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This study guide provides an educational overview of Ruth Chapter 2 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Ruth Chapter 2 continues the narrative of Ruth, a Moabite widow, as she seeks sustenance
and security in Bethlehem. This chapter highlights themes of providence, kindness, and
divine guidance through the interactions between Ruth and Boaz. It portrays the unfolding
of God’s plan in the lives of ordinary people and sets the stage for the eventual
redemption of Ruth and Naomi’s family line.

Context

Following the tragic loss of their husbands, Naomi and Ruth return to Bethlehem from
Moab. Ruth’s commitment to Naomi is demonstrated by her decision to glean in the fields
to provide for them. This chapter takes place during the barley harvest, a time of
agricultural activity and social interaction. The story unfolds within the customs of ancient
Israel, where gleaning was a provision for the poor and foreigners. Boaz, a wealthy relative
of Naomi’s late husband, emerges as a key figure, embodying the principles of kindness
and responsibility.

Outline

The chapter begins with Ruth’s initiative to glean in the fields, where she encounters Boaz,
who shows favor and protection toward her. Boaz instructs his workers to leave extra grain
for Ruth, ensuring her safety and provision. Ruth reports back to Naomi with a joyful
account of her experience and the generosity she received. Naomi recognizes Boaz as a
potential redeemer and encourages Ruth to continue gleaning in his fields. The chapter
closes with Ruth abiding in the fields until the barley harvest is complete, highlighting the
unfolding relationship between Ruth and Boaz.

Verse-by-Verse Study
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Verses 1-3: Ruth takes the initiative to glean in the fields, showing her determination and
humility. The mention of Boaz as a man of standing and a relative of Naomi’s husband
introduces a key character whose kindness will be pivotal.

Verses 4-7: Boaz notices Ruth and inquires about her. His immediate recognition and
concern demonstrate his character and awareness of social responsibility. Boaz's
instructions to his workers to treat Ruth kindly reflect his protective nature.

Verses 8-12: Boaz personally addresses Ruth, offering her safety and encouragement. He
praises her loyalty to Naomi and her noble character, acknowledging God’s blessing upon
her. This interaction reveals Boaz’'s respect and growing interest in Ruth.

Verses 13-16: Ruth expresses gratitude and continues gleaning under Boaz's protection.
Boaz commands his workers to leave extra grain for her, ensuring her abundance. This
provision symbolizes God’s providence working through human kindness.

Verses 17-23: Ruth returns to Naomi with a full measure of grain and recounts her
experience. Naomi recognizes Boaz’'s role as a potential redeemer and advises Ruth to
continue gleaning in his fields. The chapter ends with Ruth abiding in Boaz’s fields until the
harvest is complete, signaling the beginning of a redemptive relationship.

Key Themes

Providence and Divine Guidance: The chapter illustrates how God’s providence operates
through everyday events and human kindness, guiding Ruth toward security and blessing.

Loyalty and Faithfulness: Ruth’s steadfast loyalty to Naomi and her willingness to work
hard demonstrate faithfulness that is rewarded by God.

Kindness and Social Responsibility: Boaz exemplifies the biblical principle of caring for the
vulnerable, showing generosity and protection to Ruth as a foreigner and widow.

Redemption and Hope: The chapter sets the stage for the theme of redemption, with Boaz
emerging as a redeemer figure who will play a crucial role in Ruth’s future and the lineage
of Israel.

Cross-References

Leviticus 19:9-10 and Deuteronomy 24:19-22 provide the legal background for the
practice of gleaning, which protects the poor and foreigners by allowing them to gather
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leftover crops.

Deuteronomy 25:5-10 introduces the concept of the kinsman-redeemer, a relative who has
the responsibility to redeem a family member in need, which is central to Boaz’s role.

Psalm 37:23-24 speaks of the Lord’s guidance and support for the righteous, reflecting the
providential care seen in Ruth’s story.

Matthew 1:5 references Ruth in the genealogy of Jesus Christ, connecting the story to the
broader biblical narrative of redemption.

Application

Ruth Chapter 2 encourages believers to trust in God’s providence even in difficult
circumstances. Ruth’s example teaches the value of diligence, humility, and loyalty in
serving others. Boaz's actions challenge us to show kindness and responsibility toward
those in need, reflecting God’s heart. The chapter invites reflection on how God
orchestrates relationships and opportunities for our good and His glory. It also reminds us
to be attentive to the needs of others and to act with generosity and protection.

Summary

Ruth Chapter 2 reveals God’s providential care through the compassionate actions of Boaz
and the faithful perseverance of Ruth. The chapter highlights important biblical principles
of loyalty, kindness, and redemption within the social and legal context of ancient Israel.
As Ruth gleans in Boaz’s field, a redemptive relationship begins to unfold, pointing forward
to God’s greater plan of salvation. This chapter encourages believers to trust God’s
guidance, live faithfully, and extend grace to others in need.
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