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This study guide provides an educational overview of Ruth Chapter 3 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Ruth Chapter 3 presents a pivotal moment in the story of Ruth and Boaz, highlighting
themes of trust, courage, and divine providence. This chapter focuses on Ruth’s bold
initiative under Naomi’s guidance to secure her future through Boaz, the kinsman-
redeemer. It reveals cultural customs and personal character traits that drive the narrative
forward and set the stage for redemption and restoration.

Context

The Book of Ruth is set during the time of the Judges, a period marked by social instability
and moral challenges in Israel. Ruth, a Moabite widow, has committed herself to Naomi,
her Israelite mother-in-law, and to the God of Israel. After gleaning in Boaz’s field in
Chapter 2, Ruth and Naomi devise a plan to secure Ruth’s future by appealing to Boaz’'s
role as a kinsman-redeemer. This chapter takes place at the threshing floor, a significant
location symbolizing harvest and provision, where Ruth approaches Boaz in a culturally
appropriate yet courageous manner.

Outline

The chapter begins with Naomi instructing Ruth on how to approach Boaz during the night
at the threshing floor. Ruth follows Naomi’s advice, lies at Boaz's feet, and waits for his
response. Boaz awakens, is surprised but pleased by Ruth’s request, and reassures her of
his willingness to act as her redeemer if a closer relative declines. The chapter concludes
with Boaz sending Ruth away with gifts and a promise to resolve the matter promptly,
leaving the story poised for resolution.

Verse-by-Verse Study
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Verses 1-3: Naomi instructs Ruth to wash, anoint herself, and dress in her best clothes
before going to the threshing floor. This preparation symbolizes respect and seriousness.
Naomi’s advice to uncover Boaz's feet and lie down is a culturally nuanced way of
requesting protection and redemption.

Verses 4-7: Ruth follows Naomi’s instructions and waits for Boaz to fall asleep. Boaz's
initial surprise turns to admiration when he understands Ruth’s intentions. His recognition
of her loyalty and virtue is evident in his response.

Verses 8-13: Boaz explains the legal process involving a closer kinsman-redeemer who
has the first right to redeem Ruth. He promises to act if that person declines. Boaz’'s
honorable character and commitment to the law and to Ruth’s welfare are highlighted
here.

Verses 14-18: Ruth departs with Boaz’'s blessing and gifts, returning to Naomi with hope.
Naomi’s response reflects joy and confidence in Boaz’s role as redeemer, setting
anticipation for the story’s resolution.

Key Themes

One key theme is the concept of redemption, both legal and spiritual, as Boaz acts as a
redeemer for Ruth, symbolizing God’s provision and faithfulness. Another theme is
courage and initiative, seen in Ruth’s bold approach despite potential risks. Loyalty and
kindness permeate the chapter, reflecting the covenantal love that drives the narrative.
The cultural customs underscore the importance of community, law, and honor in Israelite
society.

Cross-References

The concept of the kinsman-redeemer connects to Leviticus 25, where God commands the
redemption of property and family members. The threshing floor setting recalls David’s
encounter with God in 2 Samuel 24, symbolizing divine provision and judgment. Ruth’s
loyalty echoes the covenant faithfulness found in Deuteronomy 10:12-19. Boaz's
honorable conduct reflects the wisdom of Proverbs 31, illustrating the ideal of godly
leadership and protection.

Application
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Ruth Chapter 3 challenges believers to trust in God’s providence and to act with courage
and integrity in uncertain situations. It encourages reliance on wise counsel and the
pursuit of honorable relationships. The chapter also invites reflection on God as our
ultimate redeemer, who provides restoration and hope. Practically, it teaches the value of
initiative balanced with respect for cultural and moral boundaries.

Summary

Ruth Chapter 3 is a rich narrative of faith, courage, and redemption. Guided by Naomi’s
wisdom, Ruth approaches Boaz in a culturally sensitive yet bold manner, initiating the
process of redemption. Boaz’s honorable response and promise to act highlight God’s
providential care. The chapter sets the stage for the fulfillment of God’s plan through
human obedience and divine grace, offering timeless lessons on trust, loyalty, and
redemption.
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