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This study guide provides an educational overview of Judges Chapter 14 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Judges Chapter 14 introduces one of the most well-known figures in the Book of Judges:
Samson. This chapter focuses on the beginning of Samson’s story, highlighting his
extraordinary strength and his complex relationship with the Philistines. It sets the stage
for the unfolding drama of his life, marked by divine empowerment, personal flaws, and
conflict with Israel’s enemies. This study guide will explore the chapter’s narrative, its
theological implications, and practical lessons for readers today.

Context

The Book of Judges covers a turbulent period in Israel’s history, between the conquest of
Canaan and the establishment of the monarchy. During this time, Israel repeatedly falls
into cycles of sin, oppression, repentance, and deliverance. Samson is introduced as a
judge raised by God to deliver Israel from Philistine oppression. Unlike other judges,
Samson’s story is deeply personal and marked by his Nazirite vow, which set him apart for
God'’s purposes. Chapter 14 occurs early in his narrative, revealing his marriage to a
Philistine woman and his first public display of strength.

Outline

The chapter begins with Samson’s desire to marry a Philistine woman, despite his parents’
objections. It then describes his journey to Timnah, where he encounters a lion and
miraculously kills it with his bare hands. Later, he returns to find bees and honey in the
lion’s carcass, which he eats and shares with others. The narrative continues with Samson
presenting a riddle to his Philistine wedding guests, leading to tension and conflict. The
chapter closes with Samson’s anger over the betrayal of his riddle and his retaliatory acts
against the Philistines.

Verse-by-Verse Study
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Verses 1-3: Samson sees a Philistine woman in Timnah and desires to marry her. His
parents question the choice, concerned about the cultural and religious differences, but
Samson insists, showing early signs of his independent and rebellious nature.

Verses 4-5: On his way to Timnah, Samson encounters a young lion. Empowered by the
Spirit of the Lord, he tears the lion apart with his bare hands, demonstrating his divinely
granted strength and foreshadowing his role as a deliverer.

Verses 6-9: Samson does not tell his parents about the lion. Later, he finds bees and
honey inside the lion’s carcass and eats the honey, sharing it with his parents. This
unusual event introduces the riddle he will pose and symbolizes sweetness emerging from
death.

Verses 10-14: At the wedding feast, Samson poses a riddle based on the lion and the
honey to the Philistine guests. They struggle to solve it, and after pressure from his wife,
Samson reveals the answer. The guests then deceive him by giving the answer to
Samson’s wife, leading to his anger and the beginning of hostilities.

Verses 15-17: Feeling betrayed by his wife and the guests, Samson kills thirty Philistines
to pay off the wager he lost. He then leaves his wife, signaling a breakdown in his personal
relationships and escalating conflict with the Philistines.

Key Themes

One major theme is the tension between divine calling and human weakness. Samson is
empowered by God but makes questionable personal choices, such as marrying a
Philistine woman. Another theme is the conflict between Israel and the Philistines, which
frames much of Samson’s story. The chapter also explores the consequences of secrecy
and betrayal, as seen in the riddle episode. Finally, the motif of strength—both physical
and spiritual—is central, highlighting God’s empowerment despite human flaws.

Cross-References

Samson’s Nazirite vow and divine empowerment connect with Numbers 6, where the
Nazirite regulations are outlined. The theme of strength granted by the Spirit of the Lord is
echoed in Judges 13:25. The conflict with the Philistines is a recurring element throughout
Judges and into 1 Samuel. The riddle and wedding customs can be compared with cultural
practices in the ancient Near East. Samson’s story also prefigures themes of flawed
deliverers seen later in biblical history.
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Application

Judges 14 challenges readers to consider the balance between God’s calling and personal
responsibility. Samson’s example warns against making decisions based on desire rather
than wisdom, especially when they lead to conflict. The chapter encourages believers to
seek God’s guidance in relationships and to recognize that divine strength is not a license
for reckless behavior. It also reminds us that God can use imperfect people to accomplish
His purposes, though consequences often follow poor choices.

Summary

Judges Chapter 14 introduces Samson’s complex character and sets the stage for his
struggles against the Philistines. It highlights his supernatural strength, personal flaws,
and the beginning of conflict through his marriage and the riddle incident. This chapter
reveals themes of divine empowerment, human weakness, and the consequences of
decisions. As the narrative unfolds, it invites readers to reflect on God’s work through
imperfect individuals and the importance of faithfulness and wisdom in fulfilling God’s
purposes.
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