary

1 Chronicles 20 highlights David’s military victories over the Philistines, focusing on the
defeat of their giant warriors as a testament to God’s sovereign power and faithfulness.
The chapter moves from the strategic conquest of enemy cities to personal acts of valor
by David’s men, illustrating the ongoing struggle between God’s people and their
adversaries. Through these accounts, the Chronicler emphasizes the legitimacy of David’s
reign, the necessity of divine assistance in overcoming formidable foes, and the role of
faithful servants in God’s plan. This chapter serves as a powerful reminder of God’s ability
to deliver His people from seemingly impossible challenges.
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